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The Impact of Pentecost (Part 1) 

Acts 1 vs 1-11; Acts 2 vs 1-41 

Introduction 

Luke-Acts to Theophilus; Holy Spirit is mentioned more times in the gospel of Luke more than the other three 

gospels. Luke lived a life in the Spirit. 

Holy Spirit-teaching has divided the universal Church over the past 100 years. People have had bad teaching, 

people have had good teaching that has challenged the thinking of many, some have experienced spiritual 

abuse and some are just over the Holy Spirit and avoid any talk about Him because of a fear of reaction. 

Myth clearing: Talk in the world about the ‘the human spirit.’ What they are really talking about is the soul of 

man. We are tripartite-body (physical body), soul (thoughts, feelings, who we are, personality) and spirit (, 

because of sin, which is dead until we have an encounter with the Holy Spirit in the new birth). 

Jesus in the Old Testament 

Lack of OT teaching in light of the new. When we read the OT we have to see it through the lens of the New 

and the work of Jesus. Paul reminds us of two things about the OT; it is there to teach us not to make the same 

mistakes as God’s people did then (1 Cor. 10 v11) and that the methods of worship and reaching God were a 

foreshadow of what was to come (Colossians 2 v 17/Hebrews 8 v 5).  

-his life a repeat of Jewish history 

- In the festivals too Jesus explains the real meaning of them. He is the Passover Lamb, the atoning sacrifice for 

sin and He has become the great High Priest who stands in the gap between God and man.  

What of Pentecost? Why? 

It was a feast of the Jews, 50 days after Passover/Unleavened Bread. It was on the 6
th

 of the 3
rd

 month of 

Juvan in the Jewish calendar.It was to celebrate the first or early wheat harvest (Ex 34v22, Ex 23v16, 

Lev.23v16,Numbers 28v26, Deut, 16v10). Comparisons to day might be having new potatoes and broad beans 

at Christmas; our early harvest. It was no accident therefore that God decides to send the Holy Spirit on the 

day of Pentecost because this brought in the first harvest of people; Pentecost fulfilled. 

The last festival of the Jewish calendar ends in the 7
th

 month, the final harvest, preceded on the first day of 

the 7
th

 month, the day of Atonement. What does this tell us?  The number seven is a perfect number, one of 

completion. There will come a redemption day when Jesus comes back and takes the full harvest of people for 

Himself. Paul reminds us to look up for our redemption draws nigh. 

Please do not discredit the value of the Old Testament; Jesus is there! 

The Holy Spirit at work in the Old Testament 

The Spirit of God comes upon people for specific tasks and at times examples include: Gideon, Samson, David, 

Elijah and Elisha. The Spirit or presence of God comes in power and the priests fall to the ground in the 

consecration of the Temple. It was usually for special people. Today there is a Priesthood of all belivers, there 

should not be a divnde in the Chruch between ‘clergy’ and laity’ it wa snever God’s intention. 

But the Holy Spirit does not dwell in people permanently. Joel (Joel 2 vs 28) prophesied there would come a 

day when the Spirit of God would be poured out on all flesh, which had the start of its fulfilment at the day of 
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Pentecost. God also promised that there would come a day when the Spirit would indwell and be a permanent 

residence in our lives (Ez 37v14). 

Holy Spirit in the New Testament 

When we come to the New Testament it seems there are three things the Spirit will do: 

1)He will indwell 

Jesus said in John 14 v 17 ‘...the Spirit of truth... but you know Him and will be in you.’ In John 14 v 23, ‘...If 

anyone loves me, he will keep my word and my father will love Him and we will come to him and make our 

abode with him.’ This is incarnational;  the idea that the living God will come and live in His created beings is 

amazing and strikingly different to any other religion in the world.  

Before we came to Christ our spirit was dead because of sin; not able of ourselves to reach God. Jesus talks to 

Nicodemus-until we are born again of God’s Spirit we cannot see God (John 3 vs 5-8). 

We cannot understand God until our eyes have been opened and our prayers about others who do not know 

God need to be on those lines. It is the Spirit of God who will convict, that is not our job! (John 16 v 8).  

Isaac Watts was able to write, ‘Once I was blind but now I see...’ in his hymn ‘Amazing Grace.’ When we 

accepted Jesus as our Lord and Saviour, as a result of the work of the Holy Spirit, our spirits were set free and 

we can have a relationship with God; the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  

Jesus after his resurrection breathed on the disciples to receive the Holy Spirit, before Pentecost (John 20 v 

22). 

2)He comes ‘upon’ the same as what happened in the Old Testament and anoint us for specfici tasks: 

 The angel Gabriel said the Holy Spirit would come upon her to conceive Jesus (Luke 1 v 35); When Jesus 

comes out of the Jordan River, the Holy Spirit comes upon Him and a dove appeared (Luke 3 v 22). Jesus later 

declares that the Spirit of the Lord is upon Him for the work he has to do (Luke 4 vs 18-19).  

3)He will fill us with His Spirit:  

Elizabeth is filled with the Holy Spirit when she knows Mary has come (Luke 1 v 41) John the Baptist promises 

more than water baptism but a baptism in Holy Spirit (Luke 3 v 16).On the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirt 

filled the 120 people wh were watiting; The Holy Spirit fills the people in the house of Cornelius (Acts 10); the 

Holy Spirit filled Paul as he was converted (Acts 9) 

Later Paul asks us to be filled with the spirit and not get drunk (Eph.5 vs 18-21), implying it is not a one off 

experience, we daily need the filling and empowering of the Holy Spirit. The purpose of this fullness of the Holy 

Spirit is to empower us to do His work and give us the boldness to witness; it is not just there for a fuzzy or nice 

feeling (Acts 1 v8). 

