
Sermon Sun 13th October 

How God has used my marriage to help me grow in the maturity of Christ 

 

Introduction:  

This morning what I’m going to share with you is perhaps more of a testimony than a 

sermon. I’m going to talk about how the Lord has used my relationship with Rebecca to help 

me grow in the maturity of Christ. I feel very blessed, I have two awesome kids and 

wonderful wife, who has kindly allowed me to share some personal stories from our life 

together. I hope these stories might be an encouragement to you as much as they have 

been a blessing to me. 

Our God is amazing in the way he positions people in our lives and is able to use them to 

bring us closer to him. When you are married your spouse gets to see the real you. All of 

your faults, as well as your good qualities. There’s little you can hide.  

But married or not I believe the Lord wants access to our relationships that he might 

encourage us through them. That he might challenge us and knock off some of our rough 

edges, so that we might become more Christ like.  

People are different. We come in all sorts of shapes, sizes and colours. Men and Women are 

different. Apart from the obvious physical outer differences, there is a huge difference in the 

way we think. These differences are a wonderful part of God’s plan.  

In Ephesians chapter 4 verses 11 – 14 we read:  

It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and 
some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the 
body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of 
the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of 
Christ. 

In these few verses Paul tells us how God has designed his people to be different. With 

different talents and gifts so that we might build each other up and help one another to 

become more like Christ. This is God’s plan for his people. 

However, it is always important to remember that although God does use his people in this 

way, it is only through him that we are saved and can develop to become more like him.  

In 1st Corinthians 15:10 it says: 

But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I 

worked harder than all of them – yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. 

We can do nothing without the Lord. He created us as amazing different, dynamic people 

and truly desires us to be in relationship with one another so that we might teach and 

encourage one another. But without a relationship with Christ first and at the centre of it all, 



it’s not going to work. This has made the difference when it comes to my relationship with 

Rebecca. 

I met Rebecca at Lincoln University back in 1995, which I guess is before some of you here 

were even born. Rebecca was an exchange student from California and I was studying Parks 

and Recreation and serving with the Christian fellowship on campus. We met for the first 

time at the student clubs day at the beginning of the University year.  

The Christian Fellowship had a booth where we were recruiting for new members from the 

influx of students at the start of the year.  At Lincoln back then, and perhaps it’s still true 

today the ratio of men to women was well out of balance. There were loads more guys on 

campus. So although we were always keen for any new members, there was always special 

interest around any young Christian women who might want to join. I was at the booth 

when Rebecca came over to chat and find out what we were about.  

I remember our first meeting, quite vividly in fact, but I certainly wouldn’t have thought this 

would be the person God would choose for me to marry. Rebecca was an exchange student 

and exchange students have a habit of going home. What’s the term ‘Geographically 

Undesirable’, I think.  

As it turns out Rebecca was thinking something very similar. I found out later that prior to 

leaving for New Zealand her Dad had sat her down for a very serious conversation. He said 

“Now Rebecca you must promise me one thing. You can’t fall in love over there”. Rebecca 

answered “Of course I won’t Dad. I’m not going over there to fall in love. I’m going for an 

adventure”. So neither of us would have picked that this was God’s plan. That he would put 

us together. 

Since our first meeting God has taught me many lessons throughout our relationship. In 

particular though, through Rebecca he has taught me about love, respect and humility. In 

Ephesians it says, 

Ephesians 4:2-3 

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every 

effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 

Time and time again I have blundered along in my own selfish way, thinking everything is 

fine, only to discover that perhaps things aren’t as good as they should or could be. The 

Lord has a great way of reminding me he is in control and his way is best.   

I remember when we had only been dating for a few weeks we were talking on the phone. 

Bec’s said to me ‘you know you need to ask how my day was’, “I need you to take an 

interest in me and what I’m doing”. 

For Rebecca to open up to me in that way took a great deal of courage. We were still only 

getting to know each other, and she took a risk in broaching the subject. But she loved me 

enough to take that risk. I could have reacted in any number of ways and truthfully her 

comments did catch me off guard, because I thought I was doing a pretty good job at this 

boyfriend thing. But I had my blinders on and I was being selfish. I certainly wasn’t acting 



as Christ would loving, gentle and humble. But I dusted off my pride and I figured I could 

do that, no big deal. I could learn that lesson. I could be more sensitive and caring, make 

more effort to show my love to Rebecca. Totally achievable, and easy enough, RIGHT!  

So after 13 years of marriage I thought I had this lesson learnt. But sadly no. Just a few 

weeks ago we had a similar conversation. So I’m a slow learner. But God is good and he is 

patient and thankfully so is Rebecca.  

When you are first married there is a time of sorting out who will do what tasks. When you 

are single and independent you take care of all of the day to day chores and activities on 

your own. It’s entirely your decision how you fold the towels or stack the dishwasher. But 

this is not so when you are married and share a home.  

Rebecca and I went through this transition like many young couples do, but for us there was 

an additional element involved. After getting married I moved to Portland, Oregon where 

Rebecca was working on her PhD. So I wasn’t just learning how to share and contribute to a 

home but I also had to learn how to do things the American way. New Zealand and the USA 

may seem reasonably similar on the surface, but I can tell you they are quite different.  

