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Why a Turkey?

In Charles Dickens' The Christmas 
Carol Scrooge the scrounge 
awakes from his vision with a new 
perspective on Christmas and 
shows his change of heart by 
sending a prize turkey to his 
employee Bob Cratchit that they 
might find joy in the festival

The story apparently helped to revitalise Christmas in 
England as a celebration.
But the 25th December was a Pagan festival? Check out 
the Star of Bethlehem next Sunday night!



Why a Turkey?

• Isn’t it all a bit over the top?

• Food is nice and without it, you will die, but 
surely you don’t have to stress about it!!



Biblical precedent for feasting
• Deu 14:22-29  
• People of Israel, every year you must set aside ten 

percent of your grain harvest. Also set aside ten 
percent of your wine and olive oil, and the first-born of 
every cow, sheep, and goat. Take these to the place 
where the LORD chooses to be worshiped, and eat 
them there. This will teach you to always respect the 
LORD your God. But suppose you can't carry that ten 
percent of your harvest to the place where the LORD 
chooses to be worshiped. If you live too far away, or if 
the LORD gives you a big harvest, then sell this part and 
take the money there instead.  When you and your 
family arrive, spend the money on food for a big 
celebration. 



God is into feasting!
• Buy cattle, sheep, goats, wine, beer, and if there are 

any other kinds of food that you want, buy those too.  
And since people of the Levi tribe won't own any land 
for growing crops, remember to ask the Levites to 
celebrate with you. Every third year, instead of using 
the ten percent of your harvest for a big celebration, 
bring it into town and put it in a community 
storehouse. The Levites have no land of their own, so 
you must give them food from the storehouse. You 
must also give food to the poor who live in your town, 
including orphans, widows, and foreigners. If they have 
enough to eat, then the LORD your God will be pleased 
and make you successful in everything you do.



Old Testament Worship 

• Feasts to celebrate what God has done 

• Unleavened bread – out of Egypt ex 23:15 (14/1 - Passover)

• Weeks – harvest grain – ex23:16 (6/3 -Pentecost)

• Day of trumpets celebrate (1/7 - Lev 23:24)

• Day of Atonement –a fast not a feast – mourning, not joy 
(10/7 - Lev 23:26-31)

• Booths –remembering living in desert at harvest of fruits 
where they ate the best fruit before the Lord seven days  
(15/7 - Lev 23:34-43)

• Purim – A feast of Gods deliverance through Ester

• Sabbath - Isa 58:13  But first, you must start respecting the 
Sabbath as a joyful day of worship



What happened in the sacrifice?

• 1Sa 1:4,5  Whenever Elkanah offered a sacrifice, 
he gave some of the meat to Peninnah and some 
to each of her sons and daughters. But he gave 
Hannah even more, because he loved Hannah 
very much, even though the LORD had kept her 
from having children of her own. 

• An abundance of food to support us and others
• Reminiscent of Jesus
• The abundant life we have is not just for us – but 

so that we might share our lives with Others!



The picture of new life is a feast

• Isa 25:6 - 9

• On this mountain the LORD All-Powerful will prepare 
for all nations a feast of the finest foods. Choice wines 
and the best meats will be served. Here the LORD will 
strip away the burial clothes that cover the nations. 
The LORD All-Powerful will destroy the power of death 
and wipe away all tears. No longer will his people be 
insulted everywhere. The LORD has spoken! At that 
time, people will say, "The LORD has saved us! Let's 
celebrate. We waited and hoped-- now our God is 
here."



The new life of Christ is a feast

• Psa_23:5 You treat me to a feast, while my enemies watch. 
You honor me as your guest, and you fill my cup until it 
overflows.

• Mat_8:11 Many people will come from everywhere to enjoy 
the feast in the kingdom of heaven with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob.

• Mat 9:14, 15  One day some followers of John the Baptist 
came and asked Jesus, "Why do we and the Pharisees often 
fast, while your disciples never do?“ Jesus answered: The 
friends of a bridegroom don't go without eating while he is 
still with them. 

