
Parable of the Weeds 

The problem of evil 

Matthew 13: 24-30; 36-43 



About the Sower  
• Through Jesus salvation comes to the world  

• His mission was to sow life, not  to bring 
judgement – this is a statement about how he 
saw his ‘messiahship’ whereas people wanted  
a messiah to get rid of the Romans and return 
the Kingdom to Israel (Acts 1:6) 

• Jesus wants his seed to come to maturity and 
fruit for that is the power of the Kingdom 

 Application Question– Have you received the 
life that Jesus is broadcasting? 



About the Kingdom of God 
• God is King of the whole earth, not just 

Palestine 

• The kingdom is not about authoritarian rule 
but the fruit of grace and righteousness 

• The presence of bad things does not mean 
God is sleeping 

• God’s grace is such that he sends his rain on 
good and bad alike (Matt 5:45) 

 Application Question – Is your vision of the 
Kingdom of God the same as Jesus? 



About the Good Seed  
• Jesus calls them “Children of the Kingdom” 

• Their “goodness” comes from being in Christ. 

• The seed must grow to maturity to fulfil its 
purpose and bear much fruit 

• The fruit they bear is righteousness and the 
fulfilment of God’s purposes in the earth which 
are decisions full of love, joy, peace, patience, 
goodness, kindness, faithfulness etc (Gal 5:22) 

 

 
Application Question– Are you “growing in 

Christ”? 



 



 



About the field  
• The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it 

• Jesus plants his seed in every part of the earth 

• His intention is that his “people” are in every  
community, district, region, school, office, 
factory floor, home, club, society, 
supermarket, board room, playgroup etc. 
bearing fruit 

• Things may be difficult because of the weeds 

 Application Question– Is where I am where 
Jesus wants me to ‘bear fruit’? 



Who is this? 

William 
Wilberforce 
1759-1833 

 
Worked to see the 
abolishment of 
the transatlantic 
slave trade 



About the enemy 
• He is the devil or opposite of everything good 

and works actively against God 

• He operates by ‘sowing’ evil . Eg in Genesis 3 
he ‘sows’ the idea of disobeying God to Adam 
and Eve. In tempting Jesus he attempts to sow 
doubts (Matt 4:1ff) 

• He operates in the dark 

• The fruit of his activity is death (see weeds) 

Application – Test all your thoughts with the 
light (2 Cor 10:5) 



About the Weeds  
• Thought to be Lolium temulentum – false 

wheat 

• Can easily be confused when young plants 

• When it starts to fruit it is obvious 

• The fruit of it is toxic – and can be fatal 

• Solzhenitsyn said, “the line between good and 
evil does not run between us, but through 
every human heart.” 

Application Question – Am I careful of passing 
judgement? 



 



Who is this? 

Is he good  
or bad? 



About the Servants  
• In the story we are also the servants 

• They care and tend the field aiding growth 

• They note the weeds and ask Jesus what to do 
about it.  

• They are willing to let the weeds grow and 
trust that God will eventually deal with it all 

• Collateral damage is not an option. 

 

 

 

An application – Our job is to nurture one 
another towards bearing much fruit 



About sharing the field 
• The word Jesus uses for “let grow” is Apheis 

• This word is most often translated “forgive” 

• It implies actively letting go and not taking 
matters into your own hands 

• Jesus said love your enemies and pray for 
those that treat you badly. He also said from 
the cross, “Father, forgive them….” 

 

 An application – Forgiveness is the only option 



Could the parable apply in these fields? 



About our response to weeds 
• While we may forgive, we do not condone evil 

• Recognising ‘weeds’ was something the 
apostle Paul did all the time (Gal 5:19-21 etc) 
condemning the behaviour, not the person. 

• In our time and culture we are called to do the 
same, identify the weeds and then pray and 
act as God would have us do for change 

• “Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven”  

 

 
Application Question– How could I speak up 

for righteousness? 



Some Weeds in our times 
• 200 years ago Wilberforce worked for the 

abolition of slavery but today slavery exists in 
even greater numbers (2.5 million people a 
year) with profiteering at the expense of 
human dignity still a major issue and a US 
$12b industry 

• Environmental disregard 

• The drug trade 

• Domestic Violence (Family Violence is not OK) 



A voice for change 

• Chocolate facts 

• 1/3 of cocoa comes from the Ivory Coast. 

• Thousands of boys as young as 10yrs old, are 
trafficked to pick and harvest these beans 
They are often beaten and work long hours 
without receiving any money for their work.  

• Since 2007 Stop the Traffik  

campaign has seen 5 major 

 chocolate makers change  

their supply  

 



The Last word 
• Jesus destroyed the works of the devil not by, 

sweet political campaigns, angelic warfare, or 
a reign of terror, but through sacrifice and 
forgiveness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• So if that’s how Jesus does it…. 


