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Sunday 8th November 2015 Faith Lessons from Peter with Jesus 

Bible reading: Matthew 14 vs 22-33 

Introduction 

-The themes of this story are of faith, fear, doubt and  

-Fear is a biblical theme, from the Garden of Eden onwards; God reminds us through scripture, not to be afraid 

and Jesus Himself repeatedly told His disciples they were not to be afraid. 

-God knows that fear paralyses the human heart and can prevent us reaching Him and the life, bring fully alive 

He wants us to have (John 10 v 10). 

-We can be gripped by fear and the fruit of it called anxiety. We can experience physically and emotionally 

what fear is like, yet still know the presence of Jesus and faith in Him in the midst of it. This is what Peter did.  

Background to passage 

 Sea of Galilee- was known for freak storms and under currents; it is 21kms in length and 13kms in 

width. The disciples were experienced fishermen but still had a healthy respect and fear of the sea. 

 The disciples after a harrowing day were sent off by boat by Jesus to the other side. Jesus takes 

Himself off by Himself to pray and be alone with His Father. He was perhaps peopled out!  

 The disciples in the passage, are struggling to get to the other side, as the winds are contrary to the 

direction they were heading and waves are battering the boat.  

 They are ‘many stadia’ from the land. Stadia are the measurements of distance, a stadia was 600 

yards or 550 metres. Jesus comes to them walking on the water during the fourth watch of the night, 

between 3-6am.   

The Events 

 Jesus comes to them walking on the water, they think it is a ghost. Jesus allays their initial fears. 

 Peter asks Jesus to command him to walk to Him on the water. Jesus says, ‘Come.’  

 Peter walks on the water for a short time. He looks at the battering, moving waves and panics. He 

becomes afraid of what he sees and has taken his eyes of Jesus. 

 Peter begins to sink, Peter calls out for Jesus to save him, Jesus pulls him up out of the water 

 Jesus tells Peter that he had little faith and asks him why he doubted. The reply if there was one, is 

not recorded. What might Peter have said? 

 Jesus gets into the boat, the waves settle down and the wind stops. 

 All this time the other disciples are sitting in the boast, perhaps fearful, perplexed or just a bit 

comfortable too but they have another realisation of who this man is- they declare Him to be the ‘Son 

of God.’ (v33). 

What can we learn from this amazing account? 

A) LEAP OF FAITH: Stepping out in faith, like Peter did on the water, is both fearful and risky. Fearful 

because it is the unknown and risky because we could fall on our faces and look stupid to others. 

Peter knew the sea was choppy, it did not stop him from having a go.  

 

Faith is not stupidity but has to be based on a sense that God is leading you (Hebrews 11 v 1). 

Peter’s leap of faith was based on a command from Jesus. He submitted His will to Jesus by asking 

Him first and then Jesus said to come.  

 

Despite what people may say, all of us are afraid at times of what other might be thinking of us. 

We lose our standing or reputation when we have a go and it goes wrong.  
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It was easy for Peter in some ways, as he had Jesus in front of Him, he could hear and see him 

physically- we do not have that privilege. That is why Peter said to Thomas, ‘Blessed are those who 

believe without seeing.’ (John 20 v 25). Many people who I ask about if they believe in spiritual 

things, can say, I only believe what I can see and reason. So our walk with Jesus is by faith.  

 

So how do we know when Jesus is saying, ‘come.’ Many people claim to hear from God- I do believe 

God speaks by the Holy Spirit to us. But many have done things in the name of God that are clearly 

crazy, dangerous and make Christianity look stupid to others. Proverbs reminds us (Proverbs 11 

v14/15v22) that it is always wise to seek for counsel. It is wise to be accountable about the things we 

hear from God and be safe about it- for ourselves and others. The more we spend time with Jesus 

the more we will, like the sheep, know His voice (John 10 vs 4-5). 

  

B) FEAR: Peter took his eyes off Jesus and looked at the waves and became fearful that he was going 

to drown. Anxiety is the fruit of fear, which Peter was experiencing. It is human to run away from 

uncomfortable feelings like fear. The result of fear is denial and avoidance.  

