
Sermon Sunday 10th June - Prayer and Healing (2)  
Our Place in Christ; Being Wise in the Cosmic War 

 
Recap and Clarification from last week 

 Faith, sin, lack of honour, lack of persistence and not understnading what we should pray 
for can all be potential barriers to prayers being answred and people being healed but 
sometimes it is non of these. Danger of ‘ticking off the list and then we end up blaming and 
condemning the person when prayers are not anwered-as though it is their fault, as with 
Job. 

 I do believe that God is not the author of sickness and suffering but He uses it for His glory, 
either to be healed from (e.g.-the man born blind) or for some work He wants to do in us 
and for others through our suffering-we can be ministers of grace to others when we have 
been through or are going through our own suffering. I do believe we can know the comfort 
and gentleness of Jesus when suffering and know Him in the midst of it. However there are 
times when God appears to be very distant to us, the example of Job but he still believed in 
God, despite everything.  

 Paul says that faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God (Romans 10 v 17) 
and John also says that if we ask anything according to His will He will grant it. If we have 
been given a word of faith by God for healing us or others, we then can pray it through and 
claim it until its fruition. Anything else in biblical terms is not faith it is blind faith and wishful 
thinking.  Illustration-when God told me to stop praying for someone and they were healed 
a few weeks later, the work was done. 

 There may be times when we feel God has promised us things and we have declared them 
in faith and they still have not come true, this can be a hard road to walk but  we have to 
trust in God’s sovereignty in the mystery.  

 Sin, however, never prevents God from answering our prayers, all of us were in that place 
once before God intervened in our lives (Romans 5 v 8). You see God doesn’t play by the 
rules He always surprises us and there can be an issue if we think we have Him worked out 
on things and who He is-He is likely to shock us and that is when we either respond and 
grow in our awareness of how big our God really is or we retreat into our narrow view of 
Him and become intolerant of others views, believing ours to be right. 

 We can’t supplant, copy or create for God to move in His power, it has to be for Him to 
move in the way he wants to move in that time and with those people.If we try and control 
His moving he leaves and goes to where He is welcome. 

 
The Cosmic War 
Much of what I talked about last week to do with why prayers are not answered are in some way 
acts of spiritual warfare. Much has been written about this subject, some good stuff and crazy stuff. 
There is a lot we don’t know, we can have a tendency to fill in the gaps that are not clear about this 
with our own conclusions and that can be dangerous ground. There can be an application of human 
logic amongst us that we have God sorted and understand His word well-then God surprises us. 
 
Satan/Lucifer is one fallen angel with a third of the angelic hosts. This is not dualism, unlike Star 
Wars-both having equal power-God is greater and more powerful than the enemy can ever be-(Paul 
tells us that greater is He that is in you than He that is in the world (1 John 4 v 4)).  
 
Behind the scenes 
-Sometimes our prayers are not answered because things are going on in the heavenlies. As with 
the story of Job, Daniel didn’t see the big picture and what was going on behind the scenes.  



Daniel prayed for days and got no reply and then he got a revelation- a door was opened to him. He 
was told that the answers to his prayers had been held up because of a battle raging that Daniel had 
no knowledge of (Daniel 9 v 23, Daniel 10 v12-14).  
-As we move in prayer and seeking God in our prayers, doors of revelation are opened to us. If you 
think about a door, you need a key to lock and unlock it, as we pray, God reveals keys, so doors can 
be opened. This is what Jesus talks about when he says, ‘’....Seek and keep on seeking, knock and 
keep in knocking (literal translation-Matthew 7 v 7). 
-That is why, Paul reminds us that we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities 
and powers (Ephesians 6v 12). Sometimes, we can be made to say things we would never have 
dreamed of and in this the enemy can use us against each other. However, we are still responsible 
for what we say and do-whether its source is from us or the enemy and our behaviour has to be 
called to acount.  
-Alternatively, however, Angels are fighting for us, they go into action as we pray and walk in the 
authority of Jesus, Hebrews (1 v 14) tells us that they are ministering spirits sent to us to give us 
service, the story of Daniel is the clearest example of this. 
 
