
SERMON: Believing in God, how we know our faith is real 
Roman 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto 

salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
1:17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith, as it is written, "The 

just shall live by faith." 
 
What is Salvation? 
What does it means to have the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith? 

Salvation 
Romans 5:8 But God commends His love toward us in that while we were yet sinners 

Christ died for us. 
5:9 Much more then, being now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath 

through Him. 
5:10 For if when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, 

much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 
 
Salvation is a word that is effectively equivalent to the word “Rescue”. 
It implies we are in a perilous situation which requires help from another source or we will die. 
Salvation for a Christian is being set free from the bondage of sin and Satan. But more importantly it 
is also becoming friends with God. We were all God’s enemies. Because of our sin we were all worthy 
of hellfire and judgement. God has made us his friends again. Jesus died to take the punishment for 
our sins and was raised to lead and intercede for us before the Father and this is what saves us. This 
is what makes us part of his Family and his Kingdom.  THAT’S SALVATION.    
 
I often get asked: Can a Christian lose his/her salvation? 
To which I think the best reply is: Can an object lose a verb? 
Salvation is not a thing, it is an action. 
Salvation only became a thing because of the foolish idea that it is some sort of voucher which God 
offers to us and we either accept it or reject it. 
When you distort this passage you might think it says “to be saved you have to believe”. But it does 
not say that. It says believing and being saved are the same thing. If there is any condition on 
salvation it is found in the Next Verse, which implies we can only be saved, or believe, because God 
has revealed it to us. This makes sense as God is the Subject in the sentence.   
GOD [subject] saves [verb] me [object]. 
Me cannot lose it, me cannot accept it and me cannot reject it, for “it” is not an “it” but an action 
that me has no control over. 
The only person who can control the action is the subject of the sentence. SO THERE IS NOTHING I 
[ME] CAN DO ABOUT SALVATION. 
As if a surf rescue crew would pull their motor boat up beside a drowning man and ask if he would 
like to be saved and somehow think the man was capable of answering. 
Salvation is simple 
I think what people are trying to ask [when they ask “can Christians lose their salvation?”] is “how do 
I know that I have been saved?” 
The Bible does not address this question directly, although several answers are given for the 
question: “What must I do to be saved?” The implication taken from these answers is that living as if 
Jesus is your King is the sign of being saved. This act of repentence [ turning]is the sign of being in 
the Kingdom of God. Jesus is always trying to get people to think about his Kingdom in the Gospels. It 
would be helpful if people would remember the concept Saviour and Lord [or King] are always linked 
in Scripture.   
 



Knowing God:  Revelation 
Have you ever wondered: How did I get to know God? Or how do I get to Know God? 
Some Christians think it begins when they choose to follow Jesus [OR accept Jesus]. 
But what happened that caused you to follow Jesus? 
Psalm 139 says God knew us before we were even in the womb and that everything we do in this life 
was set in place for us by God. 
This morning I want to challenge you to consider that the only reason you know God at all, is because 
he wanted to make himself known to you.  Again you are the Object of the sentence and this time 
the Verb is reveal. The topic now is God’s self Revelation. 
 
Hebrews 1:1 God, who at many times and in many ways spoke in time past to the fathers 
by the prophets, 
1:2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all 
things, by whom also He made the worlds, 

In former times: Moses and the Prophets= OLD TESTAMENT              

Moses 
Exodus 3:2 And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst 

of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not 
consumed. 

3:3 And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not 
burnt. 

3:4 And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the 
midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I. 

 
Exodus 13:21 And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the 

way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night: 
13:22 He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from 

before the people. 

Ezekiel 
Ezekiel 1:27 And I saw as the colour of amber, as the appearance of fire round about within 

it, from the appearance of his loins even upward, and from the appearance of his loins 
even downward, I saw as it were the appearance of fire, and it had brightness round 
about. 

1:28 As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the 
appearance of the brightness round about. This was the appearance of the likeness of 
the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell upon my face, and I heard a voice of one 
that spake. 

 
Last week Greg spoke about Biblical imagery used for God, what imagery for God is similar in these 

passages? 

God as fire, the fire in the calling 
There are many things we could say about fire and how God might be like fire, but what I want you to 
think about is the timing. It is linked to the calling of Moses and the calling of Ezekiel. FYI Fire also 
appears in the calling of Isaiah and the succession of Elijah by Elisha. 



New Testament Passages with Fire Imagery 
 Luke 3:16 John answered all, saying, I indeed baptize you with water, but He who is 

mightier than I comes, the thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to loose. He shall 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire, 

 
Acts 2:1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in 

one place. 
2:2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it 

filled all the house where they were sitting. 
2:3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of 

them. 
2:4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as 

the Spirit gave them utterance. 
 
