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Being Distinctive as God’s  People on Earth: Being Different for God! 
Introduction 
Being distinctive:  ’Characteristic of one person or thing and so serving to distinguish it from others.’  
 
Synonyms: Extraordinary, outstanding, individual, excellent, separate, peculiar, ‘off-beat,’ original, special, weird, distinguishing, ‘poles apart, ‘cool’ and 
‘wicked’ 
 
We are called to be distinctive in the world we live in as God’s people. Each generation is called to this and the history of the Church is also the story of 
how the Church has interacted, reacted and compromised with the culture around it. Persecution comes in various forms. 
 
Church history is littered with acts of distinctiveness:  Christian organisations, the two-handed gospel, YWAM and CAP are examples. History shows 
Christians have been at the forefront of care support and social change. Often we have abandoned the ideals and allowed the world to take over. 
Illustration: CAP & the govt of the UK 
 
We underestimate the effect we have on others: ‘What a wonderful life’-  Film, what would your surroundings be without you? Clarence the Angel says to 
George (played by James Stewart), ‘You have been given a great gift George, a chance to see what the world would be without you.’ He further says,  
after George has been shown lives that were not after all touched by him, ‘Strange isn’t it, each  man’s life touches so many other lives, when he isn’t 
around he leaves an awful hole doesn’t he?’ 
 
If we are part of another Kingdom there is an obvious clash between our Kingdom and the one we live in. This battle has its origins in the Garden of Eden; 
there would be enmity between Satan and the woman’s seed, until Jesus came to reverse the curse (Genesis 3 v 15/2 Cor 10vs 3-5/2 Cor 4 vs 3-4), 
predicting Christ’s victory over this in His death and resurrection. Anything that attacks or minimises the value and importance of the people of God, who 
have become so by being born again of God’s Spirit through faith in Jesus Christ is Satanic. Satan hates the people of God and always has. (Read Mark 
chapters 1-3 and seethe impact Jesus had on the Kingdom of darkness). 
 
We are constantly in a battle between two world views and the world had successfully infiltrated the Church in its ideas and ethics in a powerful way. We 
are bombarded directly and sublimely by the attitudes, influences and dictates of an alien world.  John says we are in the world but not of the world (1 
John 2 vs 15-17). We are a part of a different Kingdom with different ‘rules’ and ways of being. We have a different destination and purpose. Jesus came 
proclaiming a different kingdom realigning God’s purposes for the whole world.  
 
As Christians there should be no distinction between the secular and the sacred- the ‘Church stuff’ and ‘My personal life’ we are to be fully committed to 
God and His purposes all the time in everything we do. 
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Messages from the world today: ‘It is about me and sometimes my family; it is about what I can get and what I want I usually want it now; it is about me, I 
do not need anyone, nor need to be responsible to anyone or accountable in my life to anyone; it is about stuff I can get and have around me so I can be 
better than the next person. I get what I want and sometimes others may have to get hurt or neglected in order for me to have what I want.’ 
 

1) Distinctiveness of God’s People as a Biblical Theme in the Law: 

 God has always had individuals who have made a difference for Him. He also established a nation that He wanted to be distinct from all 
the nations around it. In the same way God calls us a Holy Nation today, as we make a difference in the midst of the culture around us 

 God establishes certain things with His people in the Old Covenant, the Law (Exodus to Deuteronomy) that made them distinctive from 
all the other nations around them.  

 For us today, they are not to be taken literally but seen as foreshadows of what was to come in the work of Jesus. We need to see it 
through the lens of the New Covenant.  

 The Old Testament has many signposts, types or foreshadows; (messages or pointers about what was to come); holding a deeper meaning 
and significance. ‘They were merely a shadow of what was to come.’ (Colossians 2 vs 16-17/ Hebrews 8 v 5). As my bible class teacher told 
me once, ‘the new is concealed in the old and revealed in the new.’ 