The Impact of Pentecost 

1) An act of Faith: Jesus tells the disciples to wait for the promise of the Father. He said they would 

receive power (Acts 1 v 8). 

Jesus also said that the Holy Spirit would also bring comfort/strength- literally ‘paraclete’, the one 

who comes alongside (John 16 v 7). 
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Jesus promised Holy Spirit would inspire them to speak words they had not planned (Matthew 10vs 

19-20). 

Jesus said the Father would send the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him (Luke 11 v 13).  

Jesus also said the Holy Spirit would be their teacher to bring to their remembrance of what Jesus had 

said (John 14 v 26) 

Great acts in God’s eyes have been done because people have acted on what God has said to them.  

Joshua was told by God to lead the people of Israel into the Jordan River to cross over into the 

promised land; not knowing what would happen, but when the Priest’s feet touched the water they 

were held back (Joshua 3 v 13).  

Hebrews 11v 1 defines faith as, ‘the assurance/substance of things hoped for, the 

evidence/conviction of things not seen.  

Abraham believed God about going to a new land to live and that his descendants would be huge 

(Hebrews 11 v 8) and Sarah his wife is recorded as one who was faithful because she believed the 

promise of God (Hebrews 11).  

Missionaries can tell stories of the same things. People are given visions, words and follow God in 

faith. Faith is given by God as he gave it to these disciples.But it has to be based in His work and 

calling. We can get into big trouble, doing things in our own strength if they are not founded in God; 

God ideas. Walking in faith is not blind jumping into something without a mandate from God.  

2) There was an effect: There were three manifestations of the Spirit (Acts 2 v 1-3); a might wind that 

filled the room; tongues of fire (suggesting the presence of God and purity/cleansing) on their heads 

and they started praising God in other tongues. This effect spilled out onto the street that people 

thought they were drunk.  

     If the Spirit of God comes to you there is an effect but He comes in different ways and with different 

manifestations. Both in the book of Acts (Acts 2, 4 v 31,1vs 44-45) and through the centuries the Holy 

Spirit has come upon individuals and people in different ways.  

We must try not to limit God by our past or others experience, we can’t transplant another’s 

experience or our own xepreince of the Holy Spirit at another place or time. This can be the danger of 

some denominational Christianity and can be harmful where we discredit others experience of God’s 

Spirit because it does not quite fit the formula we know.  

Quenching or grieving of the Spirit (Is. 63 v10/Eph 4 v 30) can happen because we prevent Him 

working how He wants or stopping Him completely. He is the perfect gentleman, He comes knocking 

but we have to let Him in (Song of Songs, the lover wooing his love is a picture of this). 

3) At least one life was transformed: Peter was held back by a sense of unworthiness and fear before 

he was changed:  

 Peter when put under scrutiny about his faith was fearful as his attempt to walk on the water 

failed (Luke 14 vs 22-33) the waters edge 

 He runs away in the garden and denies Jesus (Mark 14),  

 He has a transformed relationship and discovers who he really is in God (John 21).  
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 He then takes charge of 120 band of disciples and others after having an encounter with the 

Holy Spirit (John 20 v 22) to appoint a new Apostle (Acts 1).  

 He then preaches two sermons to crowds of thousands (Acts 2 and 3), such is the power of 

the Holy Spirit in our lives if we let him move. Peter a fisherman, who had not trained as 

Rabbi but under the tutelage of Jesus for three years 

What holds us back from walking into all God has for us? 

Unworthiness, we do not feel good enough. None of us are worthy of ourselves, we can do nothing to 

change who we are but the Holy Spirit as he reveals Jesus can. Of ourselves we can do nothing it is 

only the Spirit of God-He is the change agent.  

Titus 3 vs 4-7 

'But when the kindness of God our Saviour and His love for mankind appeared. He saved us not on 

the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness but according to His mercy, by the washing 

of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us richly through Jesus 

Christ our Saviour, that being justified by His grace we might be made heirs according to the hope of 

eternal life. ' 

Ephesians 2 vs 4-5, ‘But God being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 

even when we were dead in our sins, made us alive (or ‘quickened us’) and made us alive together 

with Christ.’ That is what the Spirit of God does for us. 

Fear- One commentator said that we experienced fear in the garden of Eden and we have been 

running away from God ever since.  

Fear leads to avoidance and we miss out on what God wants for us. We need to be honest before 

God-He knows the games we play. 

Our fear of what it might look like, what others think is huge in our humanness. Throughout the Old 

Testament Prophets Israel were told repeatedly, ‘Do not fear O Jacob.’  (Is 43v1 example). What was 

Jacob most fearful of? His brother Esau. Are we fearful of others? 

Are we fearful of the Holy Spirit of what might say to us? Do we avoid with activity even in church 

life so we do not hear from God? Holy Spirit is gentle, like a dove, he comes to us where we are. 

Harbouring fear means the enemy then has a foothold in our lives and the fear grows. The enemy 

will come to steal, kill and destroy (John 10) and if he can do it through fear he will. 

The antidote to fear is love (1 John 4 vs 18-19) and knowing that anew by the Holy Spirit. I love the 

Holy Spirit because He makes Jesus known to us. Invite Him into your fears and allow Him to change 

them into boldness and confidence in Him. It happened to Peter it can happen to anyone. 

CONCLUSION 

 Let’s have acts of faith founded in God 

 Give the Holy Spirit room to move in your life 

 There may be people here who are fearful and feel unworthy and need the Holy Spirit today or for the 
first time. 

 I believe the Holy Spirit wants to work in our lives in powerful and effective ways to reach our world. 


