
More on Jesus 

Mark 2:1-12 



Jesus knew and approved 

• For some reason he likes us to put in some 
effort 

• eg. He tells the story of the persistent widow 
and the interminable friend 

• He also shares stories of the Kingdom being 
like hidden treasure and elusive pearls 

• He reminds us of Jacob who held onto God 
until he got his blessing 

 



• 1 Chronicles 16:11 
Look to the LORD and his strength; SEEK his 
face always. 

• Psalm 34:10 
The lions may grow weak and hungry, but 
those who SEEK the LORD lack no good thing. 

• Isaiah 55:6 
SEEK the LORD while he may be found; call on 
him while he is near. 

• Jeremiah 29:13 
You will SEEK me and find me when you SEEK 
me with all your heart. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Chronicles+16:11&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+34:10&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+55:6&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+29:13&version=NIV


Hebrews 11:6 
And without faith it is 
impossible to please 
God, because anyone 
who comes to him 
must believe that he 
exists and that he 
rewards those who 
earnestly seek him. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11:6&version=NIV


Houston, we have a problem 

• Too often we give up too soon 

• We listen to the ‘nay-sayers’ eg the disciples 
(who tried to turn away the kids, and people 
like Blind Bartimaeus, Zacceus) 

• We listen to the devil who whispers we don’t 
deserve it 

• We listen to ourselves saying it’s all too hard 



 



 



 



 



 



Anonymous truth? 

• A limit on what you will do, puts a limit on 
what you can do. 
 

• Better a Has-been than a Never-was. But 
better a Never-was than a Never-tried-to-be. 
 

• Life is a race - win it before death does.  

 



My greatest point is 
my persistence.  

I never give up in a 
match. However 
down I am, I fight 
until the last ball.  

My list of matches 
shows that I have 
turned a great many 
so-called irretrievable 
defeats into victories.  
Bjorn Borg  
 
 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/bjornborg158777.html


“I am fundamentally an optimist. Whether that comes 
from nature or nurture, I cannot say. Part of being 
optimistic is keeping one's head pointed toward the 
sun, one's feet moving forward. There were many 
dark moments when my faith in humanity was sorely 

tested, but I would not and 
could not give myself up to 
despair. That way lays defeat  

and death.”  
― Nelson Mandela, Long 
Walk to Freedom: 
Autobiography of Nelson 
Mandela  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/367338.Nelson_Mandela
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2501119
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2501119
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2501119
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2501119


“I have walked that long road to freedom. I 
have tried not to falter; I have made missteps 
along the way. But I have discovered the 
secret that after climbing a great hill, one only 
finds that there are many more hills to climb. I 
have taken a moment here to rest, to steal a 
view of the glorious vista that surrounds me, 
to look back on the distance I have come. But I 
can only rest for a moment, for with freedom 
come responsibilities, and I dare not linger, for 
my long walk is not ended.”  
― Nelson Mandela 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/367338.Nelson_Mandela




• Isaiah 1:17 
Learn to do right; 
seek justice. Defend 
the oppressed. Take 
up the cause of the 
fatherless; plead the 
case of the widow. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+1:17&version=NIV


Receiving the Blessing 

• Jesus focused on the spiritual healing and did 
the physical only to prove the former 

• Our focus is often the outer, when the inner is 
what is most important 

• 1 Timothy 4:8 For physical training is of some 
value, but godliness has value for all things, 
holding promise for both the present life and 
the life to come 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy+4:8&version=NIV


 



Sin and regrets are gone 

• When Jesus forgives, we are truly forgiven 

• When the Son sets you free…(John 8:36) 

• “You can’t undo anything you’ve already done 
but you can face up to it. You can tell the 
truth. You can seek forgiveness. And then let 
God do the rest.” 

 



Following Jesus Example 

• It’s OK to let people work for the goods 
(boundaries?) 

• Don’t throw your pearls before swine (Matt 7:6) 

• Have a focus on spiritual healing 

• Forgive  

• “For to be free is not merely to cast off one's 
chains, but to live in a way that respects and 
enhances the freedom of others.”  
― Nelson Mandela 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/367338.Nelson_Mandela


 


