
The Lord’s Prayer Sermon 2…which art in Heaven… 

Exploring the concept of the Transcendence of God 

Introduction 

Having established that we are to see God as our Dad, the next question is: 

What does it mean to pray to a being, which is living in heaven? And what is heaven?  

 

What is heaven? 

Heaven is not a smoke machine testing room, where we all stare at a giant old man on a chair.  

Literally heaven is the “Sky” or “Up.” There is some merit in looking up toward heaven, because 

Jesus was taken up into the clouds and we are waiting for him to return in the same way [Acts 1]. 

But on the other hand, if heaven is just a place up there somewhere, then given enough science 

we could find it, couldn’t we? The bad news for you sci-fi fans is that Heaven cannot even be 

described as another dimension or parallel universe, because if they exist then we might also get 

to them by empirical means. NO- heaven is such an “other” sort of place that [if it is a place] it is 

better described as an invisible realm that also encompasses earth. 

Heaven is mentioned in 550 verses in the bible. The book of the bible that speaks about heaven 

the most is Matthew [nearly 69 verses]. 32 of the verses in Matthew reference the “kingdom of 

heaven” and no other Gospel mentions the “kingdom of heaven” at all; they use “kingdom of 

God” instead. We must therefore see the “kingdom of God” and the “kingdom of heaven” as the 

same thing.  

This concept of Heaven will be the subject of the next sermon when I will speak on “thy 

kingdom come.” It will deal with the afterlife and the heavenly life now and the final 

reconciliation of the heavens and the earth. However this is not the concept of heaven that I seek 

to deal with in this sermon. For the heaven in which God our Dad dwells is beyond and above 

even the reunited heaven and earth that we are working toward. The heaven we are looking at 

today is the Heaven of Heaven. It is a position of power rather than a physical location.  

 

The lesson so far: 

Jesus is trying to teach us that God is both transcendent and immanent at the same time. 

Immanent means with us right now:  

The daddy concept of God, the indwelling Spirit and Jesus are all personal and relational 

concepts which we must understand in order to function in relationship with God.  

Transcendent means limitless: 

God outside the boundaries of space and time, who sees all and controls all. Only when we 

understand what “all powerful” means can we understand why we must pray “your will be done” 

later on in the Lord’s Prayer.  Jesus is stressing the importance of lining up our will with the will 

of God. The Father, to whom Jesus says we should pray, seems to allow the Trinity to be capable 

of both transcendence and immanence at the same time. 

    
Isaiah 57:15 For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose 
name is Holy: "I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite and 
lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart of the contrite. 
 
In this passage from Isaiah we can see how God is Transcendent [inhabiting eternity] and 

Immanent dwelling with the humble at the same time.  

It is an amazing thought that the God who fills the universe can fit into my heart, and because of 

this I can say heaven is in my heart, and therefore I am now part of heaven – heaven has come. 



Dad is outside of time- sovereign over all things: 

If you think about it the only way you can inhabit eternity is if you live outside of time. This 

would mean that Dad could see the beginning of time and the end of time and everything in 

between at the same time. Now I realise that is a deep thought but Jesus says: 
 
Matthew 24:35  Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
Mat 24:36  "But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor 

the Son, but the Father only. 
 

Jesus as a man and a member of the Godhead, living in time with us, was limited in his 

knowledge. The Father has a unique place in the Trinity, because he is not limited by laws of 

time or space like Jesus was, or even like the Holy Spirit, who works in time, within us is.   

This explains the unique position that God [the trinity] find themselves in; when bad things 

happen, even although they are a necessary part of God’s plan, God still finds it hard. The father 

may have a perfect plan for his children because he can see the end result that pleases him. 

However if the plan involves human suffering Jesus knows what it is like to be human and the 

Holy Spirit is with the humans who are facing trial at any given moment in time. Because of the 

close relationship in the Godhead the whole Trinity still grieves for those who suffer. 

 

God's heart is capable of complex combinations of emotions infinitely more 

remarkable that ours. He may well be capable of lamenting over something he 

chose to bring about. 

John Piper 
1Samuel 15:10 The word of the LORD came to Samuel:  
15:11 "I regret that I have made Saul king, for he has turned back from following me and has not 

performed my commandments." And Samuel was angry, and he cried to the LORD all night.  
15:12 And Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning. And it was told Samuel, "Saul came to 

Carmel, and behold, he set up a monument for himself and turned and passed on and went 
down to Gilgal."  

15:13 And Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to him, "Blessed be you to the LORD. I have 
performed the commandment of the LORD."  

15:14 And Samuel said, "What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears and the lowing of the 
oxen that I hear?"  

15:15  Saul said, "They have brought them from the Amalekites, for the people spared the best of 
the sheep and of the oxen to sacrifice to the LORD your God, and the rest we have devoted to 
destruction."  

15:16 Then Samuel said to Saul, "Stop! I will tell you what the LORD said to me this night." And 
he said to him, "Speak."  

15:17 And Samuel said, "Though you are little in your own eyes, are you not the head of the 
tribes of Israel? The LORD anointed you king over Israel.  