Our place in Christ:  
-Jesus came in the form of God, to us the Incarnation. This was in fulfilment of the prophets of the 
Old Testament but also the climax of what all God had intended. We began with a fallen creation 
and Jesus came to restore that creation to its rightful place as God always intended it should be.   
-Isaiah 40 talks of  preparing a highway  for our God-this was talking about God Himself coming to 
Earth. Colossians (2v9) tells us that in Jesus all the fullness of the godhead dwells; Jesus Himself said 
whoever has seen Him has seen the Father (John 14 v 9)  
However when He came, it was the total reverse of all that was expected; instead of some mighty 
ruler that would subdue the Romans and create a Kingdom on Earth, He comes to die a crucified 
God and to serve. Rome eventually crumbled under the love of this God. (1 Peter 3 v 18) 
-Because of this, Ephesians tells us Jesus has been given all authority over all the powers (Ephesians 
1 vs 2- -23). and we are told again in Colossians 2 v 15, that Jesus has disarmed the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places, triumphing over them-the unseen spiritual forces around and 
over us. (see also 1 Peter 3 v 22) 
-In this work of Jesus we are told in Ephesians that we have been raised with Him and given the 
same authority (Ephesians 2 v 6), as His blessed, loved, redeemed chosen people (Eph 1). 
  
2 Peter 2 vs 9-10-Peter also tells us that we are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for God’s own possession-no wonder the enemy wants to destroy us. 
 
Why have we been loved in this way?  

 To show the powers around the glory of God (Colossians 2 v 15) 

 To do good works He has preordained (2 v 10) to restore the broken Earth, that is why we 
pray ‘Your will be done as it is in heaven.’ (Matthew 6v 10). I believe that God wants heaven 
on Earth and that is why at the end of revelation we have the symbolic image of a heavenly 
Jerusalem coming to Earth (21 v10). Paul encourages to do stuff in the world and not to 
withdraw and become ‘ghetto Christians (2 Cor 5 v 10), we are called to make a difference 
whether this is at work or out with friends, Jesus went to places that others refused to go 
and we can do no other-this is where the people are who need Him 

 
Acts of Warfare  
Our great accuser and enemy of our souls is Satan and the evil forces around us; the enemy will 
come and steal, kill and destroy that work that God wants to do in our lives (John 10 v 10).  
 



We stand in the work of Christ; that is our authority over the enemy. Ephesians 6 vs 13-14 
encourages us above all to stand in the work of Christ and the armour of God is an explanation of 
this-it is all about His work in our lives-His truth, His righteousness, faith and word that keeps us safe 
from the enemy (Ephesians 6 vs 10-18).We believe the truth about what God says about us and not 
believe the lie of condemnation (Romans 8v1), given to us by others or our thoughts. 
 
As we are His Body on Earth, we have His Spirit living in us and that is why Paul encourages us all 
the time to be ‘filled with the Spirit’ (Ephesians 5 v 18) and we won’t walk fulfill the needs of the 
flesh. There is an indwelling ( and an outpouring of the Holy Spirit and we need the latter for power 
to live as God would have us live. The disciples received the Holy Spirit before Pentecost (Luke 20 
v22) but it was not until they were filled with an outpouring of His Spirit did they have the 
confidence to do God’s work and walk in His power (Acts 2). 
 
On an everyday basis, everything we do and think that is counter to sin and unrighteousness is an 
attack on the enemy and His territory. This is reflected in: 
-what we say and how we approach others 
-what alternative views/behaviour/response we may give in the midst of unrighteous behaviour 
-how we deal with difficult situation. By our very existence we are salt and light (Matthew 5)- 
without doing anything unusual just being God’s person where you are is an act of warfare and when 
we are righteous we take ground back from the enemy. 
 