 
Old Testament Distinction What it pointed to & means for us today 

CIRCUMCISION: He calls Abram and his family for a special purpose (Gen 12) and as a sign 
He introduces circumcision as a  way to mark this distinction (Genesis 17 vs 10-14). 
Circumcision was 8 days after birth and this was to be different from other nations that 
waited a longer time in order to offer themselves to fertility gods. 

Circumcision was a sign of separateness that we do not have to observe today but it pointed to a 
heart of separation towards God from other things. Paul says that circumcision is now of the heart 
(Romans 2 v 29) and that we as God’s children of faith are of the ‘true circumcision,’(Phil 3 v 3) and 
a ‘circumcision without hands.’ (Colossians 2 v 11). 
 

A HOLY NATION SET APART WITH ONE GOD: God brings this family out from slavery 
((Exodus 23: 32,33) and makes them into a Kingdom distinct from all those countries 
around them. ‘You shall be holy to me, for I the Lord am holy and have separated you 
from the peoples, that you should be mine’ (Leviticus 20:26 ESV).  

This is reiterated for God’s people today in 1 Peter  1 vs 15-16,where he says, ‘But like the Holy One 
who called you, be holy yourselves in all your behaviour, because it is written, “You shall be Holy 
for I am holy.”’ Being holy literally means being set apart for God and nothing is to come before 
Him. 
 

PRIESTHOOD: He separates off the priesthood from other people as the mediators of 
God’s blessing (Exodus 40 vs 12-15) 

The Priesthood refers now to all those who by faith have received Christ, the veil in the temple was 
torn in two, as Jesus died (Matthew 27 v 51) indicating now an openness to the very presence of 
God. Peter calls us, ‘A Royal Priesthood’ (1 Peter 2 vs 9-10). We are now the mediators of God’s 
blessing for the world. 
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SACRIFICIAL SYSTEM: What, how and where they sacrifice; unique from all the systems 
around in the ancient world at the time; there was purity and there was an emphasis on 
the first born. The nations around Israel would sacrifice wherever they wanted; they had 
their multitudes of gods and their own personal temples. God wanted his people to be 
separate and distinct from this. Hence he told them they were to worship in Jerusalem and 
not to offer sacrifices elsewhere. (2 Kings 15:4). 

The sacrificial system and the shedding of blood pointed to a time when one Great High priest, 
Jesus, the Son of God, would enter God’s presence and be the perfect  sacrifice to end all others and 
secure our salvation(Hebrews 9vs 11-12). 
 

FOOD: Restrictions on what they ate (Leviticus 11)-some of this was for health and 
practical reasons at the time that have no relevance for us today (initially, they were 
travelling through a desert!) 

Abolished in the new Covenant (Colossians 2 v 16/Acts 10). But we are encouraged to respect 
other people’s views on this and not to cause another to stumble (1 Cor 10 vs 23-29). 

HOLY PEOPLE/ONE GOD: The People of Israel were called to stand  and live  apart, in the 
midst of a unholy world and not to mix with other nations, yet be a light for them to 
come and join them (Leviticus 18:2-5). There were Egyptians who left with the people as 
they fled slavery; Rahab the prostitute joined them (Joshua 2); Ruth joined them (Ruth 1). 

It is now about a separateness of heart, motive and distinct lifestyle in the midst of the alternative, 
so we can be light and salt, influencing where we are (Matthew 5 vs 13-16). Paul only tells 
Christians to be apart from the sinner in the church not from the world (1 Corinthians 5:9-11). 
  
