
Even when it doesn’t feel like it 





 



 



 



 



 



 



Jeremiah 29:11 diversion 
 “God wants you to be rich”  - Paul Zane Pilzer 

 In a TIME poll, 61% of Christians believed that God wants 
people to be prosperous. (Usually meaning monetarily) 
 

 The gospel of health and wealth is attractive, popularist 
and on TV, but is it biblical? 

 

 Obadiah and the Minor  prophets sing 

“you’re only rich…because someone else is poor” 

“Its not God’s blessing, but inequity” 

 



 



 



Riches and wealth….warning 
 Rev 3:17 – Riches blinded the church 

 Psalm 49:16-20 – you can’t take it with you 

 Prov 22:16 – be careful that your wealth is not caused 
by oppressing the poor 

 The love of money is the root of all evil – 1 Tim 6:10 

 



Poverty blessing? 
 Prov 13:7 those that make themselves poor have great 

riches 

 James 2:5 the poor are rich in faith 

 Matt 5:3 – blessed are the poor 

 “Set your mind on things above, not on the things that 
are on the earth” -  Col 3:2   

 Jeremiah 29:11 prosperity = peace = shalom 

 “Peace I leave you, My Peace I give to you, not as the 
world gives it, let not your heart be troubled, neither 
let it be afraid”   - John 14:27 

 



A problem 
 The prosperity doctrine can influence how we see 

ourselves before God  

 Wealth = Blessed 

 Poverty = Cursed 

 Healthy = loved 

 Sick = hated 

 Happy = wanted 

 Sad = unwanted 



Context Context Context 
 Read Jeremiah 29:1-14 

 They are about to go into 70 years of captivity 

 A place about what they asked “how can we sing the 
Lord’s song in a strange land?” (Psalm 137:4) 

 A place that they could not comprehend was God’s will 
for them. (Jer 29:9) 

 A place that meant suffering and yet .. 

 In the midst of this God says he is with them and they 
matter to him – this is his will and purpose 



Consider 
 Do you think all those carried away into captivity 

deserved it? 

 Was it their sin necessarily that brought about the 
calamity? 

 Did it mean they didn’t matter to God because their 
situation was ‘difficult’? 



Do the Babylonians matter? 
 God asks them to bless their enemies! And to seek 

peace for those who are not of the ‘fold’! (Perhaps 
Daniel and his mates are part of the answer to this 
prayer? Dan 1-5) why? 

 Psalm 24:1 the earth is the Lords and all who are in it. 

 Reminiscent of Acts 8:1. persecution comes and 
disciples scatter taking the message of Jesus beyond 
Jerusalem. Why? 

Everyone matters 



God’s plans bigger than you 
 Sometimes our discomfort is for someone else’s 

blessing 

 Just look to the Jesus and the cross 

 Victory? - or 

 Suffering?  

 Jesus says pick up your cross and follow him but which 
one do you choose? 

 

 



Paul’s example 
 2Cor 6:1-10 

 2 Cor 10:7-10 

 Phil 4:12-13 

 And remember that scripture reassures us that despite 
our circumstances, God can be trusted – we matter so 
much that he will never leave or forsake us 



God does not leave us 
 In the world, trouble  - John 16:33 

 Taken to court   - Luke 21:12-19 

 Accused – killed   - John 16:2 

 Through the fire or water - Isaiah 43:2 

 Rich or poor   - 2Co 6:1-10 

 Health problems   - 2 Co 12:7-10 

 Sin / death    -  Heb 12:4 



Trust not in your circumstances 
 Trust in the cross 

“For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in 
him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making 
peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in 
your minds because of your evil behavior. But now he 
has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through 
death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish 
and free from accusation”  - 1 Col 1 :19-22 

 

 

 



interesting thought? 
 Interestingly Jeremiah 29:11 is not for 70 years meaning 

they personally would not see the “fulfilment of the 
promise!” 

 Is this actually speaking of an eternal reward? 

 Psalm 90:10 – the days of our lives are seventy years 

 We can trust God for this life, and the one to come 

 Form the cross Jesus said to his fellow sufferer –you 
will be with me today in paradise (Lk 23:43), which is 
the ultimate fulfilment of the promise we have been 
talking about 

 



Trust God 
 Hold on 

 Many give up – the spiritual battle is often around this 
and people give up too soon 

 Pray for the peace of all – not at the compromise of any 

 Help each other because… 

 You matter in helping others know they matter 


