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1 Peter Part 1: Chapter 1 vs 1-25 & chapter 2 vs 1-3: Being the People of God 

 

Passage overview 

In this passage Peter describes to his readers the course of Christian growth from conversion to 

living as God’s people in the midst of an increasing hostile world. He says that they have experienced 

re-birth, a new start through God’s mercy (1 vs 3-12); given hope and holiness characteristics of 

God’s children, who are redeemed by Jesus Christ (1 vs 13-21). The familial love that is expected of 

those who have been reborn (1 vs 22-25) and their ongoing nourishment through the word (2 vs 1-3) 

is the result of this work of God in their lives. These people have hope of the final culmination of 

their salvation when Jesus comes again (v9). So in this first chapter Peter reiterates  in the face of 

suffering: 

 The enduring power of God and the faith they have; vs 4-5, 18 & 23 

 The sovereignty of God in choosing them; v2 

 The sovereignty of God in what happened to Jesus, that it was all in God’s plan; vs 20-21 

 The power of Jesus’ resurrection spirit now living in them is greater than all they are 

experiencing; vs 3 & 21 

Being the people of God: How does this happen? 

Christians are reborn, made alive or re-started people. We are unique in all the religions of the world 

in this, that there is a regeneration within a human caused by the Spirit of God and humans become 

the vessel of the living God as a result.  

We have been given a new beginning (1 v 3/ 1 v 23). The old has gone and the new has come (2 Cor 

5 v 17). There was a time we were not His people; we have all come to know Jesus either from a 

fixed date or a gradual revelation of His work in us.   

Becoming a Christian is not just an intellectual decision, nor related to be in a Christian family, each 

person has to have a revelation of God for themselves. 

We have been called out of darkness to light (2 v10). Our eyes were once blind we can now see. We 

were once dead but have now been made alive or ‘quickened’ in our dead spirits by the 

regeneration of the work of the Holy Spirit (Eph 2 v5/Titus 3 vs 4-7). 

Peter parallels the power of the resurrection of Jesus, mentioned twice in this chapter (vs3 &21) 

with our own rebirth experience which Paul explains in Romans 6 vs 4-14- the passage often 

associated with baptism. The fact is we are now dead, we now have Christ in us (Galations 2 v 

20).We now have the resurrection power of Jesus in us by the Holy Spirit. That is what makes us 

Christians. This power should therefore have an impact on how we live our lives and treat others. 
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The security of being God’s children: As a result we are secure in His saving work. Peter repeats 

three times in different parts of the chapter (vs 4-5/18-20/23-25) that his readers and us have been 

saved with a salvation package that will not end, wear away or perish. It is an enduring ‘seed 

‘founded in the work of Jesus. Jesus confirms this in John chapter 10 when he talks of the people he 

has chosen to be his ‘sheep,’ ‘None shall pluck them out of His hand.’  (John 10 v29).If we believe 

that somehow we can lose what we have been given easily we are underestimating the incredible 

power and sovereignty of God and makes a mockery of the power of the sacrifice of Christ on our 

behalf.  

No matter what happens we can rely on the security of His calling on us. This was the point Peter 

wants to impress upon his readers- ‘yes you are going through great difficulties and persecution 

but His power is greater and I am looking after you’. In the same way we can be assured that He 

will not leave us in our times of deep despair, confusion and suffering, whatever that form takes-

hallelujah! 

Applications 

 Can we testify to our own re-birth or conversion to Christ? 

Prayer  for salvation: 

Father I come to you admitting that the way I have run my life, is not working; I need your 

help.Please forgive me for the things I have done that have hurt others and you. 

I accept that Jesus Christ the Son of God died in my place, for the wrong things I have done and 

that Jesus was also raised from the dead to give me a new life. 

Come into my life by your Holy Spirit and change me,  

In Jesus’ name A-men 

 Can we testify to His work in our lives today and how He makes a difference for us? 

 Are you assured of your own salvation?  (John 5 v 24). Do you really know you are a 

Christian, a child of God? 

Implications of being the People of God 

1)We will suffer adversity, trials and persecution 

Peter presses home the theme about the dependability and enduring nature of the God who has 

invested in us, in light of what his readers have been and are experiencing in their lives. Peter knew 

what persecution was; he had seen it in the early days of the Church, he had been imprisoned and 

beaten and had seen in it in the persecution following the burning of Rome.  

