
 



 



Mark 3:7-20 Summary 

• Following a “to do” with the Pharisees, Jesus 
withdraws to the sea and a crowd of many 
nations joins him. 

• He heals many and releases many from 
oppression.  

• He teaches them 

• He then goes up a mountain  

• He appoints twelve to be with him and do what 
he does 



So what Is Jesus telling us? 
• Mark 2:21,22 Jesus tells us about new wine , and 

here he begins making some new wineskins 

• The whole symbolism speaks of a new way, eg 
the people being led to the sea, Jesus going up a 
mountain, appointing the 12. – overtones of 
Moses  

• A declaration that this is a religious revolt, not a 
political one – this is not aimed at the Romans 

• This revolt is about bringing liberation – the 
Kingdom of God is at hand 



 



So  why twelve? 
• Unlikely that Jesus randomly choose this number. 
• The Hebrew year was 12 months with 12 hours 

per day (cf other nations based on Lunar i.e. 13 
months) 

• Jacob had 12 sons which became the 12 tribes of 
Israel 

• (Ishmael also had 12 sons) 
• 12 spies sent in to spy out the land for Moses 
• The Church in Ephesus started with 12 men (Acts 

19:7) 
• 12 seems to represent God’s elective purposes  

 



 



Jesus other strategic moves… 
• Jesus later sent out the 70 (Luke 10:1ff) 

• 70 from Noah repopulated the world (Gen 10) 

• 70 went down to Egypt to be saved (Gen 46:27) 

• 70 elders assisted Moses (Nu 11:16) 

• 70 years exile in Babylon (Je 25:11) 

• 70 men in the Sanhedrin (Jewish Council) 

• 70 scholars translated the Hebrew scriptures into Greek 
(known as the Septuagint) by order of the Ptolemies 

• When Israel camped in the Desert at Elim, there were 
12 springs and 70 Palm trees (Nu 33:9) 

• 70 seems to represent a picture of God’s Governance. 

 



 



So who are the twelve? 
• Simon (also known as Peter or Cephas) 
• Andrew (Peter’s brother – has a Greek name) 
• James and John sons of Zebedee (sons of Thunder!) 
• Philip (Also a Greek name) 
• Bartholomew (i.e. Son of Talmai; or Son of Ptolemy) 
• Matthew (Levi son of Alphaeus –Mk 2:14) 
• James son of Alphaeus 
• Thomas (the twin – John 20:24) 
• Thaddaeus (aka Judas son of James Lk 5:16, or Lebbaeus 

Matt 10:3) 
• Simon the Cananite (or Zealot) 
• Judas Iscariot (either the name of the town he came from 

or the political group he was part of (Siccarii) or as a “red 
dyer” i.e. a reference to Esau, Jacobs nemesis 



Jesus chose odd companions 

• They do not seem to be selected for their brains, 
or religious history but faith 

• John15:16 

• As Abraham was chosen by Grace, so the 12 
seem to be similarly blessed 

• A reminder that salvation is by grace through 
faith, not by works of the law (Pharisees) 

• Jesus still calls odd companions (1 Cor 12:6-28) 



Some cool slide about being good 
news 

 



Jesus calls them Apostles 
• This term has become a specific reference to 

an ‘office’ in the Church 

• Apostolos = one who is sent  

• A”post”olos viz posted eg letter or sentry 

• Like Jesus who was sent (eg John 17:3, Ac 
3:26), he sends them (John 17:18)  and us (by 
extrapolation –eg, The great commission) 

• Sent with a message and a job to do. 



Jesus Mission and ours 

• He called them to be with him (to learn from 
him) and do as he did. 

• Talk about the kingdom of God 

• Bring healing and release (see also Isaiah 61) 

• Healing = Therapy in Greek meaning to serve 

• Power = authority, ability like Jesus. 

• To tell the good news and be good news! 



 



It’s not meant to be easy! 

• Jesus was sent into a difficult situation 

• It was difficult for the 12 

• Surprise! it will be for us too 

• In Acts the Apostles forgot they were to be 
sent, hard times came to remind them to get 
moving 

• Happens to us too 



We are all apostles 

• Called to be sent to tell the Good News and Be 
Good News 

• Sent into the world, into difficulties at work, 
home and community and the world wide 
web to tell the message, bring healing to the 
world, and make a difference 

• So what are you going to do this week? 


