
Isa 38:15  "What shall I say? He has both spoken to me, And He Himself has done it. I shall walk carefully all my 
years In the bitterness of my soul.  

Isa 38:17  Indeed it was for my own peace That I had great bitterness; But You have lovingly delivered my soul 
from the pit of corruption, For You have cast all my sins behind Your back.  

Isa 38:18  For Sheol cannot thank You, Death cannot praise You; Those who go down to the pit cannot hope for 
Your truth.  

Isa 38:19  The living, the living man, he shall praise You, As I do this day; The father shall make known Your truth 
to the children. Isa 38:20  "The LORD was ready to save me; Therefore we will sing my songs with stringed 
instruments All the days of our life, in the house of the LORD." 
 
Isa 38:16  O Lord, by these things men live; And in all these things is the life of my spirit; So You will restore me 
and make me live. – a recognition that afflictions are part of making the man. What doesn’t kill you makes you. 
 
(2Ki 18:1)  Now it came to pass in the third year of Hoshea the son of Elah, king of Israel, that Hezekiah the son of 
Ahaz, king of Judah, began to reign. 
 
Hezekiah is Isaih 36-39, 2 kings 18- 20,  2 Chronicles 29–32 
 
2Ki 18:5  He trusted in the LORD God of Israel, so that after him was none like him among all the kings of Judah, 

nor who were before him. Better thsan david or Solomon or josiah 
 
2Ch 29:36  Then Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced that God had prepared the people, since the events took 
place so suddenly. Doesn’t take much for the right thing to be done, just a decision that is followed through. 
 

Hezekiah, at the same time defeated Assyria, healed of disease and entertained Babylonians 

 

He was the fulfillment of Isaiah 7 – the promise of a redeemer 

In accepting the judgement he was very boomerish. Ie too bad for the next generation as long as I’m ok. That 

attitude is throughout the world and the church. Its all about me. What about our grandchildren and the next 

generation of Chrisitans, we rebuilt mbc not for this age, but for the next. Unfortunately the judgement of God has 

been on us and while we are OK the following is walking away. Do we care? 

Hezekiah entertained sin ie an alliance with Babylon to keep him strong rather than trusting god. 

If all this happened at the same time then it illustrates that we need to be particularly aware in the moments of 

greatest spiritual victory that the seeds of destruction are sown (Matt 13). Many of us are in that same spot. We 

make decisions when we are higth on God without actually consulting him again but on the high. 

 
2Ch 30:9  For if you return to the LORD, your brethren and your children will be treated with compassion by 

those who lead them captive, so that they may come back to this land; for the LORD your God is gracious and 
merciful, and will not turn His face from you if you return to Him." (about the children and long term view) 

But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, "May the good LORD provide atonement for everyone  
2Ch 30:19  who prepares his heart to seek God, the LORD God of his fathers, though he is not cleansed according 

to the purification of the sanctuary."  
2Ch 30:20  And the LORD listened to Hezekiah and healed the people.  
 
 



Some of Gods Special Characters – Hezekiah. 
Introduction. 
Hezekiah was king of Judah, the southern kingdom of the divided tribe of Israel. He ruled Judah around 726-697 BC, a 
period of 29 years which included some time as co-regent both with his father and his son. His story is recorded in 2Ki-
18:20, Isa. 36 – 39 (which is virtually a rewrite of the kings history apart from Hezekiah’s “psalm”), and 2 Chr. 29 – 32. 
During his time in office he was ministered to by Isaiah, Hosea and Micah the prophets (Isa, Hos, Mic 1:1 respectively).  He 
is recorded with special mention as one “who did right in the sight of the Lord” (2 Chron 29:2, 2 King 18:3) and comes in at 
third place behind Solomon and David in terms of who is the one whom most is written about, but is in first place for 
trusting God like no king before him or after him (2 Kings 18:5). 
Achievements 
With such an impressive amount of detail written about him, it is not unremarkable that he chalks up a number of worthy 
achievements that the bible writers are enthusiastic to report including (but not limited to) 

 Building an aqueduct to not only assure Jerusalem of an adequate water supply during a siege but also limit the 
water availability for the enemy showing his political and military prowess. 

 Rebuilt the walls 

 Reforming the social, political and religious order of the day. 

 Cleansing the city and temple of all the pagan deities, places of worship, and accumulated rubbish.   

 Reinstituting real worship at the temple and leading the whole of Israel in the Passover that had not been 
celebrated since the time of Solomon. 