Peter explains his reader’s sufferings in the light of their faith being proved and refined. He says 

that what they are going through they need to rejoice in (1 v 6) and secondly to see it as a proof or a 

proving of their faith.  
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Peter says that the refining of their faith is more precious than gold and refining gold takes time (vs 

6-7). The trials we have are to: 

 Refine us 

 Challenge our motives 

 Test our faith 

 Root out our sin and self-deceit 

 Help us grow in faith; we do not grow in blessing as much as we do in adversity . 

In practice this means: 

 Nothing that comes our way is a surprise to God; He knows it all 

 Nothing that comes our way is wasted or has no purpose 

 Our perception of what we are given needs to be with the eyes of faith. God has allowed 

these things to happen to us and He knows how much we can take. If this is the case we can 

trust Him to help us through it. 

 We can trust God’s hand in working a purpose out for us in the midst of whatever comes 

our way. He has promised to make ‘all things, work together for our good,’ even our 

mistakes (Romans 8 v 28). Psalm 119 vs 116-117/89-91, declares, ‘All things are your 

servants.’ 

 We can trust in His sovereign hand, even in the midst of circumstances that seem impossible 

that are possible to God 

 We do not ever have the full picture. We may be overwhelmed by the dreadful things going 

on in the world and the impossible situations we find ourselves in but we can trust in His 

working out His purpose. Unfortunately this faith thinking cuts right through the world’s 

view on things that we need rational explanations about everything. Just because we cannot 

always understand what God is doing does this mean He is not active? 

 We have an assured hope of a future with God forever; this life is not all there is. 

 What do we do? We yield to Him, we ask Him to come into the situation we are in and to 

give us the faith to see His purpose and to trust in Him if we cannot. It is only with hindsight 

that we can often see the workings of God in our lives. So if things seem impossible it is time 

to hold on, anyway. We can draw from the life of God which has been put within us. Jesus is 

the Bread if life, He is all we need. We can rely and ask for his strength. David it says, 

‘Strengthened himself in his God’. 

 Job held on, though he cried to God to explain Himself to Him but he could still declare- ‘I 

know my redeemer lives.’(Job 19 vs 25-27) 
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Verse of encouragement to memorise:  

But as for me I will wait expectantly for the Lord; I will wait for the God 

of my salvation. Do not rejoice over me my enemy; though I fall I will 

rise, though I dwell in darkness, the Lord is a light for me.’  

Micah 7 vs 7-8 

Of Suffering and Adversity 

Do not let anyone tell you that becoming a Christian means all your troubles will be taken away. In 

fact we are often put under more pressure as children of God due to the spiritual battle we have 

now become part of. 

Jesus promised tribulation (John 16 v 32). He promised persecution and in some cases death for 

being a Christian. Jesus said we would overcome the world, despite what we go through and that we 

are blessed if we suffer for Him (Matthew 5vs 10-12). 

We should not be surprised. Peter mentions this later in his letter (chapter 4 v 12). 

Corrie Ten Boom who survived a Nazi concentration camp quotes her sister, who died there, in that 

place of immense suffering and despair, ‘No pit is so deep that He isn’t deeper still.’  

Jesus is with us in our times of suffering, pressure and despair. He is the omni-present God who 

does not leave us or forsake us (Matthew 28 v 20). 

Jeremiah, in the midst of suffering, seeing his people taken away to exile and his nation destroyed 

was able to declare that the faithfulness of God never ceases (Lamentations 1 vs 24-25). 

2)The fruit of our lives will be holiness (1 vs 13-16) 

Peter expects that as a result of the work of God in us, we will want to live Holy lives before God. 

Peter mentions the lusts or desires we have in our sinful nature now have to be put to one side as 

we are now new people. This will entail being different from the world. In verse 14 he encourages us 

not to conform to the world’s standards. Paul in Romans 12 vs 1-2 encourages us not to conform but 

be transformed by the renewing of our minds, through the word now living in us by the Holy Spirit.  

Our lives should not be influenced by trends of the decaying world system but by the word of God; 

that should be our measure. The one area where this should be evident and which Peter emphasises  

is how we treat each other in the family of God. 