• Rev_19:9 Then the angel told me, "Put this in writing. God 
will bless everyone who is invited to the wedding feast of the 
Lamb." The angel also said, "These things that God has said 
are true."



The Jews get it wrong
A focus on the celebration rather than the reason for the celebration
• Amo 5:21-24 I, the LORD, hate and despise your religious 

celebrations and your times of worship.  I won't accept your 
offerings or animal sacrifices-- not even your very best.  No more 
of your noisy songs! I won't listen when you play your harps.  But 
let justice and fairness flow like a river that never runs dry. 

• Isa 1:11 -20 "Your sacrifices mean nothing to me…. I can't stand 
the evil you do on your New Moon Festivals or on your Sabbaths 
and other times of worship.  I hate your New Moon Festivals and 
all others as well. They are a heavy burden I am tired of carrying.  
"No matter how much you pray, I won't listen. You are too violent. 
Wash yourselves clean! I am disgusted with your filthy deeds. Stop 
doing wrong  and learn to live right. See that justice is done. 
Defend widows and orphans and help those in need.“ I, the LORD, 
invite you to come and talk it over. Your sins are scarlet red, but 
they will be whiter than snow or wool. If you willingly obey me, 
the best crops in the land will be yours. 



Christians get it wrong too

• 1Co 11:18-22  
• I am told that you can't get along with each other 

when you worship, and I am sure that some of what I 
have heard is true.  You are bound to argue with each 
other, but it is easy to see which of you have God's 
approval.  When you meet together, you don't really 
celebrate the Lord's Supper. You even start eating 
before everyone gets to the meeting, and some of you 
go hungry, while others get drunk. Don't you have 
homes where you can eat and drink? Do you hate 
God's church? Do you want to embarrass people who 
don't have anything? What can I say to you? I certainly 
cannot praise you. 



We get it wrong too

• Forget why this is so special

• Focus on the event rather than who its about

•Tokenistic for 
the poor

• I wonder 
what the Lord 
thinks?



The Christmas feast

• A shadow of the heavenly feast so…

• Be glad it is a special time! God has done an 
amazing thing for us in Christ

• Be Honouring – the feast points us to the full 
life and hope He has given us

• Be mindful and remember to help the poor 
and those that still do not have faith somehow 
in your celebration



Some good wisdom re feasting

• Pro_15:17 A simple meal with love is better than 
a feast where there is hatred.

• Pro_17:1 A dry crust of bread eaten in peace and 
quiet is better than a feast eaten where everyone 
argues. 

• Ecc_7:2 It's better to go to a funeral than to 
attend a feast; funerals remind us that we all 
must die. 

• Luk_14:13 When you give a feast, invite the poor, 
the crippled, the lame, and the blind.



Ideas for pointing to the Gospel 1 

• Ask – Why do you go to the trouble of a big Christmas dinner? 

• Note – A big feast points to Big event

• Ask – What was the Big event? 

• Tell the story of the Birth of Jesus the incarnation of God, the 
birth of the western calendar, the birth of new life, 

• Tell how the abundant table points to the abundant life Jesus 
promised – John 10:10

• But Salvation is not in the food – it is in faith in Jesus Christ. 

• If you eat Christmas dinner and never ate again – you die. 

• But those that eat the bread of heaven (receive Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Saviour – John 6:35)  though they may suffer, will 
live for ever. 



Ideas for pointing to the Gospel 2 

• Ask – Why do we go to the trouble of a big Christmas dinner? 

• Say – Big feasts are given to honour important people

• The Christmas feast is about honouring God for sending his 
son so that we may not die but have eternal life (John 3:16)

• The abundant table we eat in his honour points to our 
gratitude for the abundant life Jesus provides – John 10:10

• But life is not in the food – it is in faith in Jesus Christ. 

• Imagine turning up to a dinner to honour a great person and 
just enjoying the food but not paying your respects.  What 
would that be like?

• To celebrate Christmas without an acknowledgment of Jesus 
is, well… what do you think?