 Reemployed the priests and levites to do the job they were supposed to do. 

 Defeated the Assyrians through an amazing “God” intervention. 

 Saw a new prosperity come to the kingdom that flowed on to every citizen. 

 Offered peace to their disenfranchised brothers in the northern kingdom (who under his father had defeated Judah 
and taken some captive!) and invited them to the Passover which lead to further spiritual and social reforms in the 
North as well. (2Chr 31:1) 

 Miraculously healed (resurrected) and lived a further 15 years 

 Had all the people of Jerusalem amazed at how much he got done so quickly (2 Chron 29:36) 

 He was a man of faith who lead his people in realizing that “there are more with us than them” (32:7) – (greater is 
he that is in you…, With the lord on our side who can be against us…)  

Interesting Fact. The prophesy of Isaiah 7:14 (the maiden will be with child..) is regarded by many scholars, both Christian 
and Hebrew as being fulfilled in Hezekiah. The context of this prediction recognizes that salvation was coming soon, the 
birth of Hezekiah and the way reform, prosperity and hope came to the people is seen as the fulfillment of this scripture. Of 
course as Matthew then applies this to Jesus (Matt 1:23), we understand Hezekiah as a ‘type’ pointing to the ultimate 
saviour, Jesus Christ our Lord. So part of what we learn from what he did helps us understand what Jesus has ultimately 
done for us. 
Interesting Fact 2. Josephus, the ancient Jewish historian records the following powerful inauguration speech of Hezekiah 
which is worth us listening too as well.  
"You are not ignorant how, by the sins of my father, who transgressed that sacred honor which was due to God, you have 
had experience of many and great miseries, while you were corrupted in your mind by him, and were induced to worship 
those which he supposed to be gods; I exhort you, therefore, who have learned by sad experience how dangerous a thing 
impiety is, to put that immediately out of your memory, and to purify yourselves from your former pollutions, and to open 
the temple to these priests and Levites who are here convened, and to cleanse it with the accustomed sacrifices, and to 
recover all to the ancient honor which our fathers paid to it; for by this means we may render God favorable, and he will 
remit the anger he hath had to us." (Ant 9:13:261) 
Lessons from his life 
He lead by example. 
We all know that we are supposed to practice what we preach when it comes to raising kids, growing our business, doing 
our job well, building our marriage or leading someone else to Christ. If we preach the grace of God, it needs to be evident 
in our lives as well. 2 Kings 18:6 notes that Hezekiah “kept the commands the Lord had given to Moses”, so when it came to 
making the social, political and religious reforms, it was obvious that Hezekiah started with himself and the recording of his 
humility, his submission to the word of God (through Isaiah and the other prophets), his prayers and his songs of worship 
reflect that this man not only talked about what was the right thing to do, he did it. He not only pointed people the way to 
God, he went in first. Further evidence of this is seen when it came to calling the people to tithe and give what was 
required to the temple, he went out of his way to first give abundantly, and then make the call. (2 Chron 31:3ff). In calling 
people to act forgivingly to their brothers and give back what was owed to them (the reforms – see later), he chose to show 
forgiveness by inviting the Northern tribes who had recently ransacked Judah horrifically to come and join them in the 