Being Holy is Living in love towards each other (1 v 22/2 vs 1-3) 

Peter impresses upon his readers that through rebirth and redemption they have become the 

children of God; they belong but that they are also brothers and sisters of one another. This new 

identity involves the responsibility of familial love and loyalty to other believers.  This love, he 

suggests is to be constant and unending because the word that they have been born through is 

imperishable (vs 18/23-25). Because this is divine love that has been planted in us by the Holy Spirit,  
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as a result of the work of salvation and our co-operation with Him in sanctification, we can love the 

unlovely and those whom naturally we would never want to love. 

Loving with fervency from the heart: In verse 22, Peter talks about loving ‘fervently’ and in 

‘sincerity.’ In the NIV the word fervently is replaced by the word ‘deep’, which does not do the real 

meaning of the word justice. Fervent means to be ‘ardent,’ or ‘intense’ about something. It speaks of 

zeal and even passion. There is also the sense of an earnestness about this love; a genuineness, one 

of true, transparent sincerity.  

In chapter 2 vs 1-3 Peter asks his readers to make a choice to ‘put aside the things’ which are 

opposite to this fervent, sincere love. The world behaves in a hypocritical, malicious, deceiving and 

envious way; it is the spirit of the world which is looking out for ‘number one. Peter encourages us to 

be different and distinct to this. 

 ‘Hypocrisy’ (Greek- hypokriseis) meaning-‘pretence,’ ‘playing a part,’ ‘outward show.’ This 

type of behaviour is opposite to love from a pure heart (verse 22).  

 ‘Malice’ meaning evil intent to harm someone else, or to ‘get our own back.’ 

 ‘Guile’ (Greek ‘Dolos’) meaning deceit, cunning and treachery; ‘Getting what I want in any 

way I can, no-one is going to stop me’- an attitude of the world we live in. Peter says that 

when this goes we can desire real truth that is found in the food or milk of God’s word. He 

wants us to be truthful, transparent people in light of a world that is deceitful and 

treacherous, at times. 

 ‘Envy’ (Greek ‘phthonous’).  This word is stronger than jealousy, it is a displeasure at the 

success or health or possessions of another and the desire to see these things destroyed.  

We can pretend to do the love thing because this is what is expected of us as Christians. Unless it is 

real and works out in practice, it is just empty words. It is important that we are genuine. People 

easily see through the hypocrisy of this, especially non-Christians.  

So what does it really mean to love fervently from the heart: 

 Being real and open with each other 

 Going the extra mile to be there for others in practical ways 

 Not giving up on someone when it gets hard and challenging 

 Believing and see the best in and about each other 

 Bearing with each other; putting up with others 

 Following through; mean what we say 

 Celebrate with others about their successes 

 Encourage one another and build up one another (1 Thess 5 v 17) 

 Respect each other; in the words we use, disrespect means we ignore each other, we 

disregard their contribution, we take them for granted, we take over work they have been 

given to do without asking them, interrupting when someone is speaking, disregarding 

others feelings. 

 If we say we are going to pray for someone we do it 
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People may irritate us but it is a choice how we respond to this irritation and it is also a choice not 

to let it take control of us and drive us. This is where the enemy can have a foothold in our thinking. 

Paul (Romans 6 vs 4-14) says that living in the freedom of all Christ has done, we no longer have to 

live with sin that masters control over us.  

We have within us treasure in earthen vessels (2 Cor 4 vs 6-7) we can draw on to love and be holy. 

We can also yield and draw on His life within us by the Holy Spirit.  Peter mentions twice that we 

have been raised with the resurrection power of Jesus and that power now potentially resides in us 

by the Holy Spirit. Jesus is the Bread of Life, we can find all we need to do stuff in Him (John 6 

v35/51) as this is life that is enduring.  

If we could love each other in the way Peter exhorts us t do, this will impact our community and 

world.  

1 Corinthians 13 v7-‘Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 

things, endures all things.’ 

Conclusion 

1) If we are God’s children we have an eternal security, despite what we go through in this 

life, we remain His. 

2) We can learn the wisdom of God in the midst of trial, difficulty and persecution. He can 

make all things work for us and not against us and we need to see with the eyes of faith 

that He is in charge. 

3) We should be exhibiting lives of holiness towards each other and the world because we 

are His children. It is a natural outworking of His Spirit in our lives. We will be known by 

our fruit. 