15:18 And the LORD sent you on a mission and said, 'Go, devote to destruction the sinners, the 
Amalekites, and fight against them until they are consumed.'  

15:19 Why then did you not obey the voice of the LORD? Why did you pounce on the spoil and 
do what was evil in the sight of the LORD?"  

15:20 And Saul said to Samuel, "I have obeyed the voice of the LORD. I have gone on the 
mission on which the LORD sent me. I have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and I have 
devoted the Amalekites to destruction.  

15:21  But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the best of the things devoted to 
destruction, to sacrifice to the LORD your God in Gilgal."  



15:22 And Samuel said, "Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in 
obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the 
fat of rams.  

15:23 For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and presumption is as iniquity and idolatry. 
Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, he has also rejected you from being king."  

15:24 Saul said to Samuel, "I have sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment of the 
LORD and your words, because I feared the people and obeyed their voice.  

15:25 Now therefore, please pardon my sin and return with me that I may bow before the 
LORD."  

15:26 And Samuel said to Saul, "I will not return with you. For you have rejected the word of the 
LORD, and the LORD has rejected you from being king over Israel."  

15:27 As Samuel turned to go away, Saul seized the skirt of his robe, and it tore.  
15:28 And Samuel said to him, "The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you this day and 

has given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than you.  
15:29 And also the Glory of Israel will not lie or have regret, for he is not a man, that he should 

have regret."  
15:30 Then he said, "I have sinned; yet honor me now before the elders of my people and before 

Israel, and return with me, that I may bow before the LORD your God."  
15:31 So Samuel turned back after Saul, and Saul bowed before the LORD.  
15:32 Then Samuel said, "Bring here to me Agag the king of the Amalekites." And Agag came to 

him cheerfully. Agag said, "Surely the bitterness of death is past."  
15:33 And Samuel said, "As your sword has made women childless, so shall your mother be 

childless among women." And Samuel hacked Agag to pieces before the LORD in Gilgal.  
15:34 Then Samuel went to Ramah, and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul.  
15:35 And Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over 

Saul. And the LORD regretted that he had made Saul king over Israel.  

 

God is able to feel sorrow for an act in view of foreknown evil and pain, and yet go 

ahead and will to do it for wise reasons. And so later, when he looks back on the act, 

he can feel the sorrow for the act that was leading to the sad conditions, such as 

Saul's disobedience. 

John Piper  
 

The reason God could both regret and yet not regret in the same story is a bit of a mystery and at 

first glance it appears that the Bible is contradicting itself [in case you were wondering regret is 

the same word in Hebrew in all three places]. However if we think about the God’s 

transcendence and immanence, we can see how the transcendent Father had a plan, but the 

immanent Spirit who was with Saul and Samuel was grieved.  

It is also worth noting the contrast between the Characters of Samuel and Saul. Saul was clearly 

not a man who wished to align himself with God’s will, though he was looking for God’s 

blessing and whatever else he could get from God. Samuel on the other hand spent his life 

seeking God’s will and he had even developed the ability to experience the feelings God was 

having. He knew God’s heart. In a sense Samuel was part of God’s community experiencing the 

same feelings of the Trinity was a sign of his closeness to God. 

 

 

 

 

 



Conclusion: 

The hard questions that we have to ask ourselves are: what type of person are we when we pray 

to an all powerful God? Do we even like the concept of an all powerful God? 

 

Are you like Saul? Do you see a heavenly father as a sugar daddy? Are all your prayers just 

letters to Santa? Do you ever wait on the Lord? Do you allow spiritual elders to hold you 

accountable, or do you think you are the best judge of your own ability? Are you rebellious? Do 

you want God to be immanent in your life so you can know him as you dad or do you just want 

his transcendent power to work in your favour?   

How do you handle prayers that seem unanswered? 

 

OR 

 

Are you like Samuel? Do you want a close personal relationship with God? Do you want to 

spend time with him in Bible study and Listening prayer? Are you able to be taught by spiritual 

elders? [Samuel listened to Eli as a child]. Are you humble and contrite like the people in the 

passage from Isaiah? Do you want to know the heart of God? Do you want to align your will 

with his will? 

Can you leave difficult matters with God in faith? [Samuel died before David became king] 

 

Saul and Samuel both wanted to be like God, Samuel wanted to be like God in character; Saul 

wanted to be like God in power.  

It is no coincidence that Jesus wanted his disciples to hear the concept of God as dad, before they 

heard the concept of God as all powerful- the right relationship has to have first priority 

otherwise people only think of what they can get from God.  

 

JESUS 

What about Jesus? Well he is the example of how we should live and the only reason we can 

approach God at all. Above all he is Emanuel {God with us}; the ultimate expression of God’s 

immanence.  

We must know God intimately and trust in his transcendent plan for our lives.  

When we seek to know his transcendent plan for our lives and ignore our personal relationship 

with him, or worse only use Jesus name to invoke the power of God, or try to change God’s plan, 

we run the risk of grieving God and our efforts are futile.  

 

 

Translation of Lord ’s Prayer so far: 

 

Our Daddy, we know you alone are in complete control of all things…to be continued… 


