
The Lord’s Prayer Sermon 3: “Hallowed be thy name” 

Often referred to as the first petition [the first thing we are to pray for]. 

Meaning of Hallowed  
To sanctify- Glorify or make more holy. How on earth can I make God more holy? He cannot be 

any holier than he is already; as he is unchanging.  

Well it’s not about him being more holy, but it is about the position we give to him in our prayer 
life. We have to recognise his holiness.  

God is described as many things in the Bible; Love, Justice, Wisdom, Peace, Jealous, Mercy, 

Light, Life, but only one attribute of God is emphasised three times in a row –Holy, Holy, Holy. 

Holiness is the foremost attribute of God and the one he wants us to focus on when we approach 
him in prayer. Holiness alone explains how the other attributes can be held together in tension.      
 
1Peter 3:15  but sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and be ready always to give an answer to 

everyone who asks you a reason of the hope in you, with meekness and fear;  

 

Application of sermon: How we ‘hallow’ his name?  
“We sanctify the Lord God in our hearts when we with sincerity and fervency adore him, when 
our thoughts of him are awful and reverend, when we rely upon his power, trust to his 
faithfulness, submit to his wisdom, imitate his holiness, and give him the glory due to his most 
illustrious perfections. We sanctify God before others when our deportment is such as invites 
and encourages others to glorify and honour him…” 

Matthew Henry 

When Jesus tells us that the first thing we should pray in the Lord’s Prayer is that God will be 

sanctified [Hallowed], he does it precisely so we don’t compromise who he is or diminish the 

glory of the things he has done, whether in the Old Testament, in the time of Jesus or today.  
We must revere God [his name and attributes] as he is revealed to us in the Bible [and 

particularly as revealed in Christ]. He must become the subject of our primary meditation.  

We must accept his full divine nature and be prepared to hold things in tension and study them, 

when they seem to contradict the image of God we have created in our own heads.  
This is traditionally done by beginning our prayer time with repentance and thanksgiving. 

Repentance reminds us of what God is doing for us everyday- helping us to reflect his image –

living like Jesus and dealing with personal sins. 

Thanksgiving reminds us of what God has done for us in the past [specifically paying our sin 
debt in full and granting us eternal life] and that is a comfort to us before we start praying for the 

present and the future. 

 

As we mature our meditation on who God is enables us to focus our prayers to the true God, not 
merely a whimsical god of provision alone or a god of love alone or a god of justice alone, but a 

God who is all 3 of these thing and more at the same time. 

[It is alright at times [in our life of faith] to pray desperately to anyone who is listening, 

but as we come to know God more and we come to understand his will our prayers 
should begin to be more submissive to his voice, rather than directive.] 

 

Often the problem people have is that they over emphasise one attribute or Name of God in their 

meditation without giving any thought to other attributes. This is why reading the whole Bible is 
important.   

 



Example of Justice and Love being a problem 

The concept of a God being equally a God of Love and Justice can be outside of our comfort 
zone so we either stop thinking about it altogether or we over emphasise Love or Justice. 

1. The danger of focusing too much on God as Love 

Often our reason for doing this is not to glorify God, but rather to appeal to our sinful nature. 

That is to say we soften the message so we don’t have to challenge ourselves with it.  
A sort of ‘spoilt brat mentality’ creeps into our prayers and God becomes a parent whom we can 

manipulate to get what we want because we can do no wrong in his eyes- after all he does love 

us doesn’t he?  

This attitude shows that repentance or humility is lacking. We have to remind ourselves that we 
are still subject to wicked desires. Many times throughout the Bible God destroys the wicked 

because he is justice, [like us] they deserved destruction. On the other hand God has saved some 

of the wicked although they didn’t deserve it, by his atoning sacrifice because he is merciful. 
 
Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
 

Contrary to ‘popular man-centered Christian belief’, God’s number one priority is not saving 
mankind; God’s first priority is making his attributes [like justice and mercy] known. In other 

words mankind endures God’s justice and mercy in order that God’s name is hallowed. 

If man were God’s number one priority- why would God ever have allowed man to suffer?  

Before man was made or the first sin was committed or the first thought of pain, suffering, fear 
or death ever came into existence… God was. Everything that has ever happened is part of his 

perfect plan, and the purpose of that plan was for him to be hallowed.   

Never forget- mankind’s purpose [just like everything else] is to enable the Glory to go to God.  

If we think that sin and death are accidents that God could not have prevented and now he is 
trying to clean them up for our benefit, we are in serious danger of feeling that we are entitled to 

God’s help. This sense of ‘entitlement’ can dramatically affect the way we pray, act think and 

feel. 

Please note: “human rights” do apply [and are important] when we are dealing with other 
humans, but our attitude toward human rights should not carry over into our conversations 

with God. They do not apply at all when we deal with holy God. 

 
Exodus 33:18  Moses said, "Please show me your glory."  
33:19  And he said, "I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you 

my name 'The LORD.' And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy 
on whom I will show mercy.   

 
It is only when we realise that we are not worthy and yet God, in his mercy and generosity, has 

thought of us and has saved us from our rightful punishment; that we can be grateful and cry out 

sincerely; ‘hallowed be thy name.’  