Passover and eat their food. He also chose to look not at the outside, but the inside as he prayed for those who came to 
worship without doing the ritual cleansing of themselves (2 Chr 30:18,19) and noted that the preparation of the heart was 
most important (a lesson for us perhaps who still judge those by the outward appearance rather than the heart when it 
comes to how we think people should look). Wow! Grace is not only the message, it is the means of the message! 
A note on tithing and reforms 
The story of Hezekiah is the fulfillment of Malachi’s “bring the full tithe into the storehouse and see that I will throw open 
the floodgates of heaven” (Mal 3:10). Many of the kings before and after Hezekiah overlooked God (and looked to other 
alliances) as they sought prosperity, but it lead to a bankrupted nation. Hezekiah looked for God and found prosperity for 
him and the whole nation. It is important to note however that prosperity is not only to be thought of as material which is 
what we have reduced it to in this society (and the church sadly) but rather it conveys the idea of “wellness” that is 
spiritual, social, material, familial etc. Hezekiah had it because as he sought the Lord with all his heart, he gave all to the 
Lord through his tithes, his gifts to the community, his effort on behalf of the poor and needy. In fact his inconvenience was 
the source of his prosperity!  
The story continues that the tithes were used to redistribute wealth amongst the community in many respects similar to 
the story of the early Church in Acts 2 where the people sold stuff and brought their contributions into the temple which 
saw the redistribution of wealth to all that need. This shows that when the spirit of God is manifest, the signs and wonders 
experienced is primarily about self absorbed people getting out of their comfort zones and redistributing their wealth, their 
time, their practices for others wellbeing.  
A great epitaph for Hezekiah, you and me “In everything he sought his God and worked wholeheartedly”. (2 Chr 31:21) 
Warnings! 
 Not everything was a bed of roses for Hezekiah. He had to face many difficulties in his “walk with the Lord” including the 
Assyrian enemy and his own mortality. This really challenged who he was going to trust and put his hope in. Interestingly 
his enemies spoke the truth of God to him “do not look to Egypt”(2 Kings 18:21ff), and often times we need to listen to our 
detractors as well because the truth of God we need to hear is more often on their lips than on those that are trying to 
console us. Perhaps that’s one reason why Jesus tells us to love our enemies! 
So Hezekiah looked to the Lord in both these things and was healed first of his illness, and then delivered from the Assyrian 
army who ran home to mummy (2 kings 20:6). Then came the congratulations with people and kings from all the nations 
bringing gifts to Hezekiah (2Chr 32:23) and his heart became proud (32:24). During this time he showed the envoys of 
Babylon all that he had obviously as a means of trying to make a strategic alliance with them (2Ki 20:12ff) and as such 
received a great rebuke from the Lord through Isaiah, yet although he repented (2Chr 32:23) the consequence of his 
actions were still going to be felt (2ki 20:16ff). 
Lesson 1 -  At the point of greatest victory we are most vulnerable to temptation.  
It was immediately after Jesus baptism and confirmation from God on high that he was plunged into the desert of 
temptation. Fortunately he made it through the test, but not all of us do. There is often an arrogance that creeps in after 
we have had a couple of ‘victories’ which makes us start to believe that the Lord is with us and each decision we will make 
has got his blessing. Wrong, wrong, wrong! This pride sets us up to fail like Hezekiah and we have to learn to submit our 
decisions to God in the good times as much as in the bad if we are to continue ‘victoriously’. In every thing that comes our 
way we are to humble ourselves before the Lord and let him will show us the way. In this way sometimes it is good to 
recognize the ‘thorns’ in our lives may be God’s gifts to keep us humble and recognizing that “Gods grace is shown in our 
weakness and not in our strength” (2 Cor 12:9)  
Lesson 2 -  its not all about you 
Hezekiahs sin was not going to end up affecting him but his children. His reaction to this is one of the most disturbing things 
I read of. “at least it won’t be in my life time” (2Ki 20:19).  Many of the decisions we make today has consequences for our 
children. Often quoted (and misquoted) by the green movement is that of Oren Lyons, Chief of the Onondaga Nation, who 

writes: "We are looking ahead , as is one of the first mandates given us as chiefs, to make sure that every decision that we make relate 
to the welfare and well-being of the seventh generation to come. . . ." "What about the seventh generation? Where are you taking 
them? What will they have?" (Courtesy Wikipedia). It is a perspective that is sorely missing from our society (and from many Christians 
too) who act, consume, and behave in ways that say that as long as I’m ok, who cares what I leave for my children. “The fathers eat the 
sour grapes and childrens teeth are set on edge” (Jer 31:29) reveals again how our sin plays out in our kids and grand kids. Should we 
care? Yes I think so. I think Hezekiah could have continued to repent and make supplication for the next generation as Daniel did before 
the Lord (Dan 9) and continued to work his reforms for the next generation especially for his son who at 12 years old turned away from 
the Lord. We are in a time of life in the church when many of us are reaping the ‘benefits’ of a generation before us that focused on 
their own desires and many of us continue in their sin. How would we live if we stopped looking at ourselves and considered what 
inheritance we are leaving for our great great great great great grand children both in terms of spiritual, economic, planet sustainability, 
relational life etc etc. if we realized that our holding of grudges and unforgiveness will sow a seed of distrust in our kids? That our 
rejection of the church now will leave our grandkids without a spiritual foundation? That our unbridled lust for more will leave less for 
them? What say the effects are felt long before the 7

th
 generation is reached? May we not repeat Hezekiah’s sin. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oren_Lyons
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Onondaga_people