For example I didn’t have a clue about the American financial system, just paying bills and 

even what bills need to be paid and to who was all new. So, as Rebecca was familiar with 

this stuff she just continued to take care of our finances.  

A few months into our time together in the USA I noticed we were getting a few bills that 

were overdue. It wasn’t anything serious, things were getting paid, but a bit late in some 

cases. I asked Bec’s about it and it wasn’t that we didn’t have the money, but more than a 

few bills had slipped through the cracks. 

Now I enjoy paying bills, on time or even early. I know that will sounds weird to many of 

you. But I feel good about knowing every bill is paid up and in order. So after talking it over 

it was decided that I should learn to take over paying the household bills, and it’s still that 

way today. 

In Ephesians 5 verse 21 we read: 

Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

For Rebecca handing over the household finances to me was an act of submission. Up until 

then she had been in control of her own money and now she had to trust me to look after it 

for the both of us. 

But just as Paul says “submit to one another” I found on our first Christmas together that 

this is a two way street.  

We were going back to New Zealand for Christmas with my family. In the lead up to our trip 

Rebecca had said that she would really like to get a Christmas tree. But to me that didn’t 

make any sense. We were going to New Zealand and wouldn’t be home. Not to mention 

that a Christmas tree would drop needles all over the living room and would be a fire 



hazard, being that we would be away for several weeks. Somehow I this ended in probably 

the biggest argument of our early marriage. All over something so trivial.  

But it wasn’t trivial to Rebecca. A Christmas tree was really important to her because 

represented family and was all part of the lead up to Christmas day. 

In the end I realised I was being stubborn and while she was at work one day I ducked out 

and bought a tree, set it up in the living room and decorated it. So that it was there when 

she got home from work. By doing this I was making an act of submission to her. Maybe a 

tree wasn’t important to me, but it was to her and I needed allow God to humble me and do 

this for her. Again God was working through our relationship to teach me to be humble, 

gentle and loving.  

After 13 years of marriage you could be forgiven for thinking you know everything about 

your spouse. But that’s not the case at all. Just recently I discovered that Rebecca has a 

towel that is hers, and really doesn’t like anyone else to use it. I’m not fussy and grab the 

closest towel on the rack. But it turns out for the past 13 years Rebecca has had a spot for 

her towel and I’ve been using it, causing her not a little bit of annoyance. 

On the other hand I recently revealed to her that I don’t like when her clothes in the closet 

get mixed in with mine. I like to have my side of the closet organised into work clothes, 

jeans, casual shirts, polar fleeces etc. When her clothes get all jumbled in there it just 

throws the whole system out and I can’t find anything. 

Perhaps these are little things but they are still important. God can even use little things like 

this, to show his love through us to one another. 

In 1st John Chapter 4 verse 7 – 8 is says: 

1 John 4:7-8 

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has 

been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God 

is love. 

If I am careful not to use Rebecca’s towel and she keeps her side of the closet from coming 

over into mine, we are showing God’s love to one another. It may not be a grand and 

dramatic gesture, but it can still make a difference. And God certainly cares about the little 

things in our lives, he’s even gone as far as to number the hairs on my head (Luke 12-7). So 

the least I can do is show an act of his love and use another towel. 

If we allow the Lord into our relationships, not just marriage relationships but all of our 

relationships, we will grow in Christ. He has started a work in me, but there is a lot still to 

do. But I know if I allow him to, he will be faithful and continue to change me, to gradually 

become more like him. 

In Philippians is says: 

Philippians Chapter 1 vs 6 



“that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 

Jesus” (Philippians Chapter 1 vs 6). 

That’s what God is doing in me and that’s what he is doing in you. He is using your 

relationships and the people in your life to grow and develop you into the person of Christ 

you are destined to me. It’s not necessarily an easy road but God’s plan is always better 

than what we could ever imagine for ourselves. 

So allow the Lord to use your relationships, it’s a good thing.   

 

Someone else to close – Mike? 

Grace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Philippians Chapter 1 vs 1 – 6 

I thank God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with 

joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of 

this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of 

Christ Jesus. 

Philippians Chapter 2 vs 12 – 13 

Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed – not only in my presence, but now 

much more in my absence – continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for 

it is God who works in you to will and act according to his good purpose. 

In Ephesians Chapter 5 vs 21 we read “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ”. 

  

1 Peter 4: 8  

Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 

Ecclesiastes 4:12 

Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is 

not quickly broken. 

1 Corinthians 14:20 ESV / 28 helpful votes 

Brothers, do not be children in your thinking. Be infants in evil, but in your thinking be 

mature. 

Hebrews 5:12-14 ESV / 29 helpful votes 

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the 
basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food, for everyone who lives 

on milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, since he is a child. But solid food is for the 

mature, for those who have their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to 
distinguish good from evil. 

Mark 10:42-44 

New International Version (NIV) 

42 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of 

the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43 Not so 

with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and 

whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 

 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+14%3A20&version=ESV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+5%3A12-14&version=ESV


And now I will show you the most excellent way. If I speak in the tongues of men and of 

angels, ....... 

Love is the greatest of all gifts. Because God is love. 1st John 4:7-8 says..... 

1 John 4:7-8 

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has 

been born of God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever  
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