In these passages it is the Holy Spirit who is identified with the Fire. Now if we presume that when 
God speaks to us he speaks through his Holy Spirit, we can see in both the Old and New Testament 
the Holy Spirit was leading people into knowledge of God.  In the New Testament the Holy Spirit 
reveals God to us by making it clear to us who Jesus is and by inspiring the Apostles to document the 
important doctrines and stories of Jesus.   
 
John 15:26 And when the Comforter has come, whom I will send to you from the Father, 

the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He shall testify of Me. 
 
But what does the Holy Spirit testify [tell us] us about Jesus? 

Special revelation: The Rock upon which the Church is built 
Matthew 16:13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" 
16:14 And they said, "Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or 

one of the prophets." 
16:15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 
16:16 Simon Peter replied, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 
16:17 And Jesus answered him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood 

has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 
16:18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 

hell shall not prevail against it. 
16:19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 

shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." 
 
Peter was only named the rock because he was the first to have the special revelation of who Jesus 
was. The revelation was the foundation stone or ‘bedrock’ of Christianity. Not Peter’s faith but God’s 
faith planted the thought in one servant’s heart. 
This is what it means when it says God’s Righteous is revealed from faith [God’s] to faith [Ours].    
The foundation of our faith is realising that Jesus is the Christ and the Son of God. 

 The title Christ means the messiah, the Anointed King of Israel [God’s people by faith] 

 The title Son of God means heir to the Kingdom of all creation [King of Everything] 
Without realizing this about Jesus the rest of our faith would be pointless. Yet ironically many so 
called Christians say knowing these things are not necessary for the church. Please bear in mind 
these people also have very vague opinions about whether God is necessary at all.   
 

 We know God by revelation as the Holy Spirit opens our eyes to the truth about Jesus. 



 God is a God of self revelation. The Holy Spirit of God is tasked with making God 

known. 

Calling 
Earlier in the sermon we read about the calling of Moses and the calling of Ezekiel. 
We saw how Jesus recognised Peter had been given a revelation upon which the church would be 
founded. We also considered how the Holy Spirit called many people on the Day of Pentecost and 
how he guided the Israelites through the wilderness as a pillar of Cloud and fire. 
These events were not just knowledge being past on for knowledge sake. THEY WERE LIFE 
CHANGING, HISTORY MAKING EVENTS. God does not tell us about himself so we can make an 
informed decision. God calls out to us supernaturally. Once the truth is revealed to us [as it was to 
Peter] it is impossible for us to not follow Jesus. 
 
John 6:63 It is the Spirit that makes alive, the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to 

you are spirit and are life. 
6:64 But there are some of you who do not believe. For Jesus knew from the beginning who 

they were who did not believe, and who is the one betraying Him. 
6:65 And He said, Because of this I said to you that no one can come to Me unless it was 

given to him from My Father. 
6:66 From this time many of His disciples went back into the things behind, and walked no 

more with Him. 
6:67 Then Jesus said to the Twelve, Do you also wish to go away? 
6:68 Then Simon Peter answered Him, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the Words of 

eternal life. 
6:69 And we have believed and have known that You are the Christ, the Son of the living 

God. 
  
Peter was called! Peter was Alive because of the Revelation of the Holy Spirit. Peter knew and lived 
out the fact that Jesus was his King. YES he stuffed up, even after years of following Jesus he still 
made mistakes. But Peter kept persevering.  For Peter the revelation of who Jesus was was more 
than head knowledge.  The disciples who fell away liked the idea of Jesus, but Peter [and the others] 
could not live without Jesus. 
 
DO YOU KNOW WHAT I AM TALKING ABOUT? 
When you know these things about Jesus in your heart because the Holy Spirit has revealed them to 
you there is no way that you can reject it. 

Conclusion and application 
This comes back to my original point. Do you think Peter lost his Salvation when he denied Christ? 
Do you think he had to be saved again? I don’t think so. 
He was very upset with himself because he had lied to others and he had gone against the truth of 
Christ that was already permeating every part of his life. He definitely needed forgiveness and a 
chance to repent, but this was part of God’s plan for Peter. His story is like our own, when we make 
Jesus King in our lives. We might stuff up, but we will get up and try again. Some of us might be 
holding back because of our guilt and fear, but this can be a sign that we want to be closer to Jesus. 
Some of us just feel dry, as if we have heard it all before, but we don’t feel passionate anymore. 
Maybe you are scared for your own salvation. Maybe you have simply forgotten you are in God’s 
Kingdom and he is your King. 
Remeber; the Holy Spirit is always with us and can renew our faith. He is the source of our faith 
anyway. The Bible is the book he inspired for you to get many pictures of what our God is like. 



 
The truth is I don’t know where most of you are in your faith, but I trust that God is calling you and 
his call is irresistible. Don’t suffer like Peter did because you are not living a life that matches up to 
the truth that God has placed in your heart. 


