
The Impact of Pentecost (2) 

Recap last week: role of the Holy Spirit (O&NT); promises; act of faith to wait for what God had promised; effect of Holy Spirit; Peter, a transformed man 
Questions last week; response to sermons and why do we need to be filled with the Holy Spirit? 
This week; to show the impact of the Holy Spirit and the nature of the priorities the Church & need to look at to be effective in its mission. 

Point/Focus Application/Thinking 

1.Signs and wonders of the move of God; Jesus promised signs would come 
following preaching and that greater works would come (Mark 16 vs 15-18, John 
14v 12). The early Church is characterised by acts of the supernatural, thoughout 
church history and into the present day.  
-Preaching that had an effect, boldness- 3,000 people became Christians; Holy Spirit 
on Peter, a fisherman (Acts 2 v 41, 4v 31) 
-Speaking in tongues (later other gifts in Acts); initially a sign to the Jews from Joel’s 
prophecy; not all speak in tongues-The Samaritans received the gift of the Spirit 
(Acts 8 v 17) and Paul was filled with the Spirit (Acts 9v 17-18), no mention that they 
spoke in tongues and Paul was baptised after he was filled with the Holy Spirit. 
(Though people knew that had happened; a physical outworking). 
Healings, the man at the Temple (Acts 3) and later it is mentioned (Acts 5 v 12/vs 
15-16) that people were brought to be healed. 

Signs and wonders happen today; we miss the small miracles and can always look 
for the big ones; answered prayers are a good example; we can become ‘sign 
followers’ and miss what God is doing in our midst. The gifts are available to us all as 
we receive the Holy Spirit, we have to be available; 1 Cor 14 tells us that God 
distributes them as he wants to. We do not have to be special people; following 
Christian leaders with great ministries is OK but what impact is it having on your 
life? We are all Priests before the Lord and these gifts are for each of us and not just 
some special people as it was in the OT.  
Effect of miracles: From the life of Jesus and certianly in the early Church miracles 
brought crowds initially but people soon forget; it is the same with great reveivals in 
history; the signs can impress for a while but if the person is not impacted in a 
personal way by then no change comes and people drift away. 
Not a rule book; Acts is not a rule book about how the Holy Spirit ‘should work’-in 
Acts he works differently; be careful of teaching that ties the Holy Spirit down, that 
restricts His movements-a sign of our need for control/He can’t be 
controlled/thinking we have it all tied up.  
They are for reasons; for the glory of God and for edifying others, not for man’s 
glory; speakers who do not point to Jesus. Nor for people who want an exciting 
feeling but then it goes nowhere. 
False signs and wonders; human nature, demonic activity, we need discernment-if 
it is all about man and his elevation, then be careful. 
 

2.A Distinct Community: 
Acts 2 vs 42-47/4vs32-37/Acts 6 vs 1-7: A community of people who were 
generous, did not hold onto possessions too heavily, shared with others in need and 
showed hospitality. This stood out in the community. 
Acts 5: This was a holy community where sin was not tolerated; sin effects the 
whole and the witness of the whole;  
People were fearful of joining them and held them in high esteem. 

BEING GENEROUS WITH WHAT WE HAVE 
How generous are you? Do things hold you? How do you give your life away for 
others? This is a Jesus thing-He did it and had nothing of material value; he had 
another focus. Jesus (Matthew 5-7); Paul (Romans 12 vs 1-2) Hebrews (12 vs 1-3)& 
John (1 John 2 vs 15-17) remind us not to be entangled with the need for the 
world’s stuff; our focus is elsewhere and that what can make us a distinct 
community 
Are we hospitable? When was the last time we had someone round for tea? 



Overnight? 
Time, money, sharing of rescources-We can spend our money on things that have 
no lasting value; the kingdom of God should be our priority. Paul encouragers us to 
give cheerfully and be committed to what we said we would give, even if that is 
costly (2Cor 8v14/9v6-7).Our abundance of money is so others can be helped, 
according to Paul. Paul knew how to be in plenty and in want and in all he was 
contented. 
BEING DIFFERENT: 
The word ‘Church’ comes from the Greek, ‘Ekklesia’ meaning , ‘called out ones.’ 
We are meant to be different in all we do in the world. Early Church stood out in a 
Pagan culture. Do we go the extra mile for others? Are we to keen to give up on 
others who have strggles-let’s be different. 
BEING HOLY: 
SIN in our lives-Are we accountable about our lives to others in areas of our 
struggle with sin? Hidden sins, that is what Annas and Sapphira were in trouble 
for, they were not transpeaent; bringing these into the light before God and trusted 
others, it breaks their power and releases shame. Don’t struggle with the shame on 
your ow, it leads to further helplessness. 