Specifically being in the opposite spirit-where there is gossip and condemnation we can be 
different; where people are being torn down, we can build them up (1 Thess 5 v 11, 1 Peter 3 v 9). 
 
Thoughts need to be brought under the direct Lordship of Jesus (2 Cor 10 v 5) and we are 
encouraged to consider the good things (Philippians 4 v 8).Bad thoughts we have are not necessarily 
from the enemy, though some are-our own hearts are full of them, we have a sinful nature that is 
being renewed. 
 
Worship & the Presence of God-declaring God’s truth, His work and character and lifting up the 
name of Jesus publicly and in our own times, helps us draw near to God and is an act of warfare-the 
enemy does not like this and if he can stop us worshipping and being buried in ourselves and other 
idols he is pleased. There is some indication in scripture that he was responsible for worship in 
heaven,his name means ‘praise,’ hence he will stop this from happening as he knows that this will 
bring us to God. By worship I don’t just mean singing! Devotion and commitment to the God we 
serve-in all we do. 
 
When we resist temptation and draw near to God we declare to Satan that we are God’s child  
(1 Peter 5 v 6-10). 
 
The Attitude-Peter and James tells us (1 Peter 5 vs 1-11/James 4 vs 7-8) is to walk in humility and 
repentance towards God and others including those in authority over us resist the devil and he will 
flee from us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Getting the Balance 
Jeff Lucas on 30th March’......we can see everything that happens as the result of warfare. We start 
to see small happenings and innocuous events as significant, as if the enemy has singled us out for 
second by second attack. Not only does that lead to a neurotic approach to life but we can begin to 
see the enemy as being almost as powerful as God. Life may look like a boxing match, with the 
Lord and the enemy almost sparring on an equal footing.’  
 
Avoid over glorifying demonology and be wise, certain books have not helped us here-‘This present 
darkness’ (Frank Peretti). These books demonstrate that there are things going on behind all we see 
and experience. It is only the gift of discernment that can reveal this but unless God does, let us not 
make assumptions about things we know very little about and try and fill in the gaps, to explain why 
God does not answer prayers or heal people.  
 
Matthew 16 vs 18-19-Verses misunderstood- indiscriminately binding some spirit or spiritual force 
without really knowing what they are doing is dangerous and perhaps futile. In the context of this 
passage, Jesus was referring to the authority of the Church and saying that we can bind or lose 
people by our words, it has nothing to do, in this context, about demon possession. Our words can 
bind or lose people (James 3 v 9- 10). 
 
Remember Jesus never went looking for demons, they appeared as He did His Father’s work and He 
dealt with them swiftly and moved on. The few times they are mentioned in Acts are as a result of 
God doing some sign and wonder. There is a danger of seeing unanswered prayer, healing not 
occurring and events always as the result of demon activity; unless they show themselves or God 
reveals this to us and it is tested, we are best leaving it alone. It can also bring people into 
condemnation and bind them. 
 
We might like to blame the devil but in the end man was responsible for sin entering the world and 
we do enough damage ourselves to screw our lives and those of others without any help from him-
he is just looking for an opportunity.  
 
Demons exist, they attach themselves to people’s bodies and souls, including God’s people, to 
churches and leaders-usually as a result of us letting them in through sin; however when they are 
revealed in us they can be gone in the name and authority of Jesus. We are told that the enemy goes 
around like a prowling lion, looking for an opportunity to devour us (1 Peter 5 v 8), to catch us out in 
our thoughts and actions.  
 
They also seem to attack indiscriminately, bringing pressure and heaviness, not necessarily because 
of  anything we have done- though they are ultimately under the power and sovereignty of the 
God. This spiritual oppression can prevent prayer being answered and people moving on into the 
things God has for them, often presented in fear, criticism, withdrawing and authority wielding. 
 
