
 

and the Taxman 

The Pharisee  

Luke 18:9-14 



Who is the bigger sinner? 



 

or the Taxman? 

The Pharisee  



And the winner is…… 

• There is no difference for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God (Rom 3:23) 

• Break one law and you are a lawbreaker (Jas 2:10) 

• Sometimes the lack of sin is more about the lack of 
an opportunity to sin. 

• Eg. you may not think of yourself as being covetous, 
but that might be because you already have 
everything. 



• Trading Places  

• with Eddie Murphy and Dan Ackroyd 



How does one become 
right with God? 



• Admit that you got it all wrong? 

• Admit that most of the time you got it right? 



And the winner is…. 



• God gives grace to those that humble 
themselves  (Prov 3:34, Jas 4:6 Luke 18:14) 

• Those who call on the name of the Lord will 
be saved (Rom 10:13) 

• “For it is by Grace that we are saved through 
faith and this is a gift of God not of anything 
we have done so that no one can boast” 
{except in the Lord} (Ephesians 2:8,9) 



 
But what 

happens next? 



 

But what 
happens next? 



Back to reality 

• Having been made right with God – what do 
we expect of the taxman the next  week? 

• What does God Expect? 

• Should he be more like the Pharisee now? 

• Make every effort to respond to God’s 
promises. 2 Peter 1:5 

• How long do we give him to sort himself out? 

• How long do we give ourselves? 



Remember 

“If your brother sins against you and you point 
out where he went wrong and he says sorry, 
forgive him. Even if he does this seven times in 
the same day and says sorry, forgive him every 
time” Luke 17:4 

 



The key 

• “Accept one another as Christ has accepted you to 
the glory of God.” Romans 15:7 

• Be kind and compassionate to one another, 
forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave 
you. Eph 4:32 

• "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I 
have loved you, so you must love one another. 
John13:34 

• Bear with each other and forgive whatever 
grievances you may have against one another. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. Col 3:13 



 

Just do it  



 

He did it  


