
The Character of Jesus 

How Mark reveals the nature of God 
in the Son of God 



Character is supreme in life, hence Jesus stood 
supreme in the supreme thing - so supreme 
that, when we think of the ideal, we do not add 
virtue to virtue, but think of Jesus Christ, so that 
the standard of human life is no longer a code  

but a character. 
E. Stanley Jones 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/e/estanleyj270451.html


Marks Gospel 1:16-45 



God reaches out to Man 

The Creation of Adam Sistine Chapel – Michelangelo 



Jesus reaches out – 
the Kingdom of God is at Hand 

• To four fishermen with a call to a bigger life 

• To the people in the synagogue with the word of truth 

• To the demon possessed with power to make him free 

• To Peter’s mother in law with a recognition of her need 

• To the crowds after sunset with healing and hope 

• To God his father with absolute focus 

• To those he had not yet met with determined intent 

 



When Jesus then is with the multitudes, He is 
not in His house, for the multitudes are outside 
of the house, and it is an act which springs from 
His love of men to leave the house and to go 
away to those who are not able to come to Him.  

Origen  



Jesus reaches out – 
the Kingdom of God is at Hand 

• To four fishermen with a call to a bigger life 

• To the people in the synagogue with the word of truth 

• To the demon possessed with power to make him free 

• To Peter’s mother in law with a recognition of her need 

• To the crowds after sunset with healing and hope 

• To God his father with absolute focus 

• To those he had not yet met with determined intent 

• To the outcast leper without holding back. 

 



Jesus reaching out and 
touching the leper was… 

a) An everyday happening? 

b) Hugely significant? 

c) Done carefully? 



Jesus holds nothing back  
The bible further records him reaching out  
• To children  
• To “Gentiles” (people of all nationalities) 
• To his enemies 
• To me, to you, to us 
With not only a message of the Kingdom of God, but the 

experience of the Kingdom as well  
• Healing 
• Forgiveness 
• Friendship 
• Comfort 
• Truth 
• A spiritual transaction … etc 



How do we respond? 



Jesus says “Follow me” 

He calls us to reach out as he did 

• To fishermen (our church has few “self-
employed” members compared to the 
community) 

• To each other (there are those in our midst who 
really need us to stop thinking about ourselves) 

• To those existing outside our comfort zones 

• To Him (God/Jesus/Holy Spirit) 

• Without holding back. 



God is in the slums, in the cardboard boxes 
where the poor play house. God is in the 
silence of a mother who has infected her 
child with a virus that will end both their 
lives. God is in the cries heard under the 
rubble of war. God is in the debris of wasted 
opportunity and lives, and God is with us if 
we are with them. 

 

Bono (U2) 



It’s your call 