Often we are oppressed by things that have become a stronghold, like we talked about last week 
and this has to be dealt with- as other things attach to it. Jesus talks about it binding the strong 
man’s house first before deliverance can come-the root has to be dealt with (Mark 3 vs 22-27). 2 
Peter 2 v 9 says-‘whatever a person is overcome by, he is enslaved to it.’ That is why it is important 
that when we have sinned we ask for forgiveness and ask for the covering of the blood of Jesus that 
cleanses us from all sin (1 John 1 v 7-9). 
 
 
 
 



 
We need to live in the freedom of Christ everyday and ask Him to clean us when we have been in 
environments that are sinful and in company that is godless-.’ asking for His protection is our right 
but not a given.’(Dutch Sheets). 
 
If we are struggling in some area of sin, get some help, we are encouraged in James to confess our 
faults to one another.’ (James 5 v 16). Be accountable to someone, get some ministry to help. 
Illustration-my own accountability about my struggles.  
  
God covers us and understands our struggles (Hebrews 4 vs 15-16), He will always provide a way of 
escape in temptation (1 Cor 10 v 13) but He has also placed us in a body, members of one another to 
support and help (Ephesians 4 vs 4). Push through the pride and cultural barrier that says- If I can’t 
do it alone, I am weak-garbage-we were born to be part. 
 
 
Conclusion: Imitating Jesus when praying for and approaching others 
Ephesians 4 vs 1-2, Paul says, ‘ ......walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have 
been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another 
in love.’ This too is an act of warfare when we treat each other as Jesus treated people, with respect, 
acceptance and gentleness. 
  
Jesus’ motivation for people and their healing was one of compassion and God is described as a 
compassionate and gracious God (Deuteronomy 4 v 31,Psalm 103 v 4, Nehemiah 9 v 17, Joel 2 v 13, 
James 5 v 11, Matthew 9 v 36, 14 v 14, 15 v 32, 20 v34, Mark 1 v 41, 6v34, 8 v 2, Luke 15 v 20, John 
11 v 33) in the original Hebrew and Greek languages this means something from our belly, the heart 
of us, to feel another’s pain and distress.  
 
Jesus never did anything in healing unless it was driven by this compassion, he feels the hurt and 
pain and this drives Him to heal others. Jesus wept at the death of his friend Lazarus (John 11 v 35).  
-He never charged in and assumed people wanted healing, he often asked people, ‘What do you 
want me to do for you?’ to blind Bartimaeus (Mark 10 v 51) and the man at the pool at Bethsaida, 
‘Do you wish to get well?’ (John 5 v 6).This reminds me of the young man in the Song of Songs who 
is searching for his love and does not want to force his way onto her but waits for the response, this 
is a lovely picture of the love of our God (Song of Songs 5vs 2,5-6). 
 
Jesus remember never imposed Himself on anyone, He did not call out people from the crowd and 
gave them words and he never humiliated them in public.  
 
Jesus did not stay around long enough to have an altar call.  
 
It is the enemy who snatches and stalks and steals he is harsh, Holy Spirit is often described as a 
gentle wind. The Holy Spirit is not harsh or dominating, He gently searches us, like a surgeon 
removing diseased tissue. He is careful where to work and at what time and we need to be aware of 
both His work and timing in a person’s life. 
 
Some Christians think they have the divine right to speak into people’s lives and give their ‘Godly 
advice and wisdom.’ We need to be invited into people’s lives and this is how Jesus acted when He 
was on the Earth. It is a privilege to pray for people but it must come out of a relationship. 
 
We need God’s wisdom and discernment and perhaps if we are praying, we need to do more 
listening so we can lock into what God is doing in people’s lives and pray more intelligently. 



The question we should be asking is perhaps what? What do you want me to do in the face of 
unanswered prayer and suffering? What are you showing me? How else do you want me to pray? 
 
Above all we should be keeping praying and seeking God for people. 
 
What do people need when suffering and sick? Perhaps, they just need you to be there. Please 
don’t give up on people. 
 


