


 



 



 



Last time in Review 

• Mark 6:30-44 – Jesus showed that his disciples 
mattered and the crowd mattered, and that 
he was the Lord, our Shepherd (Psalm 23) by 
looking out for their spiritual and physical 
needs. (He also showed that the birds 
mattered too (Matt 6:26) as they no doubt 
had a great feed from all the crumbs!) 



How do you show someone they 
matter to you? 

• Tell them so 

• Bake them muffins 

• Spend time with them 

• Go to their place 

• Go to their aid when they’re in trouble 

• Pray for them 

• Stand up for them, provide for them 

• Be interested in what they are interested in 



The back story to the 5000 

• Mark 6:7-13 

• Jesus sends out the 12 

– With his message and purpose 

– With his authority 

– With his blessing 

– With no resources – but the promise of provision 

• What  do you think he is telling them?  

(Especially considering what rookies they were!)  



God shows we really do matter! 
• If someone really matters, then you make a 

connection with them and involve them in what you 
do, trust them with your stuff, entrust them with 
making good decisions. 

• God gives us his spirit - Luke 11:13 

• God gives us gifts  - Eph 4:4-16 

• God asks us to work with him 

•      - Mark 6:7-13 

      - John 17:18 

      - Matt 28:19,20 

      - Rom 12:10 



God gives us His Spirit 

• Leads us into truth  - John 16:13 

• Brings comfort   - John 16:7 

• and courage   - Acts 1:8 

• Enables us to do our job -  

• Keeps the unity  - Eph 4:3 

• Brings spiritual gifts  - Rom 12:7 

• i.e. God with us! 



God has enriched our lives with gifts! 

• Everyone has gifts of God  - Eph 4:8 

• Includes your personality 

• Your style 

• Opportunities – experiences 

• Redemption 

• A past that is forgiven 

• Spiritual abilities  

• A word from God (prophecy) 

• A Church family to belong to 



Gifts need to be developed 

• Fan into flame….   - 2 Tim 6,7 

• The gifts we get are like seeds  - Matt 13:3-9 

• Experiences reflected upon and understood 

• Opportunities taken 

• Abilities refined 

• Negative traits submitted, Positive strengthened 

• Spiritual gifts practiced 

• Words of God taken to heart 

• Friendships at Church cultivated 



What stops us being fully enriched? 

• Two clues from Exodus 

• Ex 5:9 Pharaoh tries to stop the Israelites 
getting the gift of freedom by distraction and 
making them so busy that they cannot take 
hold of and understand what Moses is saying  

• Ex 4:10 sounds like fear held Moses back 

• My story 

 



Partnering in God’s work 

• Your will be done on earth -Matt 6:10 

• Look after widows and orphans 

• Helping others feel they matter 

• Speaking God’s word into the life of someone 
in love  

• Witness to God   - Acts 1:8 

• Listening and taking the opportunity he will 
give us to act for him 



All got a part to play 

• Parable of the Jigsaw puzzle – may not know 
what you are completing till everyone puts 
their bit in. 

• The Parable of the lost coin and sheep Luke 
15:1-10 (said about “sinners”)  

• Son of man came to seek and save the lost 
(Jesus preface to lost sheep in Matt 18:10-14) 

• Its not complete with out you – you have a 
significant contribution to make – you matter 



Practical application 

• Write name on front of puzzle piece and 
complete the picture on table up the back 

• Talent Show 

• Hospitality Show that someone else matters by 
taking them home for a meal 

• Put your name on Cleaning roster 

• Volunteer for kids/youth/elders/mission teams 

• Your prayers at a prayer meeting, eg Monday 
Morning or Monday night 

• South Dunedin mission team 25th and 1st Sep 

 



Lastly 

• Why do I ask your opinions in my Sermons? 
Because your thoughts matter, you matter, 
why do we want a church where all the people 
can share and chip in? Because you matter. 

• You may do things and think things differently, 
but that’s the point 

• Because YOU MATTER. 


