
That we may not be led into temptation, deliver us from evil             -Augustine 

Matthew 6:13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

The final sermon: 

This sermon will be focusing on the topic of temptation and deliverance from evil. However we 

cannot ignore the latter part of the verse. I would like to deal with that by reflecting on the last 

few years. This is the final sermon in a 4 year journey for me through the teaching of Jesus’ 

Sermon on the Mount. We initially looked at the 10 commandments and now we finish with the 

Lord’s Prayer. Throughout the sermons the same message has been repeated over and over. It 

could be summed up like this: 
1Chronicles 29:11 Thine, O LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and 
the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine 
is the kingdom, O LORD, and thou art exalted as head above all. 

As far as I am concerned: “I have begun to appreciate my dependence on God, for everything.”  

The last thing that Martin Luther ever wrote [on a piece of paper that was found on his dead 

body] implied that no human has the time to compile the knowledge and experience needed to 

call themselves anything other than a beggar at the mercy of God. So say I. To God be the Glory. 

 

What is Evil? Although contrary to Good, it is not the polar opposite of Good. Evil is simply 

good that has been distorted. There is still discernible goodness in every corrupted created thing. 
Nevertheless, while no one maintains that good and evil are not contraries, they can not only coexist, but 
the evil cannot exist at all without the good, or in a thing that is not a good. On the other hand, the good 
can exist without evil. For a man or an angel could exist and yet not be wicked, whereas there cannot be 
wickedness except in a man or an angel. It is good to be a man, good to be an angel; but evil to be 
wicked. These two contraries are thus coexistent, so that if there were no good in what is evil, then the 
evil simply could not be, since it can have no mode in which to exist, nor any source from which 
corruption springs, unless it be something corruptible. Unless this something is good, it cannot be 
corrupted, because corruption is nothing more than the deprivation of the good. Evils, therefore, have 
their source in the good, and unless they are parasitic on something good, they are not anything at all. 

There is no other source whence an evil thing can come to be.                                                      - Augustine 

 

It is irrational to say we choose not to believe in God because of all the evil we see in the world- 

If there is no such thing as objective good [ie God] then nothing can be objectively called evil. 

 

Why did God allow evil and suffering to affect the world? If evil is not part of God’s plan 

then God is not in control. Somehow, evil is a part of God’s plan and it serves God’s purpose. 
Romans 8:28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to his purpose.  

“All things” includes bad things. We don’t see it [in the moment] or know exactly why, but God 

is able to use evil things to bring about great things. Consider the story of Joseph, whose brothers 

sold him into slavery. Their action was malicious and hateful but God used it [as part of his plan] 

to save at least two nations [Egypt and Israel] from famine.  
Genesis 50:20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it 
about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.  

 

 

 



So who or what is the corruption from which we need to be delivered? 

Sins, Sin and Satan 

Sins [personal] everything we do [as individuals] that is deliberately disobedient to God. 

Sin [original] is the evil that inhabits our fallen nature- the desire within all of us to reject the 

authority of God. This is something we inherit from our ancestor Adam. 

Satan, a powerful spiritual being [who leads many others like himself] who was corrupted by 

pride; he wanted to be considered equal to God. His lack of submission to his creator has been 

the beginning of sin, evil, and chaos in the universe. 

 

GOD HOLDS US RESPONSIBLE FOR OUR OWN SIN! The devil and his angels might be the 

salespeople, but we are the ones who make the purchase. Whether Satan is there or not our 

wicked heart’s desire to believe his lies rather than God’s Word is what we need Jesus to fix.  

JESUS ASKS US TO PRAY THAT WE WILL BE DELIVERED FROM EVIL, NOT KEPT 

AWAY FROM IT. Dealing with evil [day to day] is an important part of this life.  

This is where Temptation comes in. 

 

What is Temptation? And why does God allow it? 

“Opportunity may knock only once, but temptation leans on the door bell” 

A test, a trial, a deception, a sales pitch to sweeten the deal, an advertisement 

From Eden till toady God has used temptation as part of his plan to shape, test and purify the 

integrity of individuals, but he never tempts us directly himself. God is like the man testing a 

light bulb. He must put the light in a dark place to test its’ brightness. God is not dark himself so 

He must use darkness to test his lamps. Temptation is what teaches us about evil. We gain power 

over evil in areas where we are enabled to resist temptation. We lose to evil when we fail to 

resist it. Or think we can resist it without God’s help. 

 “A silly idea is current that good people do not know what temptation means. This is an 

obvious lie. Only those who try to resist temptation know how strong it is... A man who gives 

in to temptation after five minutes simply does not know what it would have been like an hour 

later. That is why bad people, in one sense, know very little about badness. They have lived a 

sheltered life by always giving in.”                                                     ― C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

James 1:12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the 
test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.  
1:13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God," for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one.  
1:14 But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire.  
1:15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown 
brings forth death.  

From this passage we can see that God does not directly tempt anyone, but he is pleased to bless 

those who have been tempted and remain faithful. 