 
Exodus 34:4  So Moses cut two tablets of stone like the first. And he rose early in the morning 

and went up on Mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him, and took in his hand two 
tablets of stone.  

34:5  The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of 
the LORD.  

34:6  The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and 
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness,  



34:7  keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who 
will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the 
children's children, to the third and the fourth generation."  

 

2. The danger of focusing too much on God as Justice 

The other problem some people have [in prayer] is that they spend the whole time beating 

themselves up. Some people call this worm theology [making your self feel like a worm].  
Yes, we are all guilty before God, so when Jesus bore our sin on the cross God’s wrath was not 

lighter than it should have been- but it all went on Jesus. He took the punishment and we go free. 

We are all in this together and we have been made right with God through Christ. We must not 

get so stuck in repentance mode that we entirely forget about the wonderful news that we are 
free. Thanksgiving is the key to getting out of feeling like a worm. 

An enormous amount of being able to sanctify the name of God is being grateful.  

God is motivated by his love for us and the majority of the petitions in the Lord’s Prayer [as we 

will see over the next few sermons] attest to his love for his people and his provision for their 
physical and spiritual needs. 

 
Romans 3:24  and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 

Jesus,  

 

Final thoughts on the holiness of the Name of God 
The name of God יהוה, also known as the Tetragrammaton YHWH, appears more than 6500 

times in the Old Testament. It was feared and reverenced above all other names.  

 
Exodus 3:13  And Moses said to God, Behold, when I come to the sons of Israel, and shall say to 

them, The God of your fathers has sent me to you, and they shall say to me, What is His 
name? What shall I say to them?  

3:14  And God said to Moses, I AM THAT I AM. And He said, So you shall say to the sons of 
Israel, I AM has sent me to you.  

3:15  And God said to Moses again, You shall say this to the sons of Israel, Jehovah the God of 
your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. 
This is My name forever, and this is My title from generation to generation. 

 

Hebrew people were not allowed to pronounce it at all so when they were reading the scriptures 
they simply said Adonai [which means Lord]. We often add vowels and say Yahweh or Jehovah 

but most of our English Bibles translate the word LORD [with capitals]. When Jesus’ followers 

referred to him as Lord, they were implying he was יהוה. No wonder the devout Jews thought 

that the Christians were irreverent. 
I’m not sure why God has an unpronounceable name, but perhaps it is because so many of his 

attributes are held in tension, Justice and mercy, Anger and Love, vengeance and forgiveness, 

jealousy and compassion, abundant provision and discipline, fire and water, beginning and end. 

“Who are you” cries Moses, “I am that I am”, is the reply. No name can sum up the transcendent 
God, but on the other hand only one name can reveal who he to us…the name of Jesus. 

God chose to reveal himself to us as a man; humble but vocal; easy to listen to but hard to 

understand; gentle but fierce; priest and sacrifice; with the name Jesus; meaning saviour.  

The burning bush and the person of Jesus Christ are one and the same. It makes no sense at all, 
and yet it makes perfect sense at the same time. 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adonai


Act s 4:10  be it known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, in this name does this 
man stand before you whole.  

4:11  This is the Stone which you builders have counted worthless, and He has become the Head 
of the Corner.  

4:12  And there is salvation in no other One; for there is no other name under Heaven given 
among men by which we must be saved.   

 

 

Jesus, the mere mention of His name can calm the storm, heal the broken, raise the dead. At 

the name of Jesus, I've seen sin-hardened men melted, derelicts transformed, the lights of 
hope put back into the eyes of a hopeless child...  

At the name of Jesus, hatred and bitterness turned to love and forgiveness, arguments cease.  

I've heard a mother softly breathe His name at the bedside of a child delirious with fever, and 

I've watched that little body grow quiet and the fevered brow cool.  
I've sat beside a dying saint, her body racked with pain, who in those final fleeting seconds 

summoned her last ounce of ebbing strength to whisper earth's sweetest name--Jesus, 

Jesus...  
Emperors have tried to destroy it; philosophies have tried to stamp it out. Tyrants have tried 

to wash it from the face of the earth with the very blood of those who claimed it. Yet still it 

stands.  

And there shall be that final day when every voice that has ever uttered a sound--every voice 
of Adam's race shall raise in one great mighty chorus to proclaim the name of Jesus--for in 

that day "every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord!!!"  

Ah--so you see--it was not mere chance that caused the angel one night long ago to say to a 

virgin maiden, "His name shall be called Jesus." Jesus--Jesus--Jesus. You know, there is 
something about that name...  

Gloria Gaither 

 

If you are still struggling to pray ‘hallowed by thy name’ all you have to do is ponder the 
extraordinary lengths that Jesus went to on the cross for your sake. 

Hallowed be the name of Jesus indeed. 

Your sin debt [and mine], are paid in full and we can share in his resurrection at the end of the 

age. 
He did it because he loves us- Yes- But let us not forget - mostly he did it for the Glory of God. 

Let us humble ourselves and seek to live like Jesus.  

The glory of man is not God’s primary objective. Those who are saved are saved in order to 

proclaim the glory of God and enjoy him.  
 

 

For the Glory of God 

 
Soli Deo Gloria   

http://www.fivesolas.com/5solas.htm#deo

