
Sermon Sunday 30th June 2013 
Living the Christian Life 

 
Today I am going to take you on a journey of faith and what that means in a 
practical sense when we become Christians. What happens to us, how does our 
life change on a day to day sense, what might we see? 
 
As a starting text I would like to take us back to Act 2 and looking at verses 42 – 
47. Which looks at the start of the early church and let us see what this has to 
show us about how we should live our lives. 
 
Acts 2 v 42 - 47 
 
How do we put this into our lives today? This was how the early church started… 
and survived. We should look at the lessons this provides for us as we live our 
Christian lives today. 
 
They Devoted themselves… 
Dictionary definitions: 
To devote… to apply or give over to a particular activity 
Devoted… loving and loyal 
Devotee… zealous enthusiast or supporter. Or Pious person 
Devotion… great love or loyalty or religious worship or prayers 
Devout… earnestly religious or sincere 
 
Thesaurus: Devoted … committed, consecrated, dedicated, pledged, ardent, 
caring, loving, loyal, true 
 
When we fall in love we become devoted to another human. We want to be with 
them all the time, listen to their every word and follow them wherever they go. If 
this leads to marriage we become truly devoted as we commit ourselves to the 
person and become loyal to them. 
 
When Jesus comes to our lives at the first time we fall in love with him. What he 
has done for us is so clear in our minds and fills our waking thoughts. We are 
devoted to him and want to commit ourselves to him. A way that this happens in 
the Christian life is through baptism where we take a step of obedience and 
signify to others that we are really serious about God and his change in our lives. 
Sometimes this doesn’t happen at first, but God often issues a challenge later for 
this.  
 
I became a Christian…baptised when I was 21 as a result of taking an obedient 
step. God asked me if I was truly serious about him. I was and so I showed him by 
my obedience. Next week we are having a baptism service… Is God speaking to you 
about this? 
 
So the early Christians were Devoted to God shown in four expressions in 
particular. Lets look at each of them in turn: 
 



1. Apostles Teaching.  
For us today this is about being devoted to the Bible and it’s study. We have 
records of the early church and some of the apostles writing to consider but we 
need to read the whole Bible in the light of Jesus. The Old Testament points to 
His coming. The New Testament shows how He fulfilled the Old Testament. 
There are lots of ways we do this.  
Jesus had to show his disciples how to do this… 
Turn to: Luke 24 v 25 – 27; 32; 38; 44; 45; 46; 47-48. 
 
How do we read and learn scripture? How do we use it as part of our 
relationship with Jesus? 
Some ideas: 
Read the Bible from Cover to Cover  
Do some Bible study 
Read devotional aids daily 
Memory verses 
Small group discussions 
Bible reading plans… small portion daily to aids to read through the Bible 
Listening to and discussing sermons 
 
In all these things we have to consider carefully what we read 
What is the context of this? 
What is the context of this to the rest of revealed truth in the Bible?  
What is the scripture actually saying? 
What does it mean to me? 
How can I apply this to my life? 
 
It is important that we do not focus on individual verses without looking at what 
was meant in the context, historical and narrative. 
 
When we listen to others speaking we need to think carefully about what we 
hear… 
Does what they say make sense to us? 
Is it in line with Scripture? 
Does our hearts speak to us through what is said (the Holy Spirit gives us 
discernment. When we hear something that is not right he will stir within us and 
make us feel uncomfortable with what has been said. Then it is important that 
we study the scripture carefully to see whether what has been said is correct or 
not. (Reflect back to Luke 24 v32) 
I want to issue a warning... not everything you hear from speakers is correct. We 
are all fallible. The only thing that is not fallible is the Bible so use that as a 
measure of truth.  
 
There has been a lot of talk recently about something known as “Christian 
Zionism”. This is a movement which would want us to reinstate some of the Jewish 
festival and practices. It is a dangerous movement because it sounds feasible, it is 
something different and interesting perhaps but it is NOT in line with Scripture 
when we view the whole Bible through the lens of Jesus and the new Covenant 
which is the only covenant now. (Hebrews 8 v 13) People have been enchanted 
with this notion. To my mind it is a work of the enemy as in Matthew 24 v 24, it 
reminds us that in the last days even the elect will be deceived.  
2 Timothy 3 v 10 – 17 is a good scripture to remind us of the value of the Bible 
and it’s place in our lives to keep us to the truth. 