 

In our lives, we may not be in a situation where we need to walk on water but like Peter, we can 

often look at the disturbance of the waters of our lives, a situation or event that is overwhelming 

and take our eyes off the one who can take us through it. We need to feast on Jesus. At times of 

greatest challenge in our lives, Jesus often takes us to the point where we are tested even more.  

 

Brennan Manning, says, ‘When we are fearful we try and control things, rather than trust God.’ We 

need to look to Jesus.  

 

We need to realise our need of Him, Peter knew who to call on, in his time of fear. Jesus said we are 

blessed if we know our constant need of Him (Matthew 5).  So when we are afraid we need to ask 

Him to come into our fears and tell Him how we are feeling. Paul says to be anxious for nothing but 

bring it all to God (Philippians 4 v 6). Despite how you are feeling physically and emotionally (body 

and soul), it should not stop us from doing it; those feelings will be present anyway and God will not 

necessarily take them away 

 

C) DOUBT: - so did Peter fail? No, he walked on water for a brief time. In some ways we cannot have 

faith without both fear and doubt. Doubt is not a sin but it does not bring us to faith, unless we use it 

as a springboard for faith.  We need to admit we have doubts. Pride can enter our hearts instead of 

learning from our doubts, fears and mistakes. What should we do when we have had a go at 

something and it goes wrong? Admit it, learn from others through it, confess this to God, tell Him all 

about it. We hope at MBC we provide an environment where people can have a go and not be 

condemned by it if it does not go ‘right.’ We need to practice grace towards each other. 

 

D) THE OTHER DISCIPLES: The disciples in the boat- The story is silent about them. The question to ask 

ourselves is are we boat sitters or faith builders? Jesus wants us all, to climb out of the boat into the 

unknown, whether in major ways or every day, minor acts.  He wants us to walk from the boat of 

safety and comfortableness and look to Him.  

 

Jesus wants our faith to grow and develop. Fear can hold us back from doing things for God and in 

our lives and we can become complacent. God said to Moses in the desert, after lingering in the 

desert, ‘You have stayed long enough at this mountain.’ (Deuteronomy 1 v 6).  

 

C.T. Studd-English cricketer & missionary to China and India said, ‘The best cure for discouragement 

of qualms is another daring plunge of faith.’ 

 

Jesus does not stop moving, he wants to take us with Him. When was the last time to deliberately put 

yourself in a position of faith stretching?  
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So read the great faith stories of people in the past, ask others in the Church about their faith stories. 

Our older people, have things to teach us all about their journey. Do you want your children to be 

inspired by faith stories, give them some to read.  It is a worthwhile investment. 

 

 

E) THE EFFECT ON ALL THE DISCIPLES: The whole event. It brought the disciples to a new 

understanding of who Jesus is. They all learnt something. Anything which happens to us, if we 

believe in God’s sovereignty, is for a purpose to increase our faith and above all develop our 

relationship with Jesus. Rather than asking why things are difficult and challenging in our lives, the 

question we need ask is-‘What is the faith lesson are you teaching me in this?  What am I learning 

about Jesus in this situation? What might God be saying to me through this? 

Conclusions 

1) Where is your faith today? Perhaps you have never began this journey of faith in someone we cannot 

see. From this story today, perhaps Jesus is saying He wants you to take His hand and turn away from 

the boat where you have hidden in safety and the life you have and turn in a different direction and 

realise your need of Him. The bible calls this repentance. 

2) Or do you want greater faith and to know Jesus better? Has complacency gotten hold of you and are 

you hiding in the boat like the disciples? Are you stale? When was the last time you allowed Jesus to 

challenge and increase your faith and for Him to say, ‘Come.’ Do you want to be inspired?  

3) You may be gripped by fear, uncertainty about something present or the future. He knows the 

efforts you go through to avoid the hard, challenging road, which is sometimes popular or logical. Are 

we going to believe what Jesus has said and act accordingly. Jesus took the hard road for us, He knew 

He had to go all the way for us. He said to His Father, whilst crying and pouring out blood, ‘Not my 

will but yours…’ (Mark 14 v 36) He took the road for us, so we could have the life He desires all to 

have in him, that is not mundane and comfortable but us challenging and exciting and character 

forming.  

C.T Studd said, ‘ If Jesus Christ be God, and died for me, then no sacrifice can be too great for me to 

make for Him.’ 

What might God be saying to you today, through this account? 

 


