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Sermon 5th Jan 2014 
Steps of faith for a new year 

 

Start of a new year 
 Guidance and direction-  I struggled with it until I began to realise (and continue to realise) 

through circumstances, that Jesus is intimately interested in every detail of our lives.  

 Jesus tells us in Matt 10v 29-31 the very hairs of our head are all numbered.  

 The Psalmist says that our steps our established by the Lord and even if we do make 
mistakes He lifts us up and brings us back (Psalm 27vs23-24).  

 He is already working in your circumstances to bring you to the next step.  

 He has plans for us and has work for us to do since before the world began (Eph 2 v10). 

 We can rest assured that God has our lives in His hands. When we gave our lives to Him He 
made a huge commitment in brining His purposes to bear in our lives.  

 What we are going through today is also a preparation of what is to come. 

 We also underestimate the impact our lives might be having on others in the ordinariness of 
living. 

 I do not ask so much why when things happen or even transpire against us I ask what is He 
trying to show and teach us now? (Often ‘why’ is the wrong question to ask). 
 

 
David Benner: ‘Regardless of what you have come to believe about God based on your life 

experience, the truth is that when God looks at you love swells in His heart and a smile comes to 

His face. God bursts with love for humans. He is far from being emotionally uninvolved in His 

creation. God’s bias towards us is strong, persistent and positive. The Christian God chooses to be 

known as Love and that love pervades every aspect of God’s relationship with us.’  

 

What is happening in the world? 

Do we fear about what is going on in the world? The prophets of the Old Testament knew God’s 
sovereignty in the events of their world and we need to see God in all that happens in the events 
that will unfold this year.  
That does not mean that we have to interpret everything we see accurately (there are enough false 
prophets out there who will tell you anything!) but to trust despite everything, He has it in hand.  
 
Isaiah 47- God knew what he was doing with using another nation to bring his people to obey him-
(the Babylonians) and He also knows the evil men can do to others and they too will face God’s 
wrath. 
God remains sovereign despite everything. We are called to be salt and light in the midst of the 
darkness (Matt 5 vs 13-16) 
 

Advice about guidance? God will speak and confirm His word to you 

 Hear from God yourself, get to know His heart 

 Read his word but interpret it wisely (in context to the , what its original intent was and the 
whole revealed truth about God) with the help of the Holy Spirit and not solely your 
intellect. As you meditate on it the Holy Spirit illumines the meaning 

 Hear from others and pray with others  

 Hear from God in your circumstances; what is God showing you today and has done so far in 
your journey. 
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 Commit your way to the Lord, give Him your plans, whatever decision you make, asking Him 
to guide you (Psalm 27 v 5). Do we give our daily decisions and problems to God, asking for 
His wisdom? 
 

Where do we look for help with our journey of faith? Examples of faith lessons to learn in 
the bible. Romans 15v4- whatever was written in earlier times, referring to the Old Testament, Paul 
says are for our instruction and encouragement from these scriptures we might have hope. 
 
1) FAITH FOR A NEW DIRECTION: Abraham was called to a new country and that he would be the 
Father of many nations (Genesis 11). He went, not knowing where he was going but took the step of 
obedient faith. Often we do not know what is ahead even if God clearly leads us to take that initial 
step. He wants our obedience and faith that He will make the next step plain. Abraham was given 
minimum information but obeyed willingly, leaving his family and all he knew behind him. 
 
2) GETTING OUR FEET WET: Joshua was told that he would enter and cross into the promised land 
by walking through the River Jordan. It was not until the priests carrying the ark put their feet in the 
water that things happened (Joshua 3). God reassured the people that they had not been this way 
before (Joshua 3 v 4) and that they were to follow carefully.  
 
When God calls us He expects us to go ahead and take the step of faith. It may look impossible - how 
will God come through for me? Are we going to trust him with what he has told us?  
 
The point is not to go ahead of God (illustrated in the story) but be in step with God’s leading like the 
Israelites following the Priests who carried the ark of God’s presence. 
. 
 
3) DISCERNING THE RIGHT TIME; David sought God every step of the way in his battles against Saul 
and the Philistines. He committed his way to God and sought God’s view on things, each time an 
important decision had to be made. When he did not, trouble came to him.  
 
At one time he was told to wait for a sign before going to battle- the sound of marching in the tops 
of the Balsaam trees (2 Samuel 5 v 24).  
 
We sometimes need to connect with God at the right time and hold back and wait rather than rush 
in and do our own thing. The Church has a long history of blundering in and making huge mistakes 
not motivated by God’s heart but human passion and reaction. 
 