 

FESTIVALS & SABBATH: Regular times of remembrance and rest. The fulfilment of all feasts in Jesus:  
-Succoth-Tabernacles: Jesus is the Light of the World & The Living Water (John 7-9). 
Pesach-Passover:  (Escape from Egypt) Jesus’ death & Resurrection, He is the Passover lamb (John 
1). 
-Weeks: Pentecost, (remembering the giving of the law); Jesus the word of God and the giver of the 
Spirit, firstfruits. 
-Yom Kipper: Day of Atonement: Jesus is the atoning sacrifice 
-Sabbath: Jesus the new Sabbath. Whilst the principle of the Sabbath remains (we all need to rest!) 
the rest of salvation-that Jesus has finished the work and we can enter His Sabbath rest of our 
salvation has been fulfilled in His work of salvation.  
Festivals are still important for God’s people today but we need not be restricted to Christmas and 
Easter. Festivals are for remembering and thanking God for His goodness to us. The sacraments of 
Baptism and Communion can be seen as the festival equivalents in Protestantism. (Colossians 2 v 
11/Hebrews 4 v 9-11) 
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2) The Key to being the Distinctive People of God 
 

A) The Ancient Israelites were not able to live up to the ideal of being a distinctive people for God on the Earth, they were taken away by the 

idolatry and the ways of the world around them- as we often are as God’s people today. They tried to follow the law of separation but not the 

spirit of it. 

B) The difference today is that God said He would do a new thing, create a new and Covenant better, more far reaching and what would replace 
what had gone before, it has become obsolete because all of it has been revealed fully in the work of Christ (Hebrews 8 v 6).   

 
C) God promised the Spirit to all that would indwell God’s people (Ezekiel 36vs26-27) enabling us all to live the lives we have been called to live. It is 

from the heart and the change within effects the behaviour on the outside. So our motivation for being distinctive and doing good works is not 
about doing these things so God will bless and forgive me but that they come out of a heart that has been blessed already. If we come from the 
works, performance angle we might believe that we can manipulate God to get what we want. This was prevalent in Ancient civilisations and has 
its expression in some prosperity teaching today that can be formulaic in its approach. 

 
D) As a result all people from all nations can call God their God. The dividing wall between a specific race or nation of people from another has been 

abolished in Christ (Ephesians 2 vs 11-19). Anyone who re-builds up a wall of separateness between people of different ethnic groups are working 
against God.  

 
E) But it is only through Jesus we can come to know Him. There is no other name given under heaven by which we must be saved (Acts 4 v 12). Jesus 

says categorically no one comes to the Father unless through Him as he is the door for the sheep (John 14 v 6, John 10 v 7). 
 

F) It is only through the work of quickening and washing, regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit (Titus 3 v 5) that we become God’s children 
and can live distinctive lives worthy of him. According to Paul  (Ephesians 2 v 5) we have been ‘made alive’ or ‘quickened’ (in the Authorised 
Version)  together with Christ by the sealing work of the  Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1 v13).  1 Cor 2 v 22-‘...who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in 
our hearts as a pledge,’ (also 2 Cor 5 v5). 

 
G) God chose us as His people before the foundation of the world (Ephesians 1 vs 4-5).If we are God’s people today we have been made the sons of 

God not by anything we have done but of God. John makes this clear in John 1 v 13 when he says we have not been born as His sons as a result of 
our ancestral heritage or family line, or as a result of anything another human can do, but simply of God. Paul reiterates this in Eph 2 vs 8-9 when 
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He says we have been saved through grace, not as a result of anything we have done to achieve or deserve it. We were unable of ourselves to do 
this but because of the love of God he saved us even when we were dead spiritually in our sin (Eph 2 v4). 

 
H) God has begun the work in us by His Spirit (Phil 1 v6) and as a result He leads us into the good works he has preordained for us to do for Him 

(Ephesians 2 v 10). We need to be the channel of the Holy Spirit through us. 
 
  
 ‘Being good is not about being thoroughly nice people as a result of our old efforts, but is the result of being steadily transformed as we co-operate daily 
with the Holy Spirit. Just as a tree has no power to produce blossom without the sap rising within it, so true and deep character occurs as the Holy Spirit 
produces good fruit in our lives.’ Jeff Lucas from ‘Life Everyday,’ 31/1/14  
 
‘The change comes from the life of God within us this treasure in earthen vessels as we yield to Him. The work of Holy Spirit regenerating us not our self 
effort but our cooperation and surrender.’ Watchman Nee 
 
 
3) Being Distinctive today: Spiritual Health Check 
We are His body on the Earth today, His hands, feet, eyes and ears to be the light to others all around to be a witness for God (1 Cor. 14, v 13/14,18-20 & 
27). 
 