 
2. Fellowship 
Being together is important. We grow together, supporting one another, being 
vulnerable with one another as we trust each other, giving opportunities for 
others to grow. Bringing others ‘in’ to the family. 
We were not made to be individual in our walk of faith. We have some personal 
stuff to do in particular studying the Bible but we were made to function 
together in a group/team/body. There are countless references to this in the 
new testament in particular 1 Corinthians 12 v12 – 31 perhaps the most famous. 
But let us turn to  
Hebrews 10 v 19 - 25 
 
One of the main reasons for meeting together is to encourage one another, to 
share how the Lord has blessed us this week, 
My blessing for the week…well of the many ones is for me the drop in the value of 
the pound which has made my pension a little better this month… 
 
How he has spoken to us, what we think he is saying to us at the moment 
(prophecy) 
 
In a way the talk about being a part of Christians against poverty is one of the 
things we feel God might be saying to us as a church. But we recognise that we 
cannot achieve anything like a project of this kind without the support of the 
church as a whole and individuals within the church to commit their time and 
money to achieve this.  
 
To help each other when we are in the midst of difficulties, to pray, come 
alongside, to just remind each other that God never leaves us even in the hard 
times and to remind each other of his promises over our lives. 
 
For example coming alongside someone who is struggling and remind them of the 
presence of God in their lives was a special moment for me this week. 
 
Don’t underestimate the value of standing alongside and encouraging one 
another. You may have no idea how that will help the other person. 
 



3. Breaking of Bread (Communion) 
 It is an act of remembrance… remembering what Jesus has done for us. It causes 
us to focus on Christ’s sacrifice and to focus on our unity in Him. It is what makes 
us unique and united. It was frequently observed to constantly remind about 
Jesus and his saving work in our lives.  
 
We need such symbols in our lives to reinforce to us what Jesus has done. 
 Essentially this is a simple act, of sharing bread and wine, but that is the beauty 
of it. Jesus demonstrated it so that it would be repeated as he had done it. 
We need to be careful not to add to what Jesus did. It was a thing that happened 
at a meal together, it has changed over the years but essentially we need to 
remember that as well as remembering what Christ has done for us it is also 
about our standing together in unity. That is why in the passage in 1 Corinthians 
11 Paul reminds us of the importance of being right with each other as we 
partake of this symbol. 
 
 Some Christians, believe in transubstantiation, that is that the symbols actually 
become the body and blood of Jesus. That is not a correct interpretation of 
scripture if we consider what I said earlier about looking at the whole revealed 
truth in the Bible and not taking verses out of context. We might look at what Jesus 
said about that “I am the Bread of life” as he spiritualises a physical event they have 
just witnessed (feeding of the five thousand) and think it is so, but we have to read 
it in context of all the other references to the Last Supper and to Breaking of Bread. 
Therefore looking at the full breadth of scripture there is no evidence for that and it 
is in danger of making the Breaking of Bread into the equivalent of a side show at a 
fair where ‘weird stuff’ happens??? 
 
Do you really think that Jesus meant for that to happen? 
He does however expect us to approach it with reverence and awe in terms of a 
Holy Just God who paid the price for our sin, but it is not magic, nor should we 
make it so. 
 
Perhaps as we look at this remembrance in the Scriptures we might realise that we 
need to observe it more often 
 
Remembrance is big with God. Many of the things he established for the Jews 
was to remind them of who He was and what He had done for them. They so 
quickly forgot, as they didn’t have the Holy Spirit indwelling them as we do, who 
seeks to remind us of all Jesus said and did (John 14 v 26). 
 
But we can still exercise our will and choose to forget, to focus on other things in 
our lives – Let us not end up as the people of Israel did – far away from the God 
who loved them. 
 
Communion has always been a special part of my life as a young person growing up 
it is how I learnt about what Jesus did for me and how I came to faith. Now as I 
celebrate it I remember what Jesus has done for me. Think back to Luke 24 v 31 
and the disciples on the Emmaus Road and how they were affected by Christ as they 
broke bread with Him. The breaking of bread is a significant part of our 
remembrance of the Grace of God into our lives.



