
Facing the Issue



Mr Speaker 

– we have a 

progressive 

problem in 

this country 

and I‟m 

pursuing a 

countdown 

to change



The Psalmist had Problems

 Many Psalms speak about problems or 

difficulties, personifying them as 

“enemies” as they try to destroy him as 

a person

 Of course are real enemies too

 Special bunch of psalms take the 

complaint a little further.. They are called 

 Cursing or “Imprecatory” Psalms



Creative ideas in dealing to 

enemies

 Slaying the ungodly – Ps 139:19

 Dashing their children on rocks – Ps 137:9

 Dropping coals of fire on their heads – Ps 140:9

 Having their prayers counted as sinful – Ps 109:7

 Letting their children be fatherless – Ps 109:9

 Having creditors seize all he has  - Ps 109:11

 Smashing their teeth out of their mouths – Ps 58:6

 Letting them be chased by an Angel of God on a 
slippery path in the dark – Ps 35:6 



It doesn’t sound very Christian!

 How should we interpret this in the light of 

Jesus saying “Love your enemies?”

 Are they still relevant to this day?

 Shall we put it into context

 Eg. Psalm 55



Psalm 55 - outlined

 1-5: Hear and observe my difficulties

 6-8 It‟s so tough I want to run away

 9 Destroy them who want to destroy me

 10-11 All they do is bad

 12-14 “But he was my friend!”

 15 Destroy him and throw him into hell!

 16-18 I will trust in your comfort

 19-20 I trust you will deal with them

 21-23 They can‟t be trusted but you can



Psalm 55 key points

 We are not alone

 Bad stuff happens to good people – you 
will have problems

 This does not mean God hates you, it 
means we are still living in a world 
where sin ensures people will make bad 
choices

 My problem is big, but my God is Bigger 
than my problem and I‟ll trust him to deal 
with it and leave vengeance to God



The Principle – Take the problem to 

God

 The Psalmist brings his distress to God 
with passion and is completely honest to 
God how he feels and does not hide his 
desire for revenge

 Important for us to give it all to God and 
not deny our „pain‟ because Good 
Christians might not say it but often they 
are thinking it.

 Leave the problem WITH God and trust 
God for WHATEVER happens next



Exemplar - King David

 Writer of many Psalms

 King Saul turned against him and 
hunted him down 1 Sam 19:1

 He lost many things due to his enemy

 He even had the opportunity to get back 
at Saul eg 1Sam 26:7-12 – But he didn‟t

 God eventually (after a number of years) 
saw him out and David went on to be 
King



A psalm worked out?
 John 8:2-11

 Often seen as a trap for Jesus

 Adultery is an enemy of all that is right

 They took the problem to Jesus with their 
judgment of what should happen – stoning, killing

 Jesus reminded them judgment is God‟s job

 After they left the only one fit to judge made his 
decision

 Possibly not what they wanted but it was the right 
call – they did the right thing



Take the Problem to Jesus

 The Problem is many of us don‟t have 

problems that big that warrants us asking 

God to “smash someone's teeth in”

 Our Problem is we think most problems 

we can deal with by ourselves

 And so are these psalms irrelevant?

 Only if you think personally…



My brothers enemy is my enemy!
 There are a whole bunch of people that need a dose 

of God‟s judgment! Eg those preying on the 
weaknesses of humanity by using it for their own 
pleasure , power and profit

 eg. Human Traffickers ; Those running the Porn 
industry ; The forestry denuders ; Mining magnates ; 
Corporate greedy goblins ; Governments that have no 
regard for the poor ; Those that hurt and abuse 
women and children and men ; The Loan Shark 
industry ; Those that deny justice;  etc.

 Important to take to God, our judgment gets in the 
way

 These Psalms can be prayed to help them know, they 
are not alone we stand with them.



I stand up for 

those that 

cannot stand 

up for 

themselves



So What can we learn?

 Bad stuff happens and people do bad stuff

 You are not alone

 Bring your problem to God and be honest!

 Leave the Problem with Him

 Remember those with real enemies and 

pray for them with passion so that they will 

not face it alone

 Trust God – He knows what he is doing! 


