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Clarification and response to questions from sermons preached 
19th and 26th May 2013 

 
1)SPEAKING IN TONGUES 
 ‘It seems that Paul did speak in tongues despite what you had said’: 
There is an indication that Paul did speak in tongues as 1 Cor 13-14 tells us. 
However, in Acts there is no mention that he spoke in tongues after receiving 
the baptism (filling) of the Holy Spirit. This is odd, because in Acts 2 and Acts 
10 when the Holy Spirit falls it is recorded that they spoke in tongues. It may be 
that he did speak in tongues as he was baptised in the HS and it is not recorded, 
Luke (author of Luke and Acts) assuming we would know by now that 'would' 
happen. 
 
I was making the point that we have to be careful of thinking the HS works in the 
same way all the time.  
 
However, we should not make up or add to scriptures where there is no 
evidence. A certain Pentecostal theology has said that the evidence you are filled 
with the Holy Spirit is that you can speak in tongues; that is not always the case 
and some people have felt like second class citizens in Churches because they 
do not speak in tongues (but may have experienced some other manifestation) 
and therefore do not have the Holy Spirit.  
 
‘Doesn’t the scripture say that one day tongues will cease?’ 
Yes Paul says in 1 Cor 13 v8, in the context of the over riding love of God, that 
tongues like all the other gifts we have been given will be done away with. It 
seems the gifts of the Holy Spirit have been given to us as a partial revelation of 
what it will be like when God has restored all and the need for these things will be 
gone. 
 
 
2) Clarification about blind faith and the spirit of mankind: 
BLIND FAITH- When I think of this I think of people who jump in, with no 
real calling of God for a situation and it goes awry, I have seen it happen so often 
and it can be damaging to not only the person concerned but also to others. 
(Though God in His mercy often rescues and turn it all out for good!) 
 
Abraham did not know where he was going but his faith was not blind in the way I 
see it. It was based on a real call of God and though he was unaware of 
the details (as many are who have been called to go to places) he still went in 
faith. This is for me real faith-.'..the assurance of things hoped for the evidence of 
things not seen…' (Heb 11v1). 
 
 
SPIRIT-SOUL-BODY 
• To me our spirits are dead towards God, because of sin (Romans 1-8 explains 
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this) until the Holy Spirit comes and enlivens us (Romans/Ephesians) 
enabling us to make the connection with God that was lost at 'Eden.' The 
day Adam sinned he died in a spiritual sense and Jesus was sent to 
reverse what happened.  

• The Holy Spirit I believe, in regeneration (Titus 3 vs 4-7/Eph 2 vs 1-4 ish) turns 
our souls (mind, emotion, will) through sanctification, into being more like 
Jesus.  

• Revelation comes to our spirits not our minds. The mind then has to grasp it.  
• Our mind, will and emotions (soul) are damaged but through the spirit (that has 

been set free and is now alive) can be renewed.  
• God does not change our personality but our character and restores to us the 

'family characteristics' of our true Father. 
• The Holy Spirit works with the spirit and the soul towards a level of integration-

making us the people, God always intended us to be; this the work of 
sanctification 

• Therefore as God's children our spirits live forever with our souls, after we 
have physically died-but we will have a new body and our souls will be 
finally redeemed.  

 
However, the teaching in the bible on the body-soul -spirit is not altogether clear 
and this is the understanding I have come to so far after 
looking through the scriptures and the teaching I have received.  
 
I have concerns that due to the ever-evolving language we have, the clear 
concepts are lost in usage and application. Dictionary definitions of ‘spirit’ are 
perhaps reflective of the world's view of spirit, not necessarily the biblical one. 
 
3) If the Holy Spirit is already in us at conversion why do we need to be 
filled again? 
At conversion it seems the Holy Spirit comes to reside in us as he has to set our 
Sprits free so we can re-connected with God. Paul talks about us being ‘made 
alive’ by the Spirit of God (Eph2v5). 
 
The pattern in the Acts seemed to be that a person believed, repented, were 
baptised and then received the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts  2 v 38).  
 
Being filled or baptised with/in (Greek means the same) the Holy Spirit can 
happen at conversion-as what happened at Pentecost, with the 3, 000 people 
(Acts 2), for others it comes later (Acts 8 vs 15-16).  
 
As the Holy Spirit never imposes his way on us, we can by our lifestyle, attitudes, 
‘brushes’ with the world and sin, squeeze out His influence in our lives and we 
can become ineffective because of this. That is why Paul says we should be filled 
with the Holy Spirit, literally meaning, ‘being filled’-in the present tense all the 
time. The way we do this is to ask and Paul suggests we should praise and 
worshjp God for this as we ask (Ephesians 5 vs 18-21). Being prayed for to 
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receive the Holy Spirit is another way, as what happened in the Acts (8v 15-
16/9v17). 
 
Mike reminded us in his sermon on Sunday that love and love in action is 
the test for the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives as the early Church 
demonstrated. 
 
 
4) Can Christians be rich?  
Yes they can but Paul teaches that it should be out of our riches or surplus we 
should give to others (2 Cor 8 v14). I believe God has and does raise people up 
He can trust to create wealth for the Kingdom of God. For example construction 
firm that began after the war in the UK gave most of their profit into the Kingdom 
of God including overseas missionary work-and still does.  
 
The test is, do our riches have us? Are we prepared to give them all away if 
necessary? Are we generous with our whole lives towards God and others, not 
only our money? Can we give up something we enjoy so that others might enjoy 
something they could not afford? 
 
Our great example is Jesus who had no property and no belongings, his life was 
one of poverty but he had enough and in a sense He was the richest man on 
Earth.  
 
People who appear to be poor materially can often be the richest people 
spiritually and that is where our focus should be.  
  
However, just because a person is rich/blessed materially it does not follow 
they are blessed by God as a reward and alternatively if people are poor 
materially it does not mean they are somehow not blessed by God - (read 
the story of Job-his sufferings had nothing to do with his right standing 
before God- yet his friends continued to believe this). 
 
Paul’s teaching on giving in 2 Cor. 9 vs 6-9 is a good guide; give from what you 
have, given consistently and trust God with it. 
 
 
 

 