3. A Balanced Community: Acts 2 v 42-four pillars of Church life; fellowship, prayer, 
teaching and communion. 
Their teaching based on the OT and what Jesus had taught the disciples about 
Himself (start of oral tradition that became written down) kept them secure in their 
faith and close to the word of God. 
Meeting together was vital for the Church for building up, equipping and 
remembering; but not an end in itself it was for equipping so they could reach the 
world. 

Gather Together; not only on a Sunday or home group, but at other times, have and 
make time for each other, go out for coffee. Hebrews encourages us to not forsake 
meeting together (Hebrews  10vs 24-25) as ‘Church’ in all its various forms, where 
two or three are gathered in my name (Matt 18v 20)-that is Church. Not just about 
a Sunday meeting. 
Be Grounded in His word and a correct interpretation of his word; ’Don’t make a 
theology out of obscure things.’ There are unclear things in the word, try not to 
jump to conclusions and make connections where there are not any.  
Read and hear things but please test them against what you read in His word.  
Look at the big picture revelation and the context as good starting points. Avoid 
saying to non-Christains you bleive the bible literally- as no one does. 
Read and study His word, the more you do, the more you will digest it and see the 
themes and be shown revelation. Take what you hear seriously from this Church,  
 

4. A Persecuted People 
Acts 4 vs 1-22: The Apostles were bold in speaking out the truth about the gospel. 
Jesus promised that we should not be fearful about what you might say if arrested 
for your faith, the Holy Spirit will assist (Matt 10vs 19-20). 

It is a sign of living a life guided by the Holy Spirit that we will face persecution and 
I was once told if we were not being persecuted was our faith being distinct enough. 
Increasingly our worldview will clash with that of Satan; such as the gay marriage bill 
and its implications for us. 



Acts 5 vs 17-42: Arrest, imprisoned, re-arrested and flogged. 
Acts 6-7: Stephen is stoned 
Acts 12 vs 1-17: James is beheaded, Peter imprisoned and released miraculously. 
Persecution resulted in the Church spreading; they fled but where they went the 
gospel went with them. Did God allow the persecution so they could move on in 
their calling? 

Jesus said we are not to be surprised by persecution, it is going to happen (Matt 5 
vs 10-12)- ‘all evil and false accusation against you.’ 
2 Tim 3 v 12; 1 Peter 3 v 17; Being persecuted for being good is to be expected. 
Often if we do a good job and work hard we can be seen as different and be accused 
of all sorts of things and be bullied. 
1 Peter 4 v 15: However not because we are being horrible! (Christians can be 
notorious for claiming persecution when they have hardly been Christian in their 
behaviour!). 
Church grows the most where there has been persecution; the fastest growing 
Churches in the world are the persecuted ones; China, less than a million believers 
when the Communists threw the missionaries out; over 50 million in 1978, 
estimated survey, after some of the most intense persecution. 
 
1 Peter 2 vs 21/4vs 12-19- Not a gospel of ‘happy days and roses’ it is about the 
story of the cross; prosperity gospel (based in a sickness free/trouble free/financial 
abundance mentality/image conscious leaders) is not biblical. 

5. A Missional People 
Jesus’ commission was strategic-Acts 1 v 8; Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and all over 
the known world. 
This is the legacy of the impact of Pentecost, we are here because they went and 
shared. 

A grateful people to those who have gone before and shared the gospel through 
history so we could be saved. 
A people living lives as examples of Jesus; living lives of integrity and humility who 
admit mistakes 
A people who can share the hope we have, in the most natural way possible, in 
general conversation 
What are we doing with what we have been given? We can be fat  Christians, full 
of knowledge but it does not vhange our lives or those of others. 
Are you supporting mission? Missionaries in our Church need your prayers, finance 
and support. 
Prayer breakfast focus-how we are being a missional Church, we can rejoice in that 
and the impact we are having but  more can be done. 

Conclusion: Church life focused on: 
1) Moving and guidance of the Holy Spirit in the way He wants to work in our congregation and not follow rules or transplanting of an experience; ask to be prayed for, a renewal of the Holy Spirit 
2) Being a distinct people of integrity and generosity 
3) Being a people that are grounded in His word and building up of each other, so we can be equipped 
4) A people who are persecuted 
5) A people who are focused on mission; Acts is all about equipping and doing mission 


