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Resurrection Day Easter Sunday 5th April 2015 
 
Text: Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life, he who believes in me shall live 
even if he dies and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe 
this?’ John 11vs 25-26 
 
Introduction 
Today Christians all over the world celebrate the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. It is 
the culmination of the work of Jesus, beginning with his miraculous birth, when God became 
man. 
 
The Christian faith is based on the fact of a risen Saviour who died, suffered and was buried 
and the third day He arose from the dead. He lives for evermore and one day He is coming 
back. So Easter is not just about the passion and resurrection of Jesus but contained in this 
is the hope of His return and our eternal life with Him forever. 
 

 In Jesus’s conversation with Martha he declares that whoever believes in Him will 
not die.  

 John 3v16: Jesus says that God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten 
son that whoever believes in Him will not perish but have everlasting life.  

 God desires no one should perish.  But that all should all come to repentance (2 
Peter 3 v 9).  

 Jesus says that the Holy Spirit will judge the world of their sin because they did not 
believe in Him (John 16 v 8-9).Jesus said we are in sin if we do not believe.  

 The disciples had heard Jesus say at least three times that he would rise again. Yet 
on that Sunday morning the disciples were fearful, trembling and astonished (Mark 
16v8). 
 

Though this is Resurrection Sunday, everyday Jesus offers the resurrection life to all who will 
come. He offers eternal life which starts now. God had said to the people of Israel in the Old 
Testament to choose life; the same challenge is before us today and every day. God is calling 
us to respond to Jesus, who is the resurrection and the life. 
 
No other religion offers this: 

 Jesus offers a relationship, not a religion 

 Jesus offers a relationship that is not dependant on how good you are or how hard 
you work to please Him. We will never please Him, of ourselves we cannot. 

 Jesus offers life eternal 

 No other religion claims an empty tomb and a risen Saviour.  
 
 
The women were the first to reach the tomb. Women in Jesus’s day were the lowest of the 
low. Who would have believed women and who would have recorded that women had 
found the empty tomb first? 
 
I believe in the physical resurrection of Jesus. It is the basis of our faith and without the 
resurrection our faith is meaningless. The resurrection has been challenged through the 
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centuries as a cover up story, a fabrication and a grand delusion and not scientific. Our 
rational minds of themselves cannot fathom it. People reject it because reason and science 
cannot explain it; yet we ignore the fact that every day on this planet people are finding the 
risen Jesus for themselves and miracles are happening in people’s lives.  
 
Jesus and Martha 
We need to have a personal experience of Jesus and realise who He is. The story of 
Martha is one such experience. 
Martha gets a bad press, she is the one who is too busy getting everyone’s tea rather than 
sitting at Jesus’ feet (Luke 10 vs 28-42) and  some might see her as having a martyr complex-
‘woe is me… I am the only person doing this…’. Martha is portrayed as the reactive one in 
this story and is the first to find Jesus after her brother’s death. We sometimes fail to 
remember that she was grief stricken as was Mary. 
 
However, Martha declares her faith in Jesus even down to saying if he had been there her 
brother would not have died (John 11 v 21). She said also that she believed Jesus could ask 
the God for anything and he would give it to Him (John 11v 22). The belief at the time of 
Jesus in Jewish thinking was that there would be a resurrection of the body on the final 
judgement day. Martha confirms this when she says of her brother, ‘I know he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.’(John 11 v 24). 
 
So far so good Martha, but Jesus wants to take her further in her faith and He declares 
something which for her was a revelation of who Jesus really was. Jesus says to her, ’I am, 
the resurrection and the life……..'Do you believe this?'(John 11 vs 25-26). Jesus challenges 
her to realise what He has just said to her. 
 
Jesus declares by the words, ‘I am,’ that He is in fact God Himself, before her, holding life 
and death in His hands. 
 
Martha replies with a statement similar to that of Peter when Jesus asked him who he 
thought Jesus was (Matthew 16 v 16). Suddenly ’it clicks’, she declares her faith this time in 
Jesus, calling Him the Messiah (Christ), the Son of God  and addresses him in the Greek with 
a Messianic title known to the people at the time -'The Coming one.' (Translated clumsily in 
the English as 'He who comes into the world.'). 
 
Martha rushes off to find Mary. Her faith had made her see who Jesus really was. 
 
Jesus was saying to Martha, ‘If you really believe that I am the life do you realise the impact 
this might have on your life and that of your deceased brother?’ Jesus was looking for a 
change of heart in Martha and through her questioning Jesus drew her to real faith. 
 
Application: 
Jesus asks us the same question Do you believe this? Do you believe Jesus is the life we 
need? 
 
Like the Martha before her revelation and the disciples after the resurrection- they had 
heard the words but the revelation had not come- the ‘penny had not dropped.’ 
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Do we believe or is it just an intellectual reasoning? We do not come to a revelation or 
understanding of who Jesus really is by our reason and intellect alone. The Holy Spirit brings 
that realisation to us as He brings us face to face with Jesus-‘Do you believe this?’ 
 
If you can't believe He will give you the faith to believe. If you do believe you only believe 
because He has given you the means to believe. We can do nothing to reach him of 
ourselves. One of the unique things about our faith, compared to other religions is that we 
do not have to do anything to make ourselves good enough to be accepted by God. All we 
have to do is to receive the life He gives us today. 
 
Some people ask from what has Jesus saved us. Primarily Jesus came to save us from 
ourselves. He knows the hurt and destructive heart all us humans have because of the fall 
and of ourselves we can do nothing to change that. The human heart unchecked is 
destructive and we see this in our world in history and today.  
 
It is only by the Holy Spirit to bring new birth that can ever bring us to God so he can 
change us to be the people we were meant to be.  
 
Titus 3 vs 4-7: ‘But when the kindness of God our Saviour and His love for mankind 
appeared, he saved us not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness but 
according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 
whom He poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, that being justified by 
His grace, we might be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.’ 
 
Jesus came to enable us to overcome the destructiveness that is within us so we could 
have a life lived in His power. That is why Jesus came-because He loved us so much He 
wanted to put things right for us, as we of ourselves cannot. 
 
God is sovereign, not wanting all to come to experience His life and He has been working 
in people’s lives to bring that about since before they were born. Most people who have 
become Christians as adults can testify to that. He knows you, He loves you and wants to 
have the full life he has promised you. Jesus came to give us life and life in all its fullness. 
 
The challenge is to us today as Christians- do we believe this? Do you know Him daily in 
your life or have you become stale and not feel connected? Has our faith become stale and 
intellectual rather than a living relationship with a person? We can get hung up on debate 
and dialogue but what is the state of your relationship with Jesus-that is central to our faith. 
 

JESUS IS SAYING TODAY: DO YOU BELIEVE THIS? 
 
 
 
 
 


