
The Parable of the Sower 
Mark 4:1-20 



Who is the farmer? 

• Jesus telling us about himself. 

• He does not see himself as a lawgiver  

– The law was given through Moses, grace and truth 
through Jesus Christ (John 1:17)  

• He is neither ‘prophet’ or ‘politician’  

• And while he is a ‘Teacher’ (Matt 26:18) he is 
not like other teachers for he sees his job 
more akin to ‘sowing’ rather than ‘educating’. 



Jesus is about ‘sowing the word’ 

• Lawgiving, and teaching is often about rules 
and information and systems 

• Jesus sowing implies that the word is to ‘take 
root’ in someone’s life so that it infiltrates 
every part of them and becomes part of their 
“modus operandi” or the way they do things 
(which in turn then impacts on others). 

• A word so ‘planted’ has huge potential to 
grow and develop as opposed to a formula 
that just is what it is. 



The difference between the two 

• Law giving tells us what we should do, but 
struggles to be relevant when the situation 
changes because it cannot be adequately devised 
for every situation. 

• A ‘word’ can grow and develop becoming a 
pattern that is expressed no matter the 
circumstance 

• eg Love the Lord your God 
• Ezekiel prophesies that God will right his law on 

our hearts. That is exactly what Jesus is talking 
about 



How the brain works 

 



Examples of Jesus seeds 

• The Kingdom of heaven is like hidden treasure 
• The meek will inherit the earth 
• The first shall be last and the last shall be first 
• These statements are embryonic 
• They are given in such a way as to let the hearer 

chose what they will do with them – inviting 
them to take it deeper  

• Listen, reflect, develop –whatever (they may be 
ever seeing but never perceiving) – should they 
truly listen to it and take it deeply, it will change 
them 



The parable gives insight about us 

• We are like a garden and the outward things in 
our life grow out of what lies under the surface 

• Our actions start as the seeds of ideas, words, 
perceptions, experiences 

• In this sermon there will be a whole lot of stuff 
which I doubt you will remember, but my hope is 
that one idea may stick. An idea that the Holy 
Spirit is prompting you about, a seed from which 
good things will come ….. 

• A seed needs to grow to bear fruit and this is 
done as we meditate, cogitate, ruminate on it, eg 
Psalm 119:15,16  



Bad seeds can find their way into our 
garden too 

• Negative words that we allow to grow in our lives lead to 
weeds (Matt 13:25),  

• Words such as you’re useless, stupid, worthless, pathetic, 
etc are weed seeds, as are things about revenge, greed etc 

• Words like this come from the enemy, from sin and Satan. It 
comes through others but it is from that source.  

• To dig out a weed root recognise where it came from. It is a 
lie from the devil to stop you enjoying the blessings of God. 

• The words of God, of Jesus lead to life (John 6:63,68) 
• Words such as you are forgiven, your are clean, you have a 

purpose, you are my friend, you have a future etc are 
fruitful seeds 
 



Sowing ourselves 

• We are called to follow Jesus and use our 
words to sow eternal life 

• Often we say we are sowing seed when really 
we are giving laws, spouting rules. They do not 
connect. 

• Recognise that our enemy may use our words  
to bring destruction (eg. Peter telling Jesus not 
to go to the cross) 

• James warns us to watch our tongue 



What word is for you today? 

• Has something struck you?  

• What will you do about it?  

• This parable also makes it clear that if we are 
not careful the word God wants to plant in our 
life will be deemed ineffective unless WE do 
something about it. 

• How many times have you had to hear the 
same thing because you haven’t taken care of 
the ‘word’ 



I hear it but I lose it 

• Like seed on the path we hear it and it sticks 
but we soon move on. 

• Get smart. Remember it, write it down, put it 
in your bible, make a word association with it, 
draw a picture, tattoo it on your arm, hold 
onto it so that you may dwell on it 



It’s too close to the truth 

• Sometimes we start to let the word develop in 
us but it starts to affect areas in our lives 
where we don’t want it to go 

• The word then dies within us and we die with 
the word 

• What God wants to do in us is for the best. He 
will only move in us when we are ready for it. 
the Lord is gentle and merciful, his word is for 
your healing – let it grow 

 



Too much other stuff 

• Sometimes what God is growing in you gets 
overwhelmed by the weeds, the worries of 
money, status, insecurity etc and our fears and 
many other ‘weeds’ that rule our life 

• If this is the case it is time for some weeding! 
Get counselling, get prayer ministry, read good 
books and make decision based on the word 
not on the weed  



Let it grow, let it grow 

• The promise is that if it is let to grow, God’s 
word will bear fruit and fruit is always a joyful 
occasion 

• The seed is given to transform your life more 
into the purpose of Jesus, clean, free, joyful, 
hopeful, prepared for eternity and the 
presence of God.  



So what was the word to you today? 

• And what are you going to do with it? 


