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Sermon 8.6.14  
I Peter Part 2 

 
Before I open up this week’s portion of 1 Peter I want to remind you of the 
conclusions that were reached last week: 
 

1) If we are God’s children we have an eternal security, despite what we go 
through in this life, we remain His. 

 
2) We can learn the wisdom of God in the midst of trial, difficulty and 

persecution. He can make all things work for us and not against us and we 
need to see with the eyes of faith that He is in charge 

 
3) We should be exhibiting lives of holiness towards each other and the 

world because we are His children. It is a natural outworking of His Spirit 
in our lives. We will be known by our fruit. 
 

So this is the position from which we read on: 
 
This portion is so rich we could spend all our time unpacking it and only scrape 
the surface, so remember that in covering this book in 4 weeks we are only doing 
an overview and I would encourage you to return to the passage during the week 
and let God reveal more and more to you about what he has done for you and 
consequently WHO and WHOSE you are. 
 
1 Peter 2 v 4 – 3 v 7  
 
Section 1: 1 Peter 2 v 4 – 12 Read 
 
The first few words I want to pick up on are in v 5. 
 
“you also” 
Peter has just described Jesus and the fact that Jesus was a living stone, rejected 
by men but chosen by God and precious to God. 
Now He is saying that this same statement relates to the Christians He is writing 
to; 
 
Rejected by men: remember they were experiencing persecution daily, 
probably heckled in the streets and pushed around 
But Peter reminds them also that they are CHOSEN by God and PRECIOUS to 
Him 
 
He uses a Metaphor to describe them as living stones, which are being built into a 
temple of God or a “Spiritual House to be a Holy priesthood offering spiritual 
Sacrifices to God through Jesus Christ” 
 Peter firstly uses the imagery of a temple because this would be a familiar sight 
to these people whether Jews or not as all “religions” used a temple or meeting 
place. There is lots of scripture in the Old Testament about the temple and its 
establishment so it is a rich imagery used here.  
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Interestingly we also find this imagery used in the writings of Paul: 
 
Ephesians 2 v 20 – 22 
“… built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Jesus Christ 
himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together 
and rises to become a holy temple to the Lord. And in him you too are being 
built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit” 
 
Jesus talks about the temple particularly in Matthew 12 v 6 “I tell you that one 
(something) greater than the temple is here… ”    (when talking about being Lord 
of the Sabbath) 
 
From our passage today we can see that the temple is a SPIRITUAL one. It is 
based on Jesus Christ as the Cornerstone. 
The cornerstone is the most important part of the building in order to preserve 
integrity. It is part of the foundation and sets the position of the walls. It also 
forms a solid base for the roof. 
 
This temple is one that is established for all time. John 2 v 18 - 21 
 
The passage reminds us of the importance of Christ and His preciousness to us. 
He is the foundation for our faith. It also has a reminder that those who reject 
him are destined to fall.  
 
Notice that He talks about them, and the you is plural. One brick doesn’t make a 
building it needs many others. I think that that in this imagery it is the Holy Spirit 
who joins us together (and is thus Holy cement). Thus the corporate temple of 
God is important as well as the imagery Paul uses elsewhere where he talks of 
our bodies being temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6 v 19) as an 
individual sense. The plurality of believers and our unity is mentioned many 
other places in scripture. Many of these use the imagery of the body being joined 
together and this is another example of imagery that tries to help us understand 
that we belong together. 
 
It is likely that this imagery in particular was very important to the early church 
as they were not meeting in buildings intended for worship but in homes or in 
other public spaces. Some may have found that difficult if they were used to 
having a special place to go to worship deities.  
 
But Christianity is different. We don’t have to go to a special place to worship 
God because God is living inside us through His Holy Spirit. This happens 
through faith and we need this imagery to help us understand that buildings 
while useful are not important…our spiritual buildings… our bodies are. 
 
The Jewish Temple although initially dedicated to God repeatedly became 
corrupted by practice of man, which sullied God’s name. It was partly the reason 
for God’s terrible judgement of the Jews at various times, but particularly in the 
time of the Babylonians and a lot of the prophetic literature talks about the 
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corruption of those who should have been leading the people in their worship of 
God. The destruction of Jerusalem would be another time of judgement. Jesus 
also highlighted bad practices in the temple worship (John 2 v 14). 
 
In the Bible dictionary the term Temple has the following definition: “A building 
used as a place of worship. The god that was worshipped in a particular temple 
was believed to be present there in a special way. The Lord’s Temple (OT) was in 
Jerusalem and destroyed by the Romans in AD 70.” That means to me that if we are 
called to be living stones to build a temple for God we also should have the 
presence of God with us in a special way (every day wherever we are) 
 
This should come as a warning to us that as we are being built into a temple to 
worship God that we should make sure that we remain close to Him and allow 
his Spirit to work in us and build us into the kind of beautiful living stones he 
wants us to be. 
 
In v9: having warned of the results of disobedience there is a big BUT 
God reminds them through Peter that they are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation and a people belonging to God. 
THAT 
You might declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into 
his wonderful light. 
 
