
The road to Emmaus- blind to reason 

Think of the footprints poem. 

Question: Have you ever noticed that Jesus draws near to us in times when we are 

stressed and thinking about the difficulties facing us in our life?  

Have you ever experienced a sudden realisation that God was with you? 

Think of the footprints poem. 

 A three hour walk 

 Two disappointed disciples - Jesus the redeemer of Israel is dead! 

 Leaving Jerusalem because they fear for their lives. 

 They enter into a debate with one another about the life changing events of the 

past week.  

 Jesus draws near to these men in the middle of their discussion..  

 The disciples don’t recognise him, it could be the scars, but the implication in the 

passage is that there eyes have been stopped from recognising him supernaturally.  

 Jesus comes with compassion he wants to know the concerns of the disciples and 

he wants to listen to their understanding of what happened.  

 

Jesus always wants to know what we think about his ministry- he wants our 

understanding to grow as we mature in our walk with him.  

This is why we are encouraged to talk about God, meditate on the acts of God and engage 

in Theology, especially Jesus and his death and resurrection.  

When we do this [with a heart that desires to know more about him] he will drawer near 

to us. Even if [as in this story] we are running for our lives. 
Those whom Christ will teach he will first examine how far they have learned; they 

must tell him what things they know, and then he will tell them what was the meaning 
of these things. and lead them into the mystery of them.   

Matthew Henry 

The disciples describe Jesus to Jesus 

Jesus is described by the disciples as mighty in word and deed [preaching and performing 

miracles]. However the truth behind what they had said was much more than this. 

 Jesus was the very Word of God [see John 1]. The great deeds [miracles] only serve to 

prove who he was.  

Jesus death had disappointed the disciples; they explain how they had hoped he was the 

one to redeem Israel.  

Jesus tackles them on this point; they had not interpreted the scriptures correctly.  

As the Law and the Prophets both point to Christ. 

 The Messiah is the offering to end all offerings.  

 Not a warrior king but a sacrifice.  

 The Old Testament has been looking forward to him delivering his people from 

the sin debt. 

 Now in his resurrected form he is a type of conqueror, but not of nations. The real 

enemies [death and sin] have been defeated.   
The disciple on the road have lost track of that. They have reasoned that the Messiah is the 

solution to the current political problems in Israel. Jesus is showing them that he is much 

more than that. And Israel itself is much more than a small group of people living in 

Palestine.  



Redeeming Israel is about redeeming God’s people everywhere, and not from Rome but 

from sin and death. 

 

Jesus is the WORD of God 

In Greek is LOGOS [ Can mean word [spoken or thought], reason, logic or cause.  

But in Greek it is most often translated as “Reason”linked with the word Logic 

The concept is that of carrying or containing information. 

John 1:1 could have been translated: In the beginning was the Reason, and the Reason 
was with God, and the Reason was God.                        …The divine Cause 

This makes sense if you believe that without God there could be no thought or 

reasoning. The fact that there is thought or reasoning reinforces our faith in the 

existence of God. 

The best thought [or reasoning] is that of God. Christ is the Reason of God. 

Therefore to live a life reliant on the Reason of God is to live a life in Christ. 

 

Jesus is the reason for life itself and the only means by which life may be continued. 

1. The creation and sustenance of the universe.  
2. The Redemption of the Universe 

 

The place of Reason in our Faith today 

Our assumptions inform our reasoning, whether we know it or not. 

But what if our assumptions are not reasonable? 

Many philosophers say that we must either believe:  

1. That reason came into existence out of nothing [that is non-existent chaos 

suddenly became organised by itself and produced existence],  

2. Or that reason exists because God [who has always existed] is reason and God 

uses reason [the Logos] to create and sustain all things.    

It is illogical to think that reason could come from nothing, but that is the major 

assumption about the formation of reason that the world promotes today.  

We have been guilty of engaging in this Godless reasoning.  

 Cultural /Traditional ideas prevent us from hearing reason 

 Popular [including pop culture and some scientific/ philosophical theories] 

In spite of the fact that we claim to bring God into all that we do, we often ignore him in 

our day to day lives. Worse yet; this sort of reasoning can affect our view of the Truth. 

 

Example: Jesus- The cold case by Bryan Bruce [TV Documentary] 2010  

 Bruce applies his reasoning to the Gospel.  

 The Logic or REASONING behind Bruce’s argument is based on the 

assumption that miracles aren’t real and God is probably not real either 

therefore the Gospel message is just a bunch of harmful lies. 

 By this logic Jesus was a man who the Romans killed because he disturbed the 

peace when he knocked over the money tables in the temple.  

1. If Bruce is right in the assumptions that his reasoning is based on, then he is 

absolutely right in his conclusion. 

2. But if his reasoning is wrong [and miracles are true and God is real] then he 

cannot say that the Gospel is not true. 



People are blind to the reality [or even possibility] of Jesus when their reasoning will 

not accept the possibility of the supernatural “That could have never happened.”  

However, the idea that unnatural and unlikely events could happen in supernatural 

circumstances, is the basis for the whole Gospel story.  

1. It is illogical to be a Christian who does not believe in the supernatural.  

2. It is also illogical for a Christian not to trust God’s Word [God’s Reasoning] 

3. Experience, emotion, society, culture and even scientific enquiry are not all we 

need to get by. We need faith in God 

4. We need Jesus. If Jesus is our source of reason then he can guide us into what is 

true and help us determine what is false. 

 

 

 

Example of right reasoning: Justin Martyr. 

Justin Martyr was an earlier Christian who understood Jesus to be the Reason of God  

Here is the introduction to his Defence of the Christian Faith: 
Reason directs those who are truly pious and philosophical to honour and love only 

what is true, declining to follow traditional opinions, if these be worthless. For not only 
does sound reason direct us to refuse the guidance of those who did or taught anything 

wrong, but it is incumbent on the lover of truth, by all means, and if death be 
threatened, even before his own life, to choose to do and say what is right.  

Justin Martyr and some of his followers sentenced to death in about 165AD.  

 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

The ultimate revelation in the story of the “Road to Emmaus” is that Jesus is a redeemer 

who will save the people from bondage to sin and death. This is the reason [or cause] of 

God. Consider this verse. 

  
Isaiah 1:18 "Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: though your sins are 

like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall 

become like wool. 

When he scolded the disciples for not knowing what the law and the prophets had said, 

he could have just as easily scolded them for not listening to what he had told them 

would happen to him. Perhaps he did not want to blow his cover too soon. The disciples 

do finally recognise him, when he breaks the bread. Perhaps they recall the teaching of 

the Last Supper and the penny drops. “Jesus told us he would die and rise again, this is 

Jesus.”  
 

If Jesus is the Reason of God, then how should we think? 
 
 
 

 