Surely Job is the key example in the Bible of how God uses Satan’s wickedness to bring about 

what he already planned. It was God who put Satan onto Job, and Job was blessed after he 

endured the trial of his faith. 
Job 1:8 And the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job, that there is 
none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away 
from evil?"   

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1069006.C_S_Lewis
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/801500


What do the words Lead and Deliver mean? 
The actions of leading and delivering in English have very strong meanings. In the original 

Greek there are different words used with differing levels of strength. The word “lead” in this 

verse is a gentle leading from within, as opposed to a command or an applied force. Likewise the 

word deliver is a gentle drawing or a rescue, rather than a transporting from one place to another. 

The implication is that in this part of the prayer we are asking God to guide and protect us from 

within. God gives us a new heart and God keeps it pure! Or if you prefer Jesus takes up residence 

in our heart by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

We are not therefore praying that God would never expose us to things that might tempt us, but 

rather we pray that when he does allow us to be tempted we might hear his voice and be able to   

resist the temptation with his aid.  
1Corinthians 10:12 Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.  
10:13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he 
will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also 
provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 

 Jesus himself was led by God into the wilderness in order to be tempted. 
Luke 4:1  And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the 
Spirit in the wilderness  
4:2 for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing during those days. And 
when they were ended, he was hungry. 

 But the word “led” in this context is the strong word [to drive]. He was driven into the 

wilderness by God to be exposed to temptation, but his heart was able to resist because he was 

submissive to the will of the Father. That is to say he was gently guided from within- his very 

essence was led to resist. True strength to resist temptation comes from admitting our utter 

dependence on God.  Jesus never attacked Satan and never argued that he was lying, Jesus 

simply stood on truth. And when Jesus refused to be tempted by Satan the first time, Satan tried 

again. Some sins we can beat. Others are addictions that take time. The twelve step program is an 

example of how people can defeat long term addictions when they admit their need for help from 

God.  In fact the first three steps in the twelve step program are simply a rewording of what I 

said Martin Luther and I have come to agree about in the introduction to this sermon. 
1. We admitted we were powerless over our addiction—that our lives had become 

unmanageable. 
2. Came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could restore us to sanity. 
3. Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God as we understood 

Him. 
James 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  
4:8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and  

purify your hearts, you double-minded.  
4:9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy 

to gloom.  
4:10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 
This is a process that takes a life time. It is not a one off victory but a daily battle. God wants us 

to help one another. Musselburgh Baptist endorses small groups [4x4] where we can share our 

struggles with each other and support one another in prayer and practically. And we have 

counselors and a prayer team to help with more difficult [personal] needs. Whatever you’re 

struggling with; don’t let embarrassment stop you from getting help, or admitting you need it. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God


The problem: 

…no man can be reckoned a Christian, who does not acknowledge himself to be a sinner… 
Calvin 

Many modern Christians have lost their humility. People who have been accused by the church 

of being sinful and in need of God have rejected the attitude of the self righteous church but they 

have inadvertently thrown the baby out with the bath water. They no longer accept that sin is a 

result of human behaviour. Sometimes well meaning churches over emphasise humans as 

victims in need of rescue by Jesus and severely underemphasised the selfish nature of human 

beings. Often we forget to teach one another about the virtues of submission and humility.  

But God has ordained, for some reason, that when we are at our weakest we suddenly know our 

need of Him and only then are we able to fully rely upon him to resist the power of evil. 

I do not yet fully understand why, but it is another repetitive biblical theme. 

 

Have you ever wondered why God chose to save us by giving us a new heart while leaving us in 

the midst of evil, rather than just giving us a new heart and taking us right to heaven there and 

then? 

The only logical answer must be that we [somehow] are part of God’s plan to restore the world 

and help deliver it from evil. Resisting evil is part of our work as Christians. 

 

Conclusion: 
To say God does not tempt us, is to say God is perfectly Good- he is the pure original Good. 

This does not mean that he cannot use evil people to carry out his plans. God is not wicked when 

he commands wicked people to do good works. Neither is he wicked when he suggests that 

wicked people perform wicked deeds; like when he suggests to the devil to test Job. 

The devil is simply a servant of God. There is no battle between Satan and God for power. God 

has all the power, Satan’s very existence is part of God’s perfect plan. We can only speculate 

why God has organised it this way, but we know that it is under control, we must trust that God 

is in control.  
The purpose for temptation in the life of a believer seems to be a test which is designed to make 

the believer more reliant upon the new heart and life that God has given to us.  

There will always be trials and suffering in this life. 

 

Prayer: 

-HELP ME FACE TRIALS WITH DIGNITY  

–HELP ME TO BRING HONOUR TO YOUR NAME IN ALL I DO LORD. 
Romans 7:15 For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I 

do the very thing I hate.  
So lord please 

Psalm 51:10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  
51:11 Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

-HELP ME TO ADMIT WHEN I AM WRONG 

-HELP ME TO MAKE WRONG THINGS RIGHT 

-KEEP ME FROM THINGS THAT SEEK TO TAKE YOUR PLACE IN MY LIFE 