A) PUTTING HIS KINGDOM FIRST: Matthew 6 v 33- Jesus says that we are to seek Him first in everything, He then will provide for us and look after us. 
Being ‘sold out for God’ in everything we do. Being driven by Kingdom priorities and not our own indulgences. 

B) PRESSURE OF THE WORLD TO CONSUME: John (1 John 2 vs 15-17) points out that all that is in the world’s kingdom is about ‘the lust of the flesh 
(sex, food, exercise, pleasures) and the lust of the eyes (what we see on TV, books, films, theatre and magazine: and the boastful pride of life 
(keeping up with the Jones’)’ But John says none of this is from the Father, it is not how we are called to live in the Kingdom of God. All the world 
offers will one day be gone, but doing God’s will last forever. None of these things we are to hold onto.  

C) GENEROSITY: Mark of the Early Church (Acts 3vs44-45/Acts 4 vs32-37).This includes, money belongings, life, giving yourself away, going the extra 
mile for people, not giving up on people, loving people who despise us, being kind. Generous with belongings holding them lightly. Giving all we 
have to God. Give way to people in a queue of traffic! 

D) BEING SALT & LIGHT:  As God’s people today we are called to stay in the world (John 17 v 15) and be light and salt (Matthew 5 vs 13-16); to make a 
distinct difference. Just like salt and light make a difference in taste and direction, so our lives need to make this difference wherever we are. Jesus 
came to fulfil that mission of being the light to the nations as had been predicted in Isaiah and confirmed by both Simeon and Jesus Himself as the 
Light of the World (Isaiah 60 vs 1-3, Luke 2 vs 32,Acts 13 vs 46-47, John 8 v 12). Peter reminds us, that we have been called out of darkness into His 
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marvellous light (1 Peter 2 vs 9-10).’ A different way of being’. ‘Calm waters’, offer an alternative way of looking at things, breaking the tension with 
the right word in season. 

E) Holiness: Peter says we are called to be Holy in our behaviour (1 Peter 1 v 16). He reminds us that in fact we are His chosen people, a Holy nation, a 
peculiar people who have obtained God’s mercy, so we can demonstrate the excellencies of Him to others (1 Peter 2 v9-10). In our thoughts words 
and deeds, with others keeping clear transparent relationships, walking in forgiveness, being honest, sexual holiness (1 Corinthians 6:18-20)  

F) Living in the alternative: Romans 12 vs 1-2: Be not conformed to the world and its ways but be transformed in our thinking, in our minds, let them 
be renewed by the Holy Spirit. 1 Peter 3 vs 8-9/Romans 12 vs 17-21 Reconciliation, not returning evil for evil; use good in the face of evil  

G) Humility & Self-Denial: Avoid taking over, thinking you know the best, listen to other people, give them room, avoid competitiveness, usurping 
each other, be humble, serve others; we can be preoccupied with ourselves. Be accountable and teachable (Phil 2 vs 5-11) 

 

Conclusion 

1) We live in a world that is contrary to how God wants it to be; we are of another Kingdom 
2) We have been called to be distinct 
3) We can only do this firstly by knowing God for ourselves and being enabled by the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives 
4) All those who put their trust in Jesus and His redeeming work are His chosen, special, set apart people and we have a responsibility to live according 
to this calling for His glory and to reach others but we cannot do it in our own strength. 
5) Ask yourself, ask the Holy Spirit to show you where you can be distinctive for Him in your family, friendships, social and work lives. 
6) What if we see the non-Kingdom attitudes in others? Ask God first to show you how you are like that. Often we come face to face with ourselves! 


