
1 

 

1 Peter Part 3 Sunday 15th June 2014 

We have been seeing certain themes that have followed us as we have been looking into 1 Peter. 

The three major ones are: 

 THE GOSPEL & OUR SALVATION-If we are born again we are truly God’s children, born of 

imperishable seed and our security of our lives in His hands no matter what we go through 

in this life. 

 THE WORKING OUT OF THIS IN OUR LIVING-As a consequence of being God’s people, a Holy 

temple, we should be demonstrating a working out of this reality in our lives, by our holy 

living and conduct, towards those in the body of Christ and those outside, who as yet do not 

know Him. 

 SUFFERING WILL BE THE NATURAL CONSEQUENCE OF BEING & LIVING A CHRISTIAN LIFE-If 

we are God’s people we will suffer because of that fact and the implication of living a 

different life. But the aim for us, in God’s eyes is to purify and prove our faith and make us 

into the kind of people He knows we can be. 

Today’s passage: 1 Peter 3 vs 8-22/4 vs 1-19 

Overall message of these passages: 

Peter encourages the Christians to live good lives that demonstrate the change that has come as a 

result of their conversions. This will primarily be shown in how we treat others in love. 

As a result of us living out this good life, Peter says  they will suffer for both doing right and also just 

for being a Christian.  

Peter encourages the people to be ready to give an account of their faith if asked but with the right 

attitude. 

 We follow in the steps of Jesus and share in His sufferings if we are accused and blamed for doing 

the right thing and sharing our faith. Our response needs to be the same as Christ who did not sin 

when suffering.  

Peter says that they are not to be surprised by suffering but to see it in the context of God working 

His purposes out.  

1)Living a distinctive life as a Christian by doing good, even though you may be ridiculed for it 

Peter is saying that the work of Christ in us will result in us doing good things but also needs to be 

the motivation for living a life that is pleasing for Him. -‘Christ also died once for all, the just for the 

unjust, that He might bring us to God...’-1 Peter 3 v18  

Sanctification-We need to co-operate with the Holy Spirit in living out and making choices that are 

going to glorify God. If we have been born of God’s Spirit we have been set free from the inability 

not to sin-our original sin has been taken away but we are left with the effects of this on our lives. It 

is through the work of sanctification that the Holy Spirit changes us. Augustine calls this, 

‘collaborative grace,’ where the Holy Spirit works with us in changing us, as we co-operate with Him. 
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Paul in Romans 12 vs 1-2, encourages us not to conform to the world’s standards or ways of doing 

things but be transformed by His Holy Spirit in our minds so we can walk in His ways. 

Doing good and keeping righteous will not be popular with some people. We will be maligned if we 

do not join in with things we should not (4 v 4) and will be intimidated by others and humiliated (3 v 

14) just for doing the right thing. 

So what should our response be? 

Demonstrating  Love 

Peter says, ‘Above all, keep fervent in your love for each other....’(4 v8), a genuine, earnest love 

that shows itself in practical ways and is sincere 

Examples of this love he gives are: 

 Being Harmonious (3 v 8) –get along with each other, seeing the good and focusing on 

positives; we can be in accord but still disagree 

 Being Sympathetic, brotherly and kind hearted (3 v 8) as opposed to harshness; ‘harden 

up,’ ‘get a life.’ – 

 Being humble (3v8) as opposed to being dominant and always having the answers, allow 

other people room 

 Be Hospitable and not resentful about it (4 v9) (if not do not bother!) share your lives with 

each other and those outside; let it spill out! 

 Use the gifts he has given us to glorify God (4 vs 10-11); Peter says that even these are to be 

demonstrated with the right motive. If we speak, be careful that we speak God’s words; if 

we serve, we serve in the strength He gives and not our own. 

 Responding in the alternative (3 v 9), Peter encourages us to react to evil intent in an 

alternative or opposite spirit, with a blessing. It is not about revenge or repaying others for 

the evil they have done. 

2)Sharing our faith 

Peter encourages us to be ready, as a result often of how we live, to give a good account of why we 

believe. He asks us to do this with gentleness and reverence (3 v 15).  

We need to approach people with a gentle spirit that will align people to us and not push them 

away. In humility we have to remember where we have come from, what struggles we still have with 

living the Christian life as we share our faith.  

We have to do this with ‘reverence’ or ‘fear.’ Peter is implying that we are being given a privileged 

opportunity to share about Jesus and that is not to be taken lightly.  

We do not have to share the whole gospel, we have to lock into what God might want us to say and 

the work He is already doing in a person’s life (4 v 11). We are links in a chain of people becoming 

Christians.  