We can be very good at rushing in with things and not judging the time, we have to learn the art of 
listening to God.  
 
Jeremiah's lament in his book seems to be that the people of God do not listen (Jeremiah 14-15, 17; 
37v2) but go their own way.  
 
Sometimes God reveals things to us and is not the right time and we have to wait for this-it does not 
mean He has forgotten or we did not hear from Him, necessarily. 
 
4) FAITH AGAINST HUMAN WISDOM OR REASON: Gideon- God called Gideon to defeat the 
Midianites. However he told him to only choose a few men against a huge army. The methods he 
chose were also unorthodox (Judges 7vs 1-8). Yet he still trusted God.  
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God told Isaiah that His ways are not our ways (Isaiah 55vs,8-9). God’s ways may seem ‘illogical’ to 
us but he has the big picture. Try and think out of the box. God’s wisdom is far more reaching and 
past finding out than our own wisdom. 
 
5) FAITH FOR STANDING UP FOR WHAT IS RIGHT: Daniel and friends- refused to eat the king’s food. 
It was a principle of the law for them. God did honour them for their faith in Him to work it all out 
(Daniel 1).  
 
We are not obliged anymore to follow food laws these have been abolished in the new covenant 
(see Hebrews, Colossians 2 vs 16-17).  
 
Sometimes we have to stand up for what we know is true and trust God for the outcome. Speaking 
out and making a stand is costly and needs to be done knowing it is the right thing to do, the right  
time to do it and in the right way. Christians are notorious at speaking out of anger and not love. 
More and more we will be called upon to give an account if what we believe as the world becomes 
more secular and anti-Christian. It is a potential time for the sifting of our faith. However we do not 
have to go and look for trouble either! 
 

Jeff Lucas: ‘It’s not the content of our message that matters, but the tone of it. Passionate people 

can sound strident and aggressive and there is also a temptation to be angry when we feel that 

our viewpoint is being marginalised or even suppressed. And, when that happens, we can come 

across as ranting people who are to be regarded with suspicion. We are called to persuade, not 

pummel, people with our words. Sometimes the world cannot hear a word of what we are saying 

because they are too put off by the way we say it.’ 

 
6) FAITH IN APPARENT WEAKNESS: Mary and Joseph- took at face value what was told them yet 
they had an awesome task to bring up the son of God. They were an example of some of the most 
disempowered people in the world at the time, living in a poor backwater, occupied by the Romans. 
Mary’s question to the Angel- how can this be? Why did God choose me? (Luke 1). The ridicule, 
misunderstanding they must have had- see the Nativity Film, it clearly illustrates this. 
 
We may feel ill equipped to do the things God asks of us but if he has called us he is not going to 
abandon us. He never brings things to birth and leaves us.  
 
We can do all things through Christ who strengthens us and he will provide the means for us to do if 
it is in His will (Phil 4vs 13/19). Peter tells us we have everything we need for life and godliness (2 
Peter 1 v3). 
 
 
The fact he has brought you to such a place is sign enough that He will be faithful.  
 
7) FAITH BEING ASSURED OF A GREATER PURPOSE: Jesus - the ultimate man of faith. He knew 
God’s greater purpose for the reason He came (John 18 v 37) - He came to die so he could reconcile 
us to God. See the impact that this act has had on us and the whole of mankind. 
 
There is a greater purpose behind all God leads us into. We do not know the impact of our 
obedience for Him. Is it too much to lose if we don't ??  
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We need to trust God that He has a greater purpose in our suffering, sickness, trials and life's battles.  
What is God saying in the midst of these and for the future? Where are you finding God in them? 
What is He preparing you for in the future? 
 
God is sovereign over our lives this is not a reason to be complacent but to trust and see what he can 
do.  
We are never too old, too young or ‘too anything’ to do Hs work-We are never finished as far as God 
is concerned. 
 
 

Conclusion 

Commit to God your way this year, expect to be surprised and be assured 

that He will provide for you in whatever He leads you into this year. Trust 

His sovereign hand over your life as you commit to Him. 

Watchman Nee: ‘While He was on Earth Jesus was Himself the vessel of divine life. When men 

touched Him they touched God; when they saw Him they saw God. In Him bodily there dwelt all 

the fullness of the Godhead. This was the Father’s pleasure (Colossians 1 v 19; 2 v 9). Today what 

do they see? We who believe possess that life. We are said to have received of His fullness. When 

men meet us do they meet the surpassing love of Christ? When they touch us, do they touch 

something of God.’ 