4. Prayer 
Consider David a man after God’s own heart. In my afternoon home group we 
have been studying 1 Samuel and I have also been looking into 2 Samuel and an 
interesting thing has occurred to me. David consistently and constantly enquired 
of the Lord, sought the Lord, asked for direction from the Lord, did not make 
assumptions about what God would want him to do in any situation, asked for 
guidance and direction for all big decisions, did not trust in his own wisdom and 
recognised that all his victories came from God. He gave exuberant praise 
because he knew God through his constant enquiring of him and hearing from 
him and seeing his interventions on his behalf. He was unconcerned how his 
exuberant praise was received by others it was between him and God (2 Samuel 
6 v 14 – 15) He had no concern for how he was viewed by others, only how God 
saw him. He wasn’t perfect as a man and made mistakes but he certainly sought 
the Lord. 
 
We need to give God time to speak to us and we need to make time to listen. I know 
this is not easy for many to make happen, but there is at least one little room in the 
house where we might be certain of a little peace, even in a busy house…. 
 
I recently read David Gotts talking about the experience Moses had when 
encountering the burning bush…. 
 
One day Moses notices a bush in the distance that is on fire. Moses not only notices 
the bush, but he then turns aside to take a look….and at that point Moses 
encounters God. God then speaks to him, imparting plans and wisdom that 
changes the course of the whole people of Israel.  What an encounter! In the age of 
busy lives, it is easy for our lives to be consumed with activity that leaves us 
breathless and scattered… There are always things happening and it’s easy to get 
caught up in the busyness of our lives, jobs and responsibilities. When we live at a 
busy pace, we can so easily miss the burning bushes in the distance that should 
cause us to turn aside and encounter God. When we do miss them, we can also miss 
the plans and wisdom that God wants to impart to us. This month, join me in 
looking at the pace of our lives and to honestly ask the question, “Am I living at a 
pace that means I could miss the things that God wants to show me?” If so, perhaps 
it’s time for us to slow down a little, breathe a little more deeply, listen a little more 
carefully, and open ourselves to see where God is moving.    This month, may we 
notice the movements of God and turn aside to encounter Him. As we do this, may 
we receive the wisdom that guides our lives, marriages, families and ministry 
needs.  
 
Maybe we could all learn from the experience of the two David’s here and take a 
bit more time to listen and hear from God for ourselves. It might give us different 
perspectives on our days and give us direction that we did not necessarily 
expect! Either alone or together prayer builds us up and gives us an encounter 
with God. 
Wouldn’t that make your day to day life different if every day you gave him time 
to speak to you rather than you just telling him all you need him to do for you. 



Conclusion and Application 
Becoming a Christian should change you forever. You have a new way of living 
and a saviour who travels the road with you, however difficult it might be. It is 
that which sets us apart from others in the world.  
We have a pattern of living this life offered in this verse with these thought of the 
four things we should be DEVOTED to 
Apostles Teaching (Bible) 
Fellowship 
Breaking of Bread 
And Prayer 
 
BUT BEWARE SELF-EFFORT ALONE IS NOT GOING TO CHANGE US - ONLY THE 
REVELATION OF GODS GRACE IN OUR LIFE.   
 
Some of us can get tired with what we are currently doing for the Lord and we 
might need to look at what we are doing and seek the Lord to inject us with more 
devotion to him.  
 
In the same way that marriage relationships need working at to maintain our 
devotion to each other, so also we need to give at the very least the same 
attention to God and what he has done for us. He has given us freedom from our 
sins, the promise of everlasting life and the Holy Spirit to help us face all the 
things we will have to face in this life. 
 
Read excerpt from Augustine about Devotion as a result of Grace 
 
Ask him to remind you of what he has done for you…  
 
If you need some help think on this…. 
 
You were dead in your sins, unable to come before a Holy and Righteous God 
because he cannot look onto sin. 
 
You were unable to pay the price…it was death 
 
Jesus came to live on earth as a man, a sinless man, he allowed himself to be 
sacrificed on a CRUEL cross, submitting Himself to taunts, beating, pain and 
humiliation. (He understands how we feel) 
 
He conquered death as God accepted his sacrifice and he now lives in heaven on the 
right hand side of God. 
 
Not only did He save us but He sent His Holy Spirit to help us to live the life God 
wants us to live, to be in tune with Him and His plans and to be obedient to what he 
calls us to do…however hard and difficult that might at times be. 
 
Let us pray… 


