
Happy Rogation Day 
Well for the 25th of April 



Today is the Sunday before 

ascension 

• 4 Rogation days, the major on 25th of April 

and the three days before ascension. 

• Comes from Latin Rogare meaning to ask 

(ask that your joy may be full John 16:24..) 

• Often involved walking the boundary of the 

village to ask for God’s protection and 

blessing for the year (esp on their crops) 

 



Ascension 

• Traditionally one of the 5 important festivals. 

Highlights the vital belief that Jesus did not die 

and rise again just to die again, he rose to live 

forevermore in heaven 

• 40 days after resurrection – always a Thursday 

• 40 often indicates completion (eg the flood, days 

on the mountain when Moses received the law, 

spying out the land, Jesus temptation etc 

• 10 days before Pentecost 



 

 

Tradition is not the worship of ashes, 

 but the preservation of fire 

 

 

– Gustav Mahler 



Opportunities 
• On Thursday tell 

people its 
“Ascension Day”  

• Tell them why it is an 
important day for 
Christians 

• Join us for prayer at 
6:30am Monday as 
we drive around our 
parish and pray for 
its protection 



Remembering Jesus last words  

• Matthew 28:19-20 – Go make disciples 

• Mark 16:15 – Go preach the gospel 

• Luke 24: - Go proclaim repentance and 

remission to all nations 

• John 21:19 – Follow me  

 

• i.e. What you have seen me do - do 



Jesus Mission 
• Luke 4:18 – (note after his temptation) 

• Isaiah 61:1-3 

• MBC – to reach teach tend and send 

• Growing Others 



But wait… 

• Jesus says you cannot do this in your own 

strength 

• “Wait here until you receive the power, 

ability, strength to do what I am asking you 

to do” – Lk 24:49; 

• Common theme through out scripture 

• The works of God are done in the 

strength/power of God  

 



It’s bigger than us 

• Speaking up to Pharaoh - Moses 

• Taking the land of Giants – Caleb / Joshua 

• Being king of all Israel - Saul 

• Dealing with the Midianites - Gideon 

• Preaching at Pentecost – Peter 

• Standing before Caesar – Paul 

• Beginning a reformation – Luther 

• Challenging injustice at work – you 

• Sharing the faith you have – you  



Fools rush in… 

• Psa 27:14  Wait on the LORD; Be of good 
courage, And He shall strengthen your heart; 
Wait, I say, on the LORD!  

• Psa 68:28  Your God has commanded your 
strength; Strengthen, O God, what You have 
done for us.  

• Isa 41:10  Fear not, for I am with you; Be not 
dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen 
you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with 
My righteous right hand.'  



Strength will rise as we… 

Isa 40:28-31  Have you not known? Have you not 
heard? The everlasting God, the LORD, The 
Creator of the ends of the earth, Neither faints nor 
is weary. His understanding is unsearchable.  

He gives power to the weak, And to those who 
have no might He increases strength.  

Even the youths shall faint and be weary, And the 
young men shall utterly fall,  

But those who wait on the LORD Shall renew their 
strength; They shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They 
shall walk and not faint.  

 



But wait…there’s more 

• The disciples had to wait 10 days which I 

imagine seemed along time (remember 

that after Jesus died they didn’t wait 

around and went back to fishing pretty 

quickly 

• It can be a struggle to wait…. 



Two bad options 

• Either we carry on and do it in our own 

strength eg using forms plans etc Saul (1 

Sam 13:8) or  

• We passively hold back and what we call 

‘waiting’ is more like procrastinating (eg. 

matt 23:13) 

• Cue the Queue 



 



 



Wait in line 

• Just like the disciples waited in the upper 

room 

• Pray 

• Read 

• Fellowship  

• Keep moving forward 

• Not just a one off event but a habit for all 

situations 


