
Psalm 15 



Good Ideas vs God Ideas 

• God is Good and all he does is Good, however 
sometimes there can be a difference between 
what we think is a good ideas and He thinks. 

• How do we discern that? 

• Consider the scenario of buying a present for 
your wife or husband. 

• Learning from years of getting it wrong, helps. 

• Trying to get to know them and what they like, 
really helps 

 



Stumbling over Psalm 15 

• At first glance it was just words 

• Read and reread  

• Chewed it over (thought about it and how it 
was structured) until suddenly it captured me, 
these are God’s words 

• My hope is to convey some of that 
understanding to you this morning. 



Overview Psalm 15 

• Reminiscent of Ps 24:3? 
Who may ascend the mountain 

of the Lord? 
Who may stand in his holy 

place? 
The one who has clean hands 

and a pure heart, 
who does not trust in an idol 

or swear by a false god 
 

• V4 – WOW! That’s 
character in relationships, 
business, employment, etc 



Hands up if you think something 
smells a bit fishy? 
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Truth, Honesty, Integrity 

• Qualities that God calls us to 

• Proverbs 29:14 

If a king judges the poor with truth, his throne will be 
established forever. 

• The truth sets us free – John 8:32  

• Our spiritual ‘belt’ is truth – Eph 6:14  

• Is Mark 14:25 an example of Jesus’ favourite 
saying? “I tell you the truth….”  

 

 



But is the truth always right? 

How do you answer these Questions?… 

• Is my gluteus maximus overly maximised in 
this dress? 

• How are you?  

• What do you know about (insert name)? 

• Daddy, do you like my picture? 

• Are you sure I can make this leap to safety? 

• “The Murderer at the door”? 

 



Augustine’s list of acceptable lies from 
least to most 

1. Lies in teaching religion 
2. Lies which hurt someone and help nobody 
3. Lies which hurt someone but benefit someone 
4. Lies told for the pleasure of deceiving someone 
5. Lies told to please others in conversation 
6. Lies which hurt nobody and benefit someone 
7. Lies which hurt nobody and benefit someone by 

keeping open the possibility of their repentance 
8. Lies which hurt nobody and protect a person 

from physical defilement 
 



Martin Luther 

”What harm would it do, if a man told a good 
strong lie for the sake of the good and for the 
Christian church ... a lie out of necessity, a useful 
lie, a helpful lie, such lies would not be against 
God, he would accept them” 

  
in a letter in Max Lenz, ed., Briefwechsel Landgraf Phillips des 

Grossmuthigen von Hessen mit Bucer, vol. 1.quoted 
http://www.jmm.org.au/articles/14223.htm 

 



Equivocation and Mental Reservation 

• A system whereby you can tell an untruth as 
long as you finished the sentence in your head 
to negate the falsehood. That is 

• “The truth is told partly in speech and partly 
in the mind” – Dr Navarrus 

• For example… “No darling that dress is 
perfect” (in accentuating your problem)  

 



Another way? Consider Paul 

Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be 
a fool, because I would be speaking the truth. 
But I refrain, so no one will think more of me 
than is warranted by what I do or say, 

 2 Corinthians 12:6 

 

It would seem that Paul is saying that it is not 
always appropriate to tell someone everything 
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Psalm 15 – Speak truth from the heart 

• Pauls response to the Corinthians is such that 
he considers what is important for them to 
know – what is best for them, because he 
loves them 

W     A     R     N     I     N     G 
• Speaking the truth from your heart only works 

if your heart is good! 



Out of the heart speaks the mouth 

• Jesus explains to his disciples – Matt 15:11 

• James relates the tongue to the rudder on a 
ship but notes it in turn moved by the pilot - 
James 3:4 
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Out of the heart speaks the mouth 

• If your heart is full of 
hatred, hurt, fear, 
unforgiveness, anger, self 
righteousness, etc - the 
truth they speak will 
come through that filter 

• Your personal beliefs also 
affect your version of the 
truth – eg children 
should be seen and not 
heard. 
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Speak the truth in Love 

Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow 
to become in every respect the mature body of 
him who is the head, that is, Christ. 

 Ephesians 4:15 

If the truth is from the heart, and the truth is to 
be in love, it may mean we need a heart change! 
If our heart is not full of love for God, others, 
and ourselves, we need a transplant! 
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The Good News 

• Listen to your speech, is it true and is it 
loving? 

• Do you know if your heart harbours hurts and 
broken beliefs? 

• We can ask God to renew our heart –  

• Create in me a clean heart - Psalm 51:10 

• As we submit to Jesus he transforms us from 
the inside out (2 Cor 3:18) 

 



Some Clues for Speaking in Love 

1. Think about where and when you will talk 

2. Think about the words you will use, some 
words can be true but inflammatory 

3. Think about listening to the other person 
FIRST 

4. Own what you say, your truth may just be an 
opinion! 

5. Do you ever have a ‘right’ to share others 
information? 



More Clues for Speaking in Love 

6. Sometimes there is a time to be silent - Eccl 3:7  

“The Grace of God may mean that he remains silent 
about much that we are doing so that He might deal 
with the most important thing at the time”  

7. Remember that their hearts also may be 
conflicted by ‘stuff’ 

8. Consider praying first before you think, before 
you speak. 