That beautiful verse 9 reminds us of who we are IN CHRIST: (this is a mirror of 
the promise given to the Israelites in the wilderness in Exodus 19 v 5 - 6;  
“ ‘Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all the nations 
you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you 
will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation’….” but that was a 
promise based on their obedience and keeping the covenant with God) 
 
Chosen people: the Jews were God’s chosen people in the Old Testament, now 
the Christians are chosen by God. That is an awesome position for God to bestow 
on anyone: chosen by Him, but it not through anything we are capable of doing 
but only by the precious sacrifice of Christ 
 
Royal Priesthood: as sons of God, adopted into God’s family, we are now Royal. 
We are able to enter into the holy of holies or right up to God and have a 
relationship with him as a result of what Jesus has done for us and like Jesus who 
is our great high priest (Hebrews) 
 
Holy Nation: as a people we are called to be Holy and related together. As a 
united Christian nation we are called to live in unity with God as our King. 
 
Belonging to God: We are His, bought with the price of His Son’s precious blood. 
 
We are reminded again that this is because of His grace towards us not because 
of anything we have done (Ephesians 2 v 8 -9). 
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Thus we are called to “live such good lives among the pagans that, though 
they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify 
God on the day he visits us.” 
 
We are called to being distinctive, to stand out as we live our lives for good and 
not for evil. 
 
 
Section 2 1 Peter 2 v 13 – 3 v 7Read 
 
Now Peter having established who we are in Christ once again and established 
our position in Christ he turns to the practical outworking of that in distinctive 
lives lived out for Christ. He is a very practical writer and he offers practical ways 
in a variety of situations that we can live distinctively. 
 
He reminds them that they should live as free men but not to use that as a cover 
for doing evil. Our freedom is as a result of Christ’s work on the cross. As free 
men we live as his servants. But serving God is not like our human ideas of 
servanthood. Although we do serve him, it comes out of recognition for what he 
has done for us and is a result of his love for us. 
 
Example: We help others without thought of reward but because of Jesus.  
 
V17 is a key one for me: 
Respect – everyone 
Love – brotherhood of believers 
Fear – God 
Honour – the king (those in authority which are established by God) (relate to 
OT nations around Israel as well as Israel). 
 
v.20 reminds the readers that although he is talking about persecution he is not 
meaning to include in that the just punishment some receive for bad behaviour. 
In other words if you get persecuted for doing wrong that is too bad and not 
because of God’s work in our lives, except as a reminder to live lives worthy of 
our calling. 
 
V 21 -25. He reminds them that Jesus offers the best example of the way to 
endure unjust suffering and he is clear that this is a clear way to follow Christ. 
 
 He encourages them not to retaliate and threaten their accusers. 
 
In the same way he encourages wives and husbands to illustrate this in the 
marriages. Women in these times had a low place in society and possibly the only 
way she had to be influential was by how she looked. But Peter is saying here 
that looks are not important but our attitudes and lives ARE. How we relate to 
one another is important. Wives to husbands and also husbands to wives. 
 
I have spoken about submission before but from this passage I want you to take 
from it that God is asking us to look at how we live out our lives in relation to 
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each other and to the world. But not just in the outward things, how we relate to 
authorities and how others see us, BUT ALSO in the way we conduct ourselves in 
the more personal times out of the public eye with our intimate relationships 
(for example wives and husbands). 
 
Thus both outwardly as the world sees us and intimately as our family sees 
us we are exhibiting Holy lives as God has called us to be. 
 
For example: How many people had a struggle to get here this morning without a 
cross word or impatient thought? If anything Sunday morning can be the most 
difficult day to get here. It is obvious that getting here on time is a real challenge 
for many. Yet let me challenge you. We are a body of believers being built up in 
Christ. We need to come together to do this, to grow, to encourage one another. 
We do not just come to get, listen to some songs, listen to a sermon and have 
someone look after the kids for half an hour. We come together to worship God 
together. The God who sent His one and Only Son to die on the Cross so that we 
could enjoy freedom and eternal life. He came so that we could have an 
assurance as we lived out our lives here that our eternal future is secure. But he 
also saved us so that we could tell others that he has saved us out of darkness 
into his wonderful life. Let us think back to that time when we first heard the 
word of God that changed our lives and helped us commit ourselves to him. 
Doesn’t that change how we view Sunday morning? We should be running here 
to worship God together, even if we have had a difficult week, we all need to be 
encouraged to remember what God has done for us and to live out our lives for 
God every week. There should be loads of you wanting to share the amazing 
things that God has done for you this week. If I asked you now what would you 
say? If you can’t think of anything that is a challenge to you to look for God 
working in your life this week so that if you are asked next week you have 
something to share…. 
 
 
Conclusion: 
Three things to take away from this week: 
 

1. We are being made into a Spiritual temple to worship God. We are living 
stones. Being together is important, we cannot do this alone, certainly not 
without God and His Holy Spirit but also not without each other. 

 
2. Because of who we are and what God has done for us we need to act in 

ways that bring honour to God and declare what he has done in our lives. 
 

3. How can we claim to have a relationship with God if we cannot 
demonstrate healthy relationships with each other externally and also 
intimately? 