If we see ourselves as part of a process for people coming to Christ, we perhaps will not be so fearful 

about what to say and also not to put ourselves under pressure to ‘be their salvation.’   
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3)Suffering and Responding 

JESUS’ EXAMPLE 

When we are persecuted for both doing the right thing and being a Christian, Peter encourages us 

that we at this point share in His sufferings as he was persecuted for doing the saying the right thing 

(4 v 15). He told the truth and he brought healing and health to people; for this he was openly 

criticised from the start.  

Peter also knew what persecution was; he had experienced it (see Acts) and had lost a cousin 

because of it. 

Peter says that He brought cleansing for us through his suffering (4 v 1) and in the same way as we 

suffer there is a purifying that happens within us which draws us close to Him. 

Peter is clear however that we should suffer for doing the RIGHT thing and not the WRONG thing (3 

vs 10-14/16-17).We have no ground to stand on if we do the wrong thing, even in the name of God. 

RESPONDING TO CHRISTIAN SUFFERING  

If we suffer as a Christian we need to remember four things: 

1) Keep rejoicing in God and glorify Him as we are blessed; 4 vs 13-14, 16/Matthew 5 vs 10-

12). This is opposite to what our flesh may want to do, including revenge. Paul says,’ Rejoice 

always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks.’ (1 Thess. 5 v 17). When Paul and 

Silas were in prison in Philippi (Acts 16) they encouraged each other by singing.  

2) Trust (4 v 19); in His faithfulness of His work in you as a child of God and strength to 

continue. It is about finding God in the midst of those sufferings and trusting Him though it is 

hard. Jeremiah in the midst of all the suffering he saw as the nation of Judah was destroyed 

was still able to declare his trust and hope in God’s faithfulness (Lamentations 3 vs 22-26) 

3) Suffering brings refining; we should not be asking the question-‘Why God?’ (although we 

are allowed to do so, he can take it) but we perhaps should be asking:  

‘How can I get through this?’ and ‘What do you want me to do with this situation?’ If we see 

everything which happens to us through the eyes of faith; that He knows what He is doing and 

that the situations we find ourselves in are for our own good and development we might we 

embrace them more, rather than fighting them. 

 

Christ’s suffering brought cleansing for us (4 v 1-2) and Peter asks us to arm ourselves with the 

same purpose he had when He suffered, living a holy life and sticking close to how He would 

have us live.  

 

4) Keep doing good:  4v 19-In the midst of all they were going through and all we go through, 

whether this is suffering for Christ, for doing the right thing or any form of suffering, 

continue to do good and allow God’s light to shine out of you.  

Peter implies that rather stopping doing good, getting scared and bitter, our suffering,  

should spurn us on to do even more good and continue the witness of Christ. That will grow 

resilience in us, never to give up doing good. 
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Christians and Persecution 

There are many Christians in the world that are undergoing severe persecution for being Christians. 

People are being killed, imprisoned and disadvantaged because of this. Here are a few stories... 

 

Brother Lawrence in his book, ‘The Heavenly Man’ suggests that the persecution we are likely to 

suffer in the West is of a more subtle kind than in other places. We are also often drawn into 

compromising our faith by the very culture we live in.  

Christians can be seen as intolerant if they stand out against things that the world system says they 

need to be tolerant about. It never works in the reverse; our views about things are not tolerated.  

As a result persecution comes. 

 

Paul’s words, we are not to conform to the way of the world (Romans 12 vs 1-2), I get concerned 

when I hear Christians say that things have changed in the world and we have to adapt accordingly- 

that is not the way of the cross that Jesus demands. We are called to make a stand and speak out in 

love where we can for righteousness but with a gentleness that the world can be effected by. 

However, our Christian militancy, coldness and aggression does not make us friends. 

 

Conclusion 

1) Becoming a Christian has implications in the world we live and this is often demonstrated in  

an alternative and distinctive lifestyle that is in contrast to the world around. The marks of 

this is can be demonstrate  in practical love. 

2) We are encouraged to share our faith in a sensitive manner. 

3) When we are persecuted for being Christians and doing the right thing we need to continue 

to live holy lives by doing good and to trust in His purposes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Then Shall Live by Gloria Gaither 

I then shall live as one that’s been forgiven, 
I’ll walk with joy to know my debts are paid, 
I know my name is clear before my Father, 
I am His child and I am not afraid. 
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I then shall live as one who’s learned compassion, 
I’ve been so loved, that I’ll risk loving too, 
I know how fear builds walls instead of bridges, 
 I’ll dare to see another’s point of view, 
And when relationships demand commitment, 
Then I’ll be there to care and follow through. 
 
Your Kingdom come, around me and through and in me, 
Your power and glory let them shine through me, 
 Your Hallowed name O may I bear with honour, 
And may your living Kingdom come in me, 
The Bread of Life, O may I share with honour, 
And may you lead feed a hungry world through me. 
 

 